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Name, he ſhall throughly plead their Cruſe. 
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Y.P. A Servant of Teſus Chriſt , 


and your Brother ; 


To the Churches of God, and ſcat- 
tered Saints throughout all Wales. 


CFIEEBIEB) RACE, Merey, Peace 
PERL and Pariance be wats ow 
> <4) all from God our Father , + 
Ka ( oy through Jeſus Chriſt the 
by * 25-4 Y Sou of God, and onr LY 
LL VIOUr, 


Beloved Brethren , hom 1] love dearly, 
remember dayly, long for greatly , pray for 
earneſtly, and praiſe God heartily : To whom 
1 could write with my pureſt blood, and do 
ſend theſe lines from my very inwardeſt bow- 
els; ( my eyes evenat the writing bereof , 
powring forth teares for you as God knowes ) 
partly out of endeared affetiion, but chiefly out 
of tender conſideration, and compaſſion of your 
late and preſent ſufferings (eſpecially ſome of 
you ) 0 which I am a lharer and with whom 


| (yea for whoſe ſakgs in part) 1 now ſuffer,and 
AZ am 
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am ready if God count and make me worthy , 
and able, tolay down my life for ſo deſerving 
a Lord as ours is , and for ſo dear a People 
4s you are , to whons alſo I am a debter though 
at preſent diſabled to pay that Pittance lent 
Pſ.3. 3. me for your ſakes : yet many of you ( and the 
Tf Lord himſelf ) do bear me witneſs that I was 
bat 1 ſwore wawilling to be a (lothful ſervant, or to bide 
he member; my Talent in a Napkin, whilft I enjoyed 
of my Chur, my liberty , but to exerciſe it among yon, la- 
een all bouring day axd night ; in perits is , and 
A ſtrates, MANY waies © meet bo 7, and en countring with 
& Munſter; great difficulties, but moſt of al with ſelf-di(- 
we Wert Ccouragemen's and weakeneſles, ſome where- 
preaching ſe. of were known to my Obſervers, ( as David 
dition & Ye- calls bis eremies) many ts you my friends, 
bellzon throw more to my felf, but all to God : Who yet 
Two Comm made uſe of me ( a nothing Creature ) i® 
ries, whereas bis band among better and worthyer Infttru- 
I was a pri- menis,to call, gatkey. & edify you, at which 
forer above 2 work 1 would have ſtill been, had not ſome of 
months ”e- onr on Conntry men laid hands un'uſtly upon 
fore.7 h:s b me. & alſo informed againſt me falſly (45 you 
like the Ac- well know ,whether out of haired to the truth 
enſation 4- [ preached and profeſſed : or that they might 
gaunſt Nehe. oor me 4s 4 Peace-offering ro the Prince 
muah & Pan! ( they know for what, and 1 could tell ) God 
Neh. 6. 6. will in dne time diſcover. 
Att.24.4, Neverthelefſe I deſire to putty them, pray 
$,13. for them, and will: ngly to parden the __ 
they 


——_ 
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they have done to me , and though 1 cannot 
ſay 1 am ſo tranſported with affection , and 
zeal ( as Paul ) to with my ſelf accurſed from 
Chriſt for their ſakes. Yet / am perſwaded 
I conld be contented with Jonas to be caſt into 
the Sea, for the pacifying of Gods wrath to- 
wards them, or their fury towards you, 

But my faithcul Fellow-travellers, /et ws 
not be troubled that the winde now blowes in 
our faces , or that like Lazarus we receive 
our evil things in this world ; kroweng that 
there 1s no Hell to the Saints, but what they 
have 1s this preſent life ; and that to live per- 
ſecuted , and to die {ainted are commonly 
anſeparable; and therefore as my Lord and bis Rev, 2. 10, 
Apoltle exhborted ; Fear none of thoſe x T heſ. 3.3. 
things which you ſhall ſuffer, Neither be Heb.1o, 32, 
moved by theſe afflictions,xor count them x Pee, 4,12, 
ſtrange, for ſome of you, when you were fhift - 
illuminated, endured afflictions;and others 
of you who are Summer-convents, were told 
that you muſt ſuffer, it being the high-way 
and ſhortelt cxr to Heaven, Conſider then, 
if all your way be fair and ſmooth what 
cauſe you have to queſtion it , and if any of 
you have the favour , and fnendſhip of the 
world , let ſuch a one ſuſpett himſelf ro be 
one of it, for the world will love only it's To, x5, 19, 
own, A day of cloſe diſcovery and _—_ , 

e 


Rom. 09.2,3, 


Lu.16. rf, 


tryal & come, or coming #p0u 14, and t 
A} leaves 


- 


Aat.13.20 


21, 22, and 
25, 8,9. 


Pro.25. 4. 
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leaves of profeſſion «re like to hide hypocri- 


Cy no longer; you know the fony and thorny 
ground were not diſcovered wntill the time of 


temptation, #or the fooliſh Virgins diſcer- | 


wed till the very coming of Chriſt : Judas 
was neither ſufpetied ( nor did probably at all 
doubt himſelf ) till within few hours of bu 
death, Copper-coin may lie i= the bag 
with gold and ſilver, but when it comes to the 
Touch-ſtone it is found yeprobate ; and Al- 
comy, ( as ſome ſay ) will, bear ſix fires , but 
rot the ſeventh: The words therefore of 
Chrift, Take heed that ye(be not deceived: 
and of the Apoſtle , Take heed lealt any of 
you teem to come thort of the promule ; 
are very ſeaſonable. And never more need 
then now of Self-ſuſpition , Self-exami- 
nation, and ſelf-ſearching, whether we be 
in the Faith, and Chriſt be inus, yea, Or 
no? What we build upon, and whether we 
can {tand before the Son of Man at hi ap- 
pearing : Sincetity alwaies ſurpaſſed gifts, 
axd all flouriſhes of Religion i» the ſight 
of God , and that will be f greareſ requeſt 
ammyg good Men henceforth ; for the drofle 
muſt be taken away, to make a veſlel for 
the Refiner ; and it's to be feared when the 
Churches are ſearched, they will be found likes 
Sardis, to have but a few names , that 
keep - their garments undefiled , and all 
thoſe 


———— WL ' 
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« ſure foundation of ev:ry true Chriſtians con- 


- the Doctrine of Chriſt , good Doctrine , 
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thoſe that came in as ſelf-ſeekgrs , will teal 

out again to ſave themſelves: which, ts 

indeed the only way to lWaetemſelver;, yer 

the foundation of God liandeth ſure , ang Mat. 10, 39 
no member though never ſo mean or il-formed, 2 Tim,2.19 
if tt be of, and 1n the body,and really united Pro,10, 25, 
to the Head, (hall be cut off ; but all that are Eſa, 4. $« 
living ones thall continue in the build- Pſa, 33.11, 
ing, and upon the whole glory ( 3. e. the Heb. 7. 
whole Church ,2 Cor. 8, 23, ; han be a Pſa. $9.28. 
defence; therefore be comforied, that th: £ſa,q4. 10. 
counſel of God, the Prieſthood of Chriſt, Jer, 32.40. 
and the Covenant of pezce are unchange- and 33, 20, 
able, and abide for ever ; which # the 25, 


fidence , and comfort, Be not flothful mn 
proving your knowledge of, faith in , love to- 
wards, waking atter , avd ſuffering for 
Chriſt : For the viſible and ſeeming 4rffe- 
rences, are little and [mal between the right 
Chriſtian, ud the Hypocrite therem. But in 
the Anointing, Spirit, Vertue, Power, and 
Life within, which like the oz! in the Lamp, 
eeds the wich of profeſſion. 
, I beſeech = Fu, in the Lord, ( as dear 7 6,2 
Brethren )that you be not movel from the Do- . 
ftrin, which was delrvered to you; which is the 


ſam: with the Doitrine of the Apoſtles, called r Tim.4.6, 


1 Tim,1,10 


* © ,  % 73 # o 
ang ſound Doctrine, Un Þpyicion & theſe, , q 9 end 


A \ are 
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x Tim, 4.1. 4: the Do&rines of Devils, and_the D®” 
Mar. 7. 7. &rines of men, which either diretily deny 
Col. 2, 21, Chriſt, or much derogate from him, who 1s 
Heb. 13, 9. the perfett Law-giver. And that Satan, 
I Jo, v, 10. ard his Inſtruments may the better intro- 

"Rev. 2. 14, 4nce their own Dodrines ; they make «t 
15, 24. their deſign and indeavour to batter down 

the Scriptures ( for their Dagon,cannet ſland 

__ to before Gods Ark.) As the Jewes make it 

6, 6.to death for any of their Religion, to read and 
the 10.Joſh. keep the New-Teſtament. The Papiſts alſo, 
3.8, & Pſ. make it an Article of their Creed , that 
119.19, 16 wnwritten verities, ( as they call them) and 
105.Job.5. the Canons, and Traditions of their Church, 
39. At.1 7. are of equal authority with the Scriptures ;& 

"31,4nd18, hold that they ſhould not be tranſlated into 
24. Ro.1 5.4 vulgar Languages, nor the Common- people be 


1x7. Col. 3. generally deny , the Scriptwre to be the 
x6.17.Kev, Word of God , ” & & Rule ; affirming there 

13. & 22,195 mo other Rele , ay, or Means, &c. but 

10, that which ts manifeſt in men, And one of the 

* which are 4earned'ſt of them,diſdainfully calls the Scrip- 
ſo called, See fires broken Cilterns, your Scripture, your 
and compare Word, your Letrer - T and ſome porn that 
Mat. 15.6. account call it the oreat Idol : others affirm 

with cALar, tÞ* writings of their Teachers, to be of equal 
7.13.& Lu. rnjpiration and Authority with it ; and that 
$. x1. with which 1s yet worſe, one woman, put her Bi- 

Aat.1}. 37 le under her jout , avother Burnt it; and 
yet 


2 Tim.3.16 permited tovead them F. Alſo the Quakers 


—— = 
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yer theſe Iwo were great Quakers,but HI AVe & Ro.10.8, 
twrned Singers, a degree as they concieve 4- wirhDen, 30 
bove them. But beloved you are better taught, 14Scealſo Jo 
& [ hope will ftill retain your love of dulrgency 10.35, At, 
and delight in,and zeal for this word of God : 4+3%.% 12, 
And eſpecially to walk mure according tout, 49.&13.44 
then thoſe that pretend to experience althe po- 46.5 19,20 
wer With 4 greatey laccef perfellins an Eph. 6.17, 
euher the Prophet 5,or Apoſtles ever did. 1 am " [im. 4.5. 
fearful and jealous, that this attempt, of ta- H.S. in bu 
king away the authority of the Scriptures;wull book c alled 
end 1n takeing away the very Bibles from us. the Everl. 
Therefore I exhort you again in the words of Rule.pa.2g. 
Chriſt a»d Paul ; Search the Scriptures S.F.1n bis 
and give attendance toReading, &be ſted- #99k cal's 
faſt in thoſe truths , which you have been Ruft. adsA 
taught , ( from them, by the ſervants of cad.pa.ing. 
the Lord ; ſome wheresf are now glotifyed, 116, 117. 
aud others through grace ready to ſeal it Theſe 3 laf 
with their bloo1 ) Concermn God and his inſtances Is 
Atributes, Chriſt, and hs Ofhces, the Ho- divers others 
ly Spirit, and it's manifeſtations , the de- heard 
crees of God before timz, the wo Cove- from the 
nants (viz. the Law and the Goſpel ) the Parties ow 
wreched ſtate of all men by Nature , and mouths. 
out of Chriſt ; the freeneſs of Gods grace, Joh.5 39. 
in oppoſition to mans free-will : The Do- 1 T1m.4.13 
Arine of Juſtification , by the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, apprehended, and 
Jeceived by Faith, SanCtification ( diſtinct 
from 
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ſrom f /t:fication ) wrought by the Spirit in 


us. Perſeverance, Aſſurance, and growth 
in Grace by vertwe of our union with Chriſt, 
and his ſpiritual in dwelling and operating 
inus. Living Godlily, Righteouſly, and 
Soberly in this preſent World : Denying 
our ſelves , following Chrift , ſhunning 
fin, reſiſting Satan , ſeparating from the 
world in matters of Gods worſhip : not 
medling with, nor mingling the Traditi- 
ons of mn with Gods truths: joyning your 
ſelves to, and continuing in the fellow- 
ſhip of Saints ; and uſing carefully and 
conſcientiouſly all the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, as Preaching, Hearing , and ex- 
pounding Scriptures, keeping up publick, 
family, and private prayers, Propheſying, 
and finging of Pſalms, Hymnes,and ſpirt- 
al Songs wn the Churches, Repetition of 
Sermons, Obſerving the Sabbath , Bap- 
tiſm,and the Supper of the Lord; and up- 
on occahion, dayes of ſolemn falting , or 
Rejoycing , viſiting one another, eſpe- 
cially rhe rempted,and the fick, relievivg 
the poor ; and in caſe of ſcandal and here- 
fie, to deal with offending members, by Ad- 
monition, Suſpenton,or Excommunicati- 
en, according to the Nature of the Of- 
fence , and carriage of th: Offender ; do- 
ing all your duties to Magiſtrates, Maſters , 
Parents, 
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Parents, Husbands, Brethren , Neigh- 
bags and Enemies ; according to the bleſ- 
ſed commands of Jeſms Chriſt : Withall ex- 
pething the deſtruction of Antichriſt, the 
Reſtauration of the Jewes, the Coming , 
Kingdom,and Raign of Chiitt ; & (till re- 
membring your latter end, the immorta- 
lity of your precious Souls, believing the 
Reſurrection of the Body , the Judging 
of all, and the Salvation of the Righte- 
ous. 

Finally, my Brethren, the h tempra- 
tion being come upon us, 1ct us redeem time, 
be watchful and ſober , keeping our 
lights burning, our Lamps ſhining, our 
Loyns girded,our conſciences awakned, & 
our garments unſtained.” Let us fear God 
more than men, Sin more'than ſuffering , 
ſelf more then others, living baſely more 
than dying Chriftianly and Nobly. Let 
us wiſely confider Gods works, and won- 
ders ( though others ſhould ſlight them )) and 
maintain Lods Wayes and Canſe, though 
they be deſpiſed by molt ; and let us not 
cainally comply with, nor ſuperſtitiouſly 
conform to the world, to ſave our eſtates, 
Liberues orLives:Nor yet forſake the al- 
ſembling of your ſelves together, but edi- 
. fie, confirm and comfort one another; En- 
couraging the weak, helping to reſtore 
thoſe 


* 


/,0 "I 
Eſa. 5. 12- 
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thoſe that are faln , and to eſtabliſh thoſe 
that yet ſtand:Doing your duties comman- 
ded by God, what ever danger may come 
thereby : Keeping your ſelves from error 
and everyevil thing, by the holy ſpirit in 
you : And ( 45our Saviour commands, John 
14.1, be not troubled ) praying alſo ear- 
neltly, that neither / nor you may ſuffer for 
lin, or finin ſuffering, nor be ſenſleſs 
under preſent,or faint under future tryals, 
Let us cry and pray mightily to the Lord, 
that we mgy eſcape the evils that are com- 
ing upon the world,and to ſtand before the 
Son of Man at his appearing. To that King 
of Kings be honour, power, dominion, 
praiſe, and glory,now and for ever, Amen. 

My dear friends, If the publiſhing of this 
noffencively intended little Book, be well or 
ill ; Know my love to you chiefly was the mo- 
tive to it : and that of all other things, if God 
did pleaſe, I would chooſe to be doing the work, 
to which I was called amongſt you,rather than 
ary where,or any thing elſe; though I were to 
be fed with bread & water and to carry my 
chains & bonds with me. And I ſhould not 
count my life dear to me , ſo that I might 
have the liberty to Preach Chiiſt, for 
th2 Salvation of -my dear Country-men, 
and for your further edification ; if not 
the will of the Lord be done concerning - 
a 
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and his work by whom elſe he nee I am 


perſwaded he will take care of you, and the 
reſt of his Flocks; and therefore to bim again 
I commit you, who hath promiſed to be your 
God and guide until, yea, will be in and after 
death your ſalvation. The grace of our 
Lord Jeſms Chriſt be with you all Amen. 


A brief Narratrvue of the former Propa- 
gation , and late Reſtrittion of the 
Goſpel (and the godly Preachers and 
Profeſſors thereof, in Wales. 


Oraſmuch as ſome have heretofore en- 

vaenſly and falſly reported, and others 
credited ( nay to this day believe and 
afhrme ) that my ſelf and ſome others 
inſtead of propagating the Goſpel , have 
extirpated it,and the Preachers thereof in 
Wates, and converted all the profits of the 
Tiths tour own uſes. Theſe are brieflyto 
certify the very truth thereof;as alio ſome 
of the late and preſent ſufferings,and ſtate 


. of the congregated Churches, their T each- 


er5, and others there. In the year 1641. 
or there-abouts, it was humbly and rruly 
preſented 


Eſa,6g.10, 
Pſa. 73-24. 
Eſa.45.27. 
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reſented in a Petition , (by many credi- | 
le perſons) to the then King and Parlia- | 


ment ; that there were not upon ftridt In- 
quiry, ſo many conſcientious and conſtant 
Preachers, as there were of Counties in 
Wales, and thoſe too either filenced or 
inuch perſecuted. The Profeflors of Re- 
ligion alſo, exceeding Kare and Few, un- 
lefle in ſome corners of 2 or 3 Counties: 
about which time, was the firſt, if nor the 
only gathered Church in all the Country : 
But the late War coming ſuddenly on , 
there could be then no Redreſle obtained; 
but on the contrary molt{if not all)of thoſe 
Preachers with the Profeſſors, were forced 
through the violence of their Perſecutors, 
to leave their Habitations and Country ; 
and divers. of them having taeir Goods and 
Cartle ſeized upon by their adverſaries, 
their Wives and Children were necefſita- 
red to live in dſtreſſe, and danger, till the 
War was ended, and the Country ſetled 
again in peace ; by which, Incouragement 
was given, to the baniſhed to come back , 
and thoſe few Labourers that wete turn'd 
out of the/iayardto return againzwhich be- 
ing done, & God bleſſing their labors with 


ſuccefle in the converhon of many Souls; . 


it gave hopes,that there was a further bleſ- 
(ing in the Cluſter , and more ftraying ſhtep 
on 


— 


— 


* Put upin the Commmſioners and other pri- wronged. 
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< WE mountains to be brought home to 
Chriſtsfold;yet the idle and ſelf-teeding ſhep- 

berds,did as much as in them lay to Rode As IRE: 
it, till many of them(by vertue of an Att of 

Parhament, paſled in Feb. 1639. as their 

Brethren before in England)had been juſtly * 
ejected for [gnorance, Scandal, &c. and up- 

on evident proofs againſt them ; yet not all 

( as falſly was reported) for in the C ownty Mount gows. 
where I hved, there were 11 or 12 never | 
ejected ; ſo in all other (orntries, ſome 

more , ſome lefſe: norany that / know 

that were rightly inducted before, & that 

had the qualifications of true Mimſters in 

them,ſuch was the renderneſs&care of molt 

or all theCommuſſioners(who were divers of 

them Englih-men, and the reſt of belt re- 

putation tor Piety and integrity inthe ie- 

vera! Counties ) that they did this work 

gratis, receiving no allowaxce at all, no 

not towards their own charges ; & indeed 

there was none'granted them by the At. 

But the great Cry was, that theCountry was As Malefe- 
left without Preaching , that the Church- tors make 4- 
doors were ſhut,the Sabbaths prophaned,& gainſt thewr 
venerally the People were turning Papiſts , | To and 
and Heathens,for want of the word ofGod; Jy, that 
and that all the profits of the Tythes were They are 


vate mens pockets, For me to wipe off 
all 


A brief} Narration 


all theſe Aſperſions , much lefle to remove 
the credit of them , ſunck ſo deep into the 
hearts of Prejudicated per ſons, were but like 
Micha;ah, to give my fingle Teſtimony a- 
gainlt many hundreds oftheClergythat have 
{poke the contrary. But Reader if thou art 
not reſolved againlt truth, 7 ſhal offer thee 
# aBook cal- \n a few words, enough to ſatisfy thee of the 
Examen falſhood of this whole Charge ; the which 
Purga- hath been already ſufficiently done divers 
men Vava- Years agoe,as wel by theTeſtimony of ma- 
oris, Printed Ny Magiſtrates, and Minſters,as other credi- 
ut Bear; ble pertons of different opinions: however 
ge. take this fora 'truth,til the contrary be pro 
ved(which wil never be)befides what ſaid 
before;many of the C /ergy were never 0ut- 
ed, &ſome that were eicted, did alſo ſome 
times ( to pleaſe their old Pariſhoners , 
ſome of which would hear none elſe ) 
preach ; there was not any lawful means 
unatempted to gain gudlyPreachers for ſup- 
ply there,as going ſeveral times, & ſending 
divers letters to the Knrverſities & London, 
which were the likelieſt places to afford 
helps,8divers were obtaind by that means 
though not ſo many as we withed : partly 
becauſe that at the ſame time,there was 


Comnties ; but eſpecially becauſe they wan- 
ted the We//1-rongue;yet the Lord that gave 
t 


the like A for ſeveral Northern Engliſh ; 


an» - om wn mens on _ 
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the word, did alſo taiſe up more men to 
preach it, than he was pleaſed to ſendour 
at firſt, to allJadea, nay, to all the world;vs, 
12 Apoſtles, & 70 Diſciples ; in one Ch,vis. 


in the County where 1 lived, were at leaft ,, ea 


16preachers at once, whereof 10'/Wmwverſp- 
ty-men , ſome of the meaneſt of which 
(ſince turned eApoſtates ) are approved 
by the Biſhops,and ferled in Pariſhes; &for 
the profits of the Tyrhs,which before went 
wholly to the Clergy, they were afterwards 
divided ( according to the Act) fox wares ; 
O ne part to the eje&ted Miniſters ; Ano- 
ther part to other Miniſters ſetled , and I- 
tinerant; A third to maintain Free-ſ{chools 
( whereof ſome of the ezected Miniſters , 
and rheir Sons, were School-maſters ) ſet 
upin all (or few excepted)Market Towns, 
and in other convenient places , and in 

ſome of them two School-maſters: A fourth 
part tothe ejected Miniſters widdowes , 
avd children : A fift, to ſuch officers as 

did attend that work ( as Treaſwrers, Solr- 

citers, Sequeſtrators, &c. ) Laftly, (ome al- 

lowance was granted to the widdowes of 
Miniflers deceaſed. Theſe things Conti- 

dered, -and the low rates at which the 
Tiths were Let and Ser at, in drivers Coun» - 
ties, {becauſe ſome would not pay,others 
Would not take them to Farms , and the 


A brief Narration 
Country poor, and worſe Rock'd , ſo loon 
after the Wars, ) Will evince, there could 
not be much ſpare , eſpcially conſidering, 
that the A laſted but for three years ; 
v2, till hfry three, and what was done 
fince, let them account who medled there- 
in,and ated under O. C. which I and ma- 
»y more of my brethren did not , nor took 
any Salary at all , nor any other Marnte- 
nance Whatſoever fince ; withall, what was 
ſetled upon me,( together with ſome other 
Preachers ) was by the Commuttee for 
Plundered Miniſters long betore that. And 
lerme deal free/y, and craely with all the 
world 1n this particular, 7 never recei- 
ved by Salary ; and all other waies, 
for my Preaching in Wales, from Chriiltt- 
ans, and from the Scates putting all toge- 
ther, fince the beginning (_ which is a- 
bove twenty years J buc between ſix & ſe- 
ven hundred pounds at moſt; and I can 
wich much. clearneſſe , confidence, and | 
comiort,call God the ſearcher of all hzarts ' 
to waneſs, and 1 do call him to record on | 
my Soul , that to my knowledge and re- | 
m<mbrance,. I had not any thing, direct» 
ly nor indizectly , bur-what was ordered 
me ; nor have 4, nor any other for me, + 
( 1 expreſle it Without any Colluſion or 
Reſervation )io much as a Pound 01Shilling | 
ot 
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Of Wales Condition, 
of any money from any rxths or otherwiſe 
in my hands,belonging to the Publtck;&-I 
humbly challznge &-brd defiance to «wvy 
ſelf , roprove the contrary, and I defurg to 
be calle&to an account, at i be ſuſpeRted , 
for I will maintain my annocency herein t1ll 7 
die, And yet my Accuſers , have ſore by 
writing, © who were aſhameg 10: put/their 
names thereto ) and others by word, pab- 
liſhed,' That I had many thouvitand pounds 
of the Tyth-mony.;' nay\had. purchaſed of 
Kings-Rents and Lands, fomg: thouſands 
yearly , or at leaſt many Hundred pounds 
per annum 4; whereas noy 1t1s teturned to 
the King agarn , itappears, it18 under (e> 
venty pounds yearly ;and.l never reccived 
any year of that, above fixt y ſix pounds ter 

fbullings : this the Audyor and Comntry 
knowe ſuthciently ; and:1et them, -0r-any 
other caiprove me herein, if they can. 

And wheres it is charged,that maxy good 
& godly men were turned out of ther l1vings. 
But 1 id not know any ſuch, and I ſup- 
poſe it Will be yet eaſy to-prove the con- 
trary, by their former and preſent practi- 
ces ; however for my own part, I often 

publickly rendred this to the ejeRted Mi- 

nifters, that if they could bring any in,that 


_ could manifeſt they received any ſpt- 


ritual good from them , they fs 
B 2 (as 


A brief Narration 
as far as it lay in my power) de reſtored, 
t none produced ſuch. Further as aConſe- 
8 therof it was complained, that the Sab- 
Taths were profaned, whereas men might 
ride throughout ſome Counties, & neither 
ſee men working, rraveling,nor playing up- 
on the Sabbath; the like 1 am ſutezneither 
was before, nor now is, our exet#:es them- 
ſelves being Jadges, | 
But they further #6jett, that the people wert 
turned Infidels & Papiſts.So many do where 
the powerfulleſt means are, if they come 
not under chem : Bur why then do theſe 
men complain , ſo many are turned to be 
quite contrary; and were theſe accuſers 
faln out with ſuch men then; how come 
they now to own them ſo much? But to 
Ciſprove that , take this ſingle inſtance. 
Ina few years time a great partof a {or- 
mer Edition of the w#e/ſb-Bible, was bought 
up,and afterwards'two Editions more,one 
of the New Teftament , and another of the 
whoke Bible, & of theſe wo I believe are 
ſold off , at leaſt berveen 5 ahd 6000, 
by ths you may perceive, thatRelrgion did 
erow, Alſo in the beginning of the Wars, 
there was but one or two gathered Con- * 
gregitiohs in all Ya/es,and in ſore Coun- _ 
ries (Tcarce one that made Prof offion ; yet 
it hath pleaſed the Lord ſo to-blefle the 
| weak 
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weak meanes there , that there were late- 
ly ( and hope are ſtill ) above 20 gathe- 
red Chwrches, in ſome 2, in ſome z, ſome 
4 or 500 members, with their oſhicers,dif- 
fering lictle in opinion and Faith , and 
walking in love, and the fear & the 
Lord, 

Having yen this brief account of the 
former endeavours of ſome, (who yet ac- 
knowledg their weakzeſs, and want of wiſ- 
dom therein ) to propagate the Goſpel. 
Be pleaſed now to caſt your eye upon- the 
late Reſtrifhon , ( which I might well call 
perſecution )of the Goſpel in Wales, To 0- 
mic menuoning the great wrong unto-ma- 
ny ſcoxes, about May and June 1660, in 
commuting and continuing them in Priſon, 
without any cauſe, but to fulfil chat ſaying, 
Quycquid volumus facimus;fince there hath 
been very violent proceedings, ( eſpecial- 
ly in ſome Counties)where ſome poor and 
peaceable people have been drag'd oug, of 
their beds, and without regard of Sex,ar 
A ehave been driven,ſome twenty miles 
to Priſon on their feet, and forced, (though 
in heat of Summer, till cheir feer were 
much bliftred, and they ready to fall with 
faintne(s ) to run by the Tropers horſes, 


receiving many blows and atings O- In Moris. 


driven 


thers ;(as if they had been Brute-healts ) ,444 7 
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driven into Pinfeld:;,or Pounds, where they 
were kept ſeveral hours, their enemies 
ih = mterin dunking in an Ale-houſe, 
and forcin? the poor people to pay for it, 
though they fied not of fon drink. : then 
bringing them to'the Sea-fide, and leaving 
themin the night, in danger of being ſwal- 
lowed up by the Sea. Orhers were commit- 
ted roPriſon at pleaſure, & kept there many 
moneths , and yet their cattle and ſheep, 
£0 the number of 'above fix hundred, taken 
from them and ſold. Orhers forced (when 
they were called to the rover fin) to 
walk in chains, which ſhouldnot by law up- 
on any ſuch ground be put upon Jjun- 
leſs they had atempted to make an eſcape 
6r break Priſon. Others, who were quietly 
mer together (after their uſual manner for 
many years, to worſhip God, and edify one an- 
other ) were caſt into Priſons without any 
Examination or Commitment upon them , 
(tir they could underttand) contrary to 
YheFewiſh, Roman and our Englih Laws. 

Nay, ſuch was the enmity Ly ſeed of 
the Serpent, againſt the ſeed of the Woman”, 
that though the King was pleaſed togrant 
by%is Proclamation ) Chriſtian liberty for 
ſomernme', yetupon the next Lords-day 
flowing, after the receit of the ſaid Pra- - 
clamation,(ome of the Othcers of one Cor- 
poration 
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poration drag'd and hal'd ſome poor wo- 
men, that were heating of the Word of 
God , into an Ale-houic, and kept them 
there till after nighr, and uncil they made 
them pay for the Ale , which theſe diſtur- 
bers d1d drink. 

Beſides all this, ejeing the Godly 
Preachers that would nor conform , and 
indicting many hundreds for Recuſants , 
which are not indeed ſo, and under the 
notion of ſuppreſſing Convenricles and wn- 
lawful Aſſemblies, hindring the meetings 
of Chriſtians to ſerve God , which ac- 
cording to the letter of che Law, and the 
opinion of many learned Lawyers,are not 
ſo. A Conventicle being a meeting together, 
for a bad end or work,, and not for a good, 4s 
the meetings of Chriſtians,to worſhip God ave, 
Having thus hinted ſome few of the many 
ſufferings of others ; I come in the laſt 
place , to give a ſhort Intrmation of my 
own: Which I mention,not either to accuſe 
my Country-men, or to expett any benefit 
thereby to my ſelf ( hoping to learn con- 
tentment in Chriſt, with godlineſſe, in the 
meaneſt and miſerableſt condition) but to 
remove fall reports, & to maniteſt(as I am 
confident to expels it ) that I ſuffer from 
men, only upon the account of Godhneis, 


and Religion, rhough upon other intorma- 
B 4 con 


A brief Narration 
tion but falſe ) againſt me,as that I ſhould 
ſwear, the members of my Congregation , 
againk all Magiſtrates , Ind Aden; ers ,(a 
Gag I hate, and dire&ly contrary to my 
Judgement) and that 1 ſhould goe up and 
down two Counties, preaching Sedution , 
and Rebell:ox ; though I have not preached 
in all, but cither 2 or 3 daies publickly, 
fince April was 12 Month , being in ſeve- 
ral Priſons ever fince (only aboyt 24 daies 
intermiſſion ) fance my fuſt impriſon- 
ment:And1 am not conſcious to my ſelf of 
Preaching or doing any thing againſt the 
preſent Powers,or their Lawes,neither can 
my Accuſers prove any more againſt me, 
than theJews could againſt Paw, when they 
accuſed him of ſeditzon;but on the contrary, 
theſe men break the Lawes, and are finea- 
ble to theKing for falſe information,how- 
ever they think,as a w/e man ſaid,by other 
mens harmes, to make redeneption for their 
own ſufferings, But 1 will bear the indigna- 
7h d, ( becauſe I have ſinned 4- 
gainſt him, till be plead my cauſe , and 
pray as Jeſws Chriſt hath ugh me: Father 
forgive themyfor they know not whay they do, 
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A VPord in Seaſon; 
OR, 


Some ſutable , and ſeaſonable Conſide- 
rations, Counſels , and Conſolations, 
ſmcerely intended, and humbly pro- 
=—_ to All, but more eſpecially to 

e Aflited,ond Perſecuted. 


Olomon adviſed men , 1n the day of ad- 
verſity to conſaler a,for G od bath 
and the day of proſperity, one againſt another ; 
and both are of him - Adverhity being bur 
the »:ght, and dark part of mens time in 
this world,to which notwirchſtanding,God 
hath aſſigned ſome work for his people to 
do. And'tis no ſmall part of godly wil- 
dome, to nnderſtand the time, and to kyow 
what is the proper work of the day ; both 
which , ſome of rhe men of Iſſacer had un- 
derſtanding in b : And this,as the wiſe man 
ſaith, is heart-underſtanding, A wiſe mans 


| beart diſcerneth time and jd ome; ut c : Time 


when, and Judgement how, and what - 
0 


ſet itz , Eccl.7.14 


6 1Ch,12, 


J2, 
eEccl.$.5. 
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do. And doubtleſs what was ſaid ofa word 
fly ſpoken , may be as truly ſaid, of a 
work done in ſcalon ; That it # 4s Apples 
of Gold in piftures of Silver, d My aime in 
theſe few pages ( of the fiſt part of this 
little Book ) is not to diſcover the nature 
of the preſent time , or to prove it to be 
ey1l ( toracdiſcovers it ſelf {tciently to 
be ſo, both in reſpe& of the fins and evils 


d Pro.25, r1 


ſ 
f 
q niutly inflicted by God for thoſe Sigs , 
| eAm.5.11. which two things the Prophets e & Apo- 
Mic. 3. 12. files, f inake to be the main ſigns of gvil 
4 f 2Tim.;.r, times) But to ſtir up the minds of all thoſe 
2 Pe. -3.-3. and his Prophets & Apoſtles, called mad- 
g Jo. 10.20, men or fools g, or. as the Duch tranſlati- 


| Fer. 29. 26, word Fanaticks. But be it ſo, that ſuch 
My. };. 21, are mad, yet wiſer then the Father of that 
I Cor,4.10, man which gave the name, gives the 

reaſon why, a wiſe man is mad. Qp- 


preſſion ( ſaith Solomon ) makes a as 014% 


fool, and the " pwn man is mad, for the 
we iniquity 5 and forthe great 


multitude of t 


| Scripture, and ſo to ger an s/ight into the 
| preſent time and work , and a Foreſight of- 
| what God intends to do ; for God hath 
| promi- 


_ 


— 


; 


commitred by men, and the puniſhments | 


, 2,3. &c, thatare wiſe-hearted, though like Chrit, | 


2 K;.9. 11, on Engliſhed, in ſome places, renders the | 


| b Eccl, 7.7, mad h. And Hoſea ſaith, The Prophet a | 


] Ho, 97+ batred i) & to be like Damel ſearching the | 


> —_ 


- that purpole.: As the ſelling of Joſeph inx 
to Egype ( though @ lin in Joſephs | bre- 
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promiſed to rp orgy ts frequent- 

ly performed bu ſetrets: to bis 9 & 

Thirefore they ſhould be like reg holy- pl , = 

ones, in Dane!, inquire how long 1 will be >" LR 

to the'end of the viſion. Allo learning thoſe. p,lu/ qv, 

three exellent Leflons,pointed out for evil rye 

times. wiz, To prove what # that accepta- /R 

ble wall of God |, toredeem time M., and to do pr we 

the works of the day ;-in the dey. mEgh, 5. 1 
In oxder thereunto, here follow ſome 17, n Jo. 12 

ſeaſonable Conſiderations, Direitions, Encou- 35* 

ragements , and Conſolations for "all men, 

efrecatl Chriſtians 1n t110es of any Aﬀ- 

thon, 

Confider that the. Omnipotent & al-wiſe ,_ Conſid, 
God hath his w:{,and hand,in all theAki- 
ons,matters,occurrences, & things in this 
world., which concern all perſons ang all 

es: Yea, thoſe that are molt ftrange 
and molt finful. ( with reverence. to. his 
bleſſed Majelty be it. ſpoken, and without 
fathering the leaſt evil upon him , whoſe 
pure tes cannot behold iniquity 0. This con” o Hab.1, 13 
fideration being well underſtood;, and 
weighed , will flefce all . the, Soul-dil- 
quietings, and unjuly rhoughts, of the 
hearts of Gods people. Therefore mark 
ſome Scriptures, and clear ififtances to 


thren 
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chren ) yet he ſaith himſelf unto his bre- 
thren, Ir was not you that ſent me hither but 
' pGen. 45.8, Godp. So the hardning of Pharoehs heart 
to hinder [ſracl to goe out of Egypt, was 
of the Lord, as God told Moſes he would | 
do it before he went to him, 1 will barden | 
bis heart -( viz., Pharoahs ) that he ſhall | 
Ex. 4-21, not - let the people goe q: So Sibon King | 
743, of Heſhbon, - would not Jet Iſrael y } 
IR himzbat why ? for the Lord thy God hardued 
7 Re» 30. bis Spirity: Like as the Lord is ſaid to 
move David to number the people , The | 
_ of the Lord was kyndled againſt Iſrael, 
#2 Ls : he moved David to number the Peoples, | 
| ' 34+" And the Lord is ſaid to ſet up the adverſaries | 
of Rezin againſt him , and joyn two of his e- 
nemies together, the Syrians before, and the 
[4 Eſa.9. Ii, Phyliftines behind ” and they ſhall devonre | 
: 22, Iſrael with open month t, And David look- 
ed upon Ss perſecuting of him, to be 
from God ; For mark his words to Sax, 
Now therefvre I pray thee , let my Lord the 
King hrar the words of bus ſervant : If the 
# 1Sam.19, Lord have flirred the people wp agaunſt we 
I6, let bitw accepe an offering u.. So it is Laid 
ewice in one Chapter , that God ſtizred 
4 two enemies againſt Solomon ; And 
the Lord ftirred upan Adverſary unto Solo» * 
wor, Hadad the Edonnte, fe. And the © 
Lord ftixred up another Adverſary , Ke» 


zen, 


© 


riles have Commithon, to trample upon the 


— 


A Word in Seaſon. 5 
204, &e. » The like is ſaid of Gods ftir.  1Kin,1T, 
ring up the King of Aſſyria , tocarry ſome "4, 23. 

of No Children of Iſrael Captrues into Baby- 

So God ſaid he wonld frenghen the * 1.Ch, 5. 


lon x, 
King of Babylon , and pur his Sword into his 26. 
band : 7 Theſe with many more inſtances, J £x.30.24 


provethat Gods will , and hard, are in 
all the matters that are done upon Earth. 

But theſe are Old-teftament proofs and God Objef? 
dealt at that time wn another way, than he ; 
doth-now in the Goffel darts, 

You will find as clear proofs in the Anſv. 
New-Tiſtament : Chyift himſelf allowes , 
and in eff-& affirmeth, Thar the power that 
Pilate had to condemn and Fudge him, was 
given him from abeve 2., And the Apoltles 
jointly acknowledge, That Herod, Pontizs 
Pilate; #ith the Gemiles, and the people of 
Iſrael, were gathered together,tc do whatſoc- 
ver Gads band, and bus Connſel deternuned 
before 'to br dowe a, So \t is ſaid , That a At.4. 28 


& Jo, 19,11 


the Key of the — was gVven ts 
the Angel that fell from Heaven b; And bRev.g.1,2. 


this mutt be Chrilt, ( who #5 ſard to have Rev, 9, 1,2 
the K ey of Hell, and of death c. ) Butwhat c (6. 1.18. 
to do?. Even to open & make way for the 
{moke' of Errors and Wickednelis to al- 
cend;as there it follows: Likewiſe theGen= 


( burch (for fo much the words will bear) 
And the Holy City (hall be iroadden nnder 
fout 


6 
d Ch. x1, 2 


eCh.17.17. 


P * 


f_ xn Ks. 22. 
27, 


g Alt. 13. 
27. 


hLa.3. 32. 
3Efſa.45-7+ 
h Am. 3.6. 


IPſn1og.2s 
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foot, for forty and two Moneths, d Nay it 
is laid further : . That God hath put it 1m 
the hearts of the ten Kings, to fulfil bus wil 
to agree, and to g1ve ther kingdow unto, the 
Beaſt until the Word of God ſhall befaifillede. 

But ſome. may obzeR, and ; ſay, : by his 
will 1s meant, hating the #horg, making| 
war with her , and-making her defolare. | 

Though that be part of his will, yet the} 
other may aſwel be his will ; and ſo -tz-| 
kenthere, and agreeable to other Scrip- 
tures : As God laid unto Satan , (be-} 
fore the deſtruction of Ahab ) Tho ſhalt | 
be a lying ſpirit , and goe forth and do ſo, 
& thew (halt prevaile with him f.So it's (aid, | 
That the dweller 5of Ferwſalem,and their Ru- | 
lers fulfilled the Seriptwret ; (that # God: | 
wi) mm condemning Chritt, g Conſider 
then, you that fear God, if you are unde: 
any affliction or ſuffering whatloever , 
that is is God that is the efficiew $ Ind forf 
cauſe of \t. As tbe Church in the Lamer- 
tations faid, Thowgh be ( meaning God ) | 
canſeth grief, fs. ; And it us be that for- 
meth Light, and createth darkeneſſe , » and \ 
there 1s no evil in the City (1.4. ofat- | 
flicion ) bur he doth it k, If your enemies | 
hate you , look upon it as Gods twrmng 
their hearts to hate you l,(as the Egyptians 
did the /ſralerres {;1 If, they curſe you,look 
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upon it, as David did on Shime:'s curſing. 
For the Lord ( ſaith David ) bath bidden 
him wm, If robbed , ſpoiled, and repxoa-'m Sam, 16, 
ca_ by them, inks 
Lord that gave Jacob for a ſpoil 
to the Robber, 7 end Feed _ cmrſe, and n E[.42.24, 
I ſracl to reproach 6.And if you bedelvered o & 43.28, 
up into the hands of your Enemies , yet 
ſay as Fobdid, God hath delivered me up 
to the ungodly , and turned me over imo the 
f the wiched p. And if they ſlay? Jo.16.11, 
you, yet know, they ate but Gods 1nſtrs- Y, 
ments, and hand therein, q And theretore, 9 P[.17.13, 
conclude, and ſay to them ( as Joſeph did 14: 
to his Brethren) As for you,ye thought evil 
againſt me, but God meant it uno goed tr, 1Gen,50.,20 
But doth not this, as you ſay, plead for the Objett, 

enemies of God, and tend to ſtrengthen theyr 
hand, and give them incour gement to perſc- 
exte the people of God ſo Is the more. 

No more than waa peep 4-5 ſayings A4uſw. 
unto /ſrael. ( I know the evil that thow wilt 
do wnto the c 
him ground to kill and ſay, as he did af- 
terward; or the words of Chy 
das,One of you (hall betray me,tend to move 
him to. betray Chriſt. And though God 
ma give wp wicked men to their own hearts t P[.$x.12, 
luſt s r, and ſuffer them to walk tn ther own uv Ah, I4, 
waics, and commit ſuch wickgdneſſe, and x6, . 


hands 
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1, That it #6 the x0, 11, 
and Iſrael 


udren of Ifrael, { &e. Give [2K;.8.12, 
;if,faid of Ju- 


leave 


wExo.15.9 


* Pſ.86.11 
2.Conſid: 


}P/d.39.9. 


3 Exe, 14. 
23. 
& Fer.5.19. 


« Cha. 13. 
22. 
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leave them to diſcover what is in them, 
and give the Devil leave to delnde and har. 
den them (_ ashe did eAbabs Prophets ) 


and permit them as he' did Pharoah, to | 


purſue the /ſraelites, who threatned and 
reſolved fix things, 1 will purſue , Twill 
overtake, Twill dinde the ſpoyl, my loft ſhall 
be ſatisfied upon them, I' will draw my ſword, 
my hand ſhall deſtroy them w ; yet he could 
performe but one of them , and God will 


turn the rage of man to his own praiſe, and | 


the ane +: 4 of wrath he will reſtrain x, 


Secondly , as we ſhould confider, that | 


wharſoever is done, is done by the will, & 
appointment of the Lord (and therefore 
we ſhould with theProphets /rarn ro be þ6- 
tent, beranſe he doth it F ) Sowe ſhould alſo 
confider,wherefore the Lord doth all this, 
doubtlefle it is not without cauſe ; as 
God told Tfrac! of old. | And thiy ſhall 


. . kwow, that I have not done without cauſe, all 


that 1 have done to it y, Tf, like ſelf-juſtify. 


ing Judah you ask , Wherefore the Lord | 


our God hath done all theſe things wnto wx : 
I may(and oh that I could with tears men- 
tion 1t,and that my blood were fit to write 
it! ) anſwer with the fame Prophet ; For 
the grtatneſſe of our iniquities a: But alas 


Whole tongue can utter, or Whoſe pen can + 


expreſſe the marure , or oumber the great» 


neſle 


* —© * — 
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neſſe, grievoulneiſe of the (ins of the 
Profeſſors ( nay of the choileſt Chrilti- 
ans ) of this age-; to whom it may be 
truly ſaid ( as formerly to Jery/alem) That 


* they bave mmliiplied their tranſgreſſions, more 


then theyb : (i.e. then the Samarrians þ Fab ct 
with whom the Jewes had no dealings, c ) cJoh.4 .v. 


And may not ihe Lord fay to his people 
now, as formerly, Thow haſt alſo ranght rhe 
wicked ones thy wayes d, Nay,” may not 
the Saints of God generally cry out, 
Woe to 4 we have ſinned, e and her 

hke men! Yea Wo tg us we have hnned 
ſuch fins, as unrighteous men could*not 
kn, againſt light, hd love, aſſurance, and 
experience, attery/ſealing}, and conſolatt- 
ons ! Hath any generation fince the A- 
poſfles daies, had ſuch powerfulPreachers, 
and plenty of Pteachings as this generati- 
on? But we have 8Qeemed this goodWord 
and bread of Life, a3the /ſrael:les did the 


elſed © 


d Fer,2. 33% 


Lam.5.16 


Mana f ( light bread ) wEhave been fto- fFNum.21,5 


mach-ful,fick & ſurfeited, withube.fweet 
and fat things of Godshouſe , yea ( as *tis 
laid ) We have been almoſt, in all evil, mn 


midſt of the Congregation , and Aſſembly: g Pro,y. 14, 


We trampled and trod under foot the 
200d paſtures , which God had provided 


for us (and which the Saints and CAfar- 


1s of former daies , would have greatly 
paized.) 


p_=— 
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Prized. ) The fire of Religion was much 
vaniſhed into the ſmoak and air of brain 
Nytrons, and (elt-conceired opimions, ma- 
ny taking up profeſſion , as they do faſhi. 
ons, becaulz they would be in the Meade 
ot the times; and hike the Gybeonues feignr 
ing themſelves to be, what they were nor, 
becoming Proſelytes either for fear, ( as 


creeping throvgh Churches into Councils, 
Armies, Cuſtom-honſes, and other places 


Unitoxmity,Order, andChurch-Diſciplin, 
drove on(as it may be wel (uſpeRed)theis 
own particulay deſhgnes , for now being 
themſelves perſecuted, they urge the ſame 
Scriptures, &arguments for liberty of con- 
{cience Which they then wonld not allow 
co their diſſenting brethren. Hoy alſo hath 
the name of the Lord been blaſphemed,by 
the fad principles of ſomg , who under 
pretence of higher attainments , endea- 
voured to root up the very foundation , 
and main principles of Chriſtianity ? And 
others, by their looſe, and licentious be- 
haviour and praRices, have given cauſe (9 
God, to ſay, as once Jacob did to his Song, 


Simeon and Levi ; Ve bave troubled me, to. 
make 


many became Fewes when they ſaw them | 
prevail,for fear of them þ jor advantages, | 


of honour , and profit. And” others un- | 
der pretence of being for Reformation, ' 


| 


_ — 
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' enemies , and got up into their Saddles , 
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make me flinck, among the inhabitants of , 

the Land. i Hath nan Chrif been —_ Ge. 34-30. 
wounded in the hoſe, and by the hands of 

bis friends ? Tea, preſſedk,, wearied, | and RAms 2.13 
his beart broken, m with the ſins of his own [ Eſa. 7. 13 
ſervants, Was he not forſaken ( as for- 43. 24+ 
merly) by his own Diſciples > Did not the BExek,6.g, 
chiefeſt of bis Miniſters too much imbrace 

this evil world, by removing from lefler,to 

greater L1wings? & did they not over dif- 

pence with their own principles, to com- 

ply with the contrary, where Earthly booty 

did byafle,choofing that end of the Scales, 

that did weigh heavieſt of the World? 

And did not the Rulers, ( yea thoſe that 

pretended to be the greatelt Reformer: ) 

make 1t a great part of their,work , togec 

to themſelves, and to give to one ano- 

ther , and their friends, not only the 

chiefeſt and gainfullz Oſhces, but the 

ERates of therr Ememies ; nay, have not 

ſome been delinquifyed, and decimated , 

more for their Eſtaces ; than for theix 

Crimes > Ah! how miſerably did moſt 

men forſake their principles, and former 

praſtices, building what they did once de- 

firoy, and deny what they had before in 

words , and writings profeſled : and when 

they had diſmounted, and dethroned their 


C 2 and 
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and ſeats, and trampled upon their pride, 
with as great pride ; till God had rejec- 
ed their confidences , and ſuffered them 
to crumble to nothing, and their ſtrength 
( which was made an /do/) ro depart from 
them. And not only they, bur the gathe- 
r:dChwurches, though encreaſed with Mam- 
bers , Gifts, and #ealth, did decline and 
decay in Love, Zeal, Spiritual watchful- 
meſs, Self-demal , Humility , Pirtyto, and 
praying for others; and how bitter, four, and 
ſelvith were we grown ? beſides the ſecret 
fins, which God & our own conſciences only 
knew,our apparent fins became a ſtumbling 
block to the poor world, And Ged had cauic 
to ſay to divers of his Churches, as he 
once did to [ſracl, How art thou turned mn- 
to the degenerate plant of a ſtrange Vine un- 
# Jer.2, 21. tome u } And what bath my beloved to 
do 1n my houſe, ſeeing (he hath wrought lewd- 

neſs with many, and the holy fleſh is depar- 
Ch. 11,15 ted from her o ? 


al upon GodsPeople 1s,if need be(ſaithPe- 
ter ) you are in heavineſs , through many- 
p1 Pet. 1.6 fold temprations. p God ſaw a need of it 
before it came, and we ſee a need of it 
now it is come : It came as 'ſeaſonable 
as ever Froſt did in Winter, or Ramin 


ting 


3. Conſid, 3-Conhder,how neceſſary the preſent try-' 


Spring : We ſhould account this preven+ * 
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ting Grace, and ſay with Job, Thy _ : 

tion : bath preſerved ”y Spirut q ; The heat9 Job, 

of proſperity would have burnc us , if God 12+ 

had not ſent this Cloud of affliction to co- 

ver us. On where had the moſt part of 

profefiors been in a ſhort time, if God had 

not teptin / Our wiſe Phy/ſitzan Chriſt, 

knew by our complexions , that we Were 

running into a dang erous diftemper, and 

therefore hath given us preventing Phy- 

licks, and this 1s the way that God ſome- 

times takes tO heal his People. He went 

on frowardly in the way of bus heart ( mark 

that) 1 have ſcen bis waies, and 1 will 

heal bim tr. God hath brought us into the ” Eſa. 57. 

pound,not to ftarve vs, bur (being ſhrewd Wy 

Cattle ) to keep us from further miſchicf: 

According to that ſaying, 7 will bedge 

: Au" waies with Thornes " ad anche all Hof, 2. 6 
at ſhe (ha (halt not find b:r i , and (he (hall R 

follow her lovers, and ſhall nat overtake 

them, 

Lzt us conlider the time of proſperity , 4. Conſid, 

Peace and Liberty we have enjoyed ; We 

have had a late Jubilee, a long Vacation X 

and as good , and icafonable a "Harveſt to 

provide , and lay up in fore againſt the 


. Winter, as any Gould deſire, 


And now we ſhould confder , what 
Rock wz have gotten and laid up © For 


C3 every 


14 A Word Seaſon, 


Can, 7. 13, every true C hriſtians heart, lates Wp ſowe- 
what for Chriſt, and ſomerhing for himlelf, 
and ke 1s like the wiſe Scribe or Howſholder, 
mentioned in the Goſpe/,able to bring forth 

et Mat. 13, things new and old, out of bis treaſury t . 

52, The time of Proſperity , ought to be a 
time of gaining, and the time of Adverſity, 
of (pending grace,and of bearing and endu- 
ring. AChnttian ſhould never do any thing 

».2 Tim. 1, for Chrift v, but he ſhould expe& to ſuffer 

Cx, 12. for ſo doing; for how can an enemy , that 

flings a ſtone, or ſhoors an Arrow againſt 

bis Enemy, but expect the ſame flung or 
ſhot to him again : and every Chriſtian 
is ſo to the Dewwland his Kingdom, 

| All afflictions and tryals, as they are 

ns. the Appointments & Ordinances of God, 

| are profitable to his people , that are ex- 
erciled therewith : And for that end 
chiefly, doth the Lord lay them upon 
them ; as the Apoſtle ſaith , That they 
might be p_ of bis Holineſſe w. God 
blefleth this Ordinance, to do good when 
other Ordinances fail ; and God prepares 
by this fire, ſuch Phyſick, (nay indeed it is 

Phyſick_ it ſelf) as removes, and cures 

thole Cronical, old , and long continued 


bene facere , 
& male an- 
dire. 


wHe.12.10 


not healed otherwiſe, or by other means. 
And David experienced this , when he 
ſaid 


diſeaſes, and fins of the $oxl, which are + |- 
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ſaid unto God, Thow art good, and doſt Pſa, 119, 
» That is,good in affiRtion, and doft 68. 
900d by affliction ; for ſo the words before 
and after clearly ſhew ; Before 1 was 
ed, I went aſtray, but nww 1 have kept 
thy word, x And it is good for methat [xvell. G7. 
have been affuted , that 1 might learn thy 
Sarmtes y.” Affliction is the ſpuitual ſhep- 7 VET 77. 
herds hook , with which he drives back 
ſtragling,ftraying, & our-skipping theep : 
or as the Salt that new ſeaſons, the almoſt 
quite corrupred fleſh; And the book wher- 
in all Chriſts Schollars leam expenence ; 
as the Apoſtle makes experience the fruit 
of patience, and patience, the produt 
of tribulation ; Te glory, ſarth be, in tribu- 
lation, knowing , that tribulation workgth 
patience ; and patience experience, 2 The® Rom. 5.23.. 
ſame word in the Hebrew, ſignifies Inftru. Mar. 
fon, and Correction ; for 1n both, God 
makes out himſelf to the Soul; So that 
what they once heard by the voice of the 
word, theyhear again from the voice of his 
rod : And in this ſenſe it's ſaid of Chrift, 
that he learned obedience : ( that is, expert- 
mentally ) by the rhings be ſuffereda. B 
Aion: can Chriſtians - to Bl BRAY 
over agam what they heard before, and 
todo berrer what they knew before. 
Confider that in al ikely-hood & proba- 6. Conſid, 
C4 uliry, 


þ Exth, 47. 
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bility, we are but entred into the Aﬀi. 
&ion, and the floods are bur beginning to 
riſe, like as it is ſaid, { in another cate) 
of Ezthiels watersb : and the furnace 
yet, 15 but making hot, and ſcarcely, have 
any taſted ſuch bitcer affliions,as he pIt- 
mitive Mart yrs did. And moſt of the Chri» 
ſhans of this age have ſcarce ſuffered (0 
much for Chrift, as thoſe they count their 
perſecutors (uffered for man ; though like 
daint y Coy Citizens, We arc ready to COM- 
plain,when we begin to touch the Wet, or 
t:el the Cold; and as one of the Martyrs 
that cryzd out, when his executioner did 
ſtrike his Foot with the Hammer, as he 
faltned the Chain , whereas he ( dear ſoul) 
was immediately to b2 burnt, Its bad 
and thin cloath that. will not bear one 
wetting, without ſhrinking ; and a heart- 
leſs Soldier, that at the fhult Eharge, and 
with a ſlight Wand, forſakes and flyes the 
Field, We have cauſe, yet to ſay as the 


e 2Cor.4.18 Apoſile ; our afflittion 15 but light C, and 


re, Confidenng the long and (ore affli- 


"tions of the Fewes, tne ancient People of 


Ged,who were afflicted for 400 years,then 
70, and fince that, without any intermuſh- 
on above 1600 years, Alſo the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, that had ſcarce in 300 
years,{o much liberty,peace,and freedom 
from 
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from Perſecution, as We had within theſe 

few years : We cannot ſay. as the Prophets) 

That from our youth we have been af- Pla 88. v5 
flifted d ; or that all Ggds Waves and Bil- 6 ſa. oY 
lewes,are gone over us e: What if God ſhould © & 42+ 7: 
ſay now , ( as he did formerly ) That the 

Enemies ſhould devour Iſrael with open 

wouth f: And that the preſent Phenrx,the 

Church of God ſhould \ burnt up , that al £/4-9- _ 
more pure, finleis, and ſpiritual ſeed may 
ſpring up 1n the 10ome thereof, that may 
be counted to the Lord for a generation ? 
And what if it be the Lords mind, that 
this Generation (hall Sow in T ears,or Blood, 
( as former Generations have done for us ) 
that following Generations may reap with 
joy? Our cares and dehres ſhould be 
that God would put an end to our Sins, ra- 
ther than to our Swfferings; and we ſhould, 
account it ( as our Savwnr, and his A- 
peſtle ſaid in another caſe ) more bleſſed to 
give thay to receive, 

That how great ſoever the Tryal may > Confd. 
prove , yet it 15 {tinted and limited =: ; 
in reſpect of Nature, Degree, and Time. 

There hath no temptation, ſaith the Apo- 
file g ( that isno kind of tryal ) hath s: of 1 Cor, 10. 
yu, but ſuch AS 15 Common to man : that 1s, 12. 
but either befel others before you, or what 
you thall be able to bear; as the words 
" follow- 


Mat.10.41 
Alts 20, 35 
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following intimate : ho will nor fs 
104 to be terifitel above what you art ablege. | 
to bear : God hath the meaſuring alſo of | 
the AMiRion ; and this 1s the difference 
© berween Gods correcting his people, and | 


| 


puniſhing the wicked, To his people be 

b Jer.30.11 ſaith, I will not make a full end of them : 

ut to thzir enemies, he ſaith, [will nakt 

s Cha. 46. a full end of all the Nations | : Yea, he will 

28. deſtroy them both Soul and body, as another 

kEſa.10.17 Prophet ſpeaks k, - But when he was very 

anary With 1/rael, and bid the enemy de- 

Her. 5.10 ſtroy them , but { yer ſaith he ) mak 
* 25 bot afullendl. 

And Chriſt himſelf will ſtand by,as aten- 
derPhyſit:an,to ſee not only all the Ingre- 
dients put into their Potion, bur alſo the 
compounding &weighing to a grain,every 
Doſe that ſhall be given to theſe tis Pars- 
ents,( being ſuch extraordinary friends, as 
his Wife, & Children, his Brethren, Siſters, 
and Companions ) yea he will be like a juft 
Jade, . raking care that the Executioners 
( for no better are the Perſecutors of Gods pev- 

p/e) (hal not vent out their own malice, but | 
give due correction , not one ſtroke more 
than the royal Law(i.e.the Goſpel New Co- 
venant ) allows ; for the afflictions of the 
p2ople ofGad,is one of the New-Teſt ament 
Legacies : And thzrefore the Apoſtle ſaith is, 
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his wo nite 106 ts ſuffer m. And whillt 9Ph1,1.29. 
this his Gold and Silver is in the fire, be 

es there _— as the Refiner » : he doth» Mal. 3,2, 
nor cove , and goe, as if he were about 

| ſve ordinary work. Likewiſe for the 

fave it is limired , and therefore the time 

| of the deliverance of Gods Charch,is called 

| the ſet thre ©, And the Tribulation of the, Pla. 102 
Saints of the New-Teſtament is reckoned | "On 
TRw by daies , ( which under the O/d- * 
eftement was by years; as the bondage 


yo rpms 
rn enmmomin ron 


| of Eoype, 43 years, and the Capnivity of 


lor 70 years;)p Te ſhal have tribulation Key ST 
tn dares; G the ( barch was in the Wilder- Ae 
wſs126 daies;Yea & all the while ſhe was 
there ro0 , ſhe was in the place prepared 
+ ay , and there alſo fed by them q;'but , Rev, 12.6 
by whom ? ſurely cicher by Argels, ſuch 
# wmiſtred to Chriſt, when he was in the 
Wilderneſs r, or th: two Witneſſes,as ſome rMar.4.11. 
ſuppoſe, or thoſexhar carned them Cap- | 
tiveszfor God makes them treat his people 
well, as he made Nebazaradan do: The 
pr of the People, to whom he gave 
Vine-yards, as the text ſaith , at the ſame 
time (or in thatday)and ſo Nebucadnezzar 

" command to the ſame' —_ that 

e (honld look, well to Teremy and do him no $ 
bars, s &c. Go Fl one of the Em. J#r.36.10 ; 
prers Captains , was made to intreat ws 

Paul 


20. 


3. 


27. 


& 27. 3s 


yCh.28, 30, 
31, 
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had a command from a greater than Au. 
guſtus, even from God to do it ; though 
indeed the Hzarhens oranted more li- 


b2rty,than profeſſing Chri/tians do now;for 


then a man might not be judged before be wa 


wA7.28.18 ,omined u, nor committed, without firſt ſig. 
W eAct, 25, nifying the crimes laid againſt him w, The 


Romans gave liberty for Paul to goe to but 
friends, and bus friends to Miniſter , and 


x Ch.24.237o come unto bim x. In thoſe daies a 


poor Priſoner might hire a houſe ; and 


a perſecuted Preacher and Priſoner ( as | 


Pax! was,) had liberty to preach the King- 
dome of Gm, and teach the things which 
concerned the Ld Jeſus Chriſt with con- 
fidence,no man forbidding Fs And for the poor 
people that had no: the Law, to do more 
than thoſe that hive both Law and Goſpel, 
is tothem a praiſe, and to us a ſhame. 
Conſider what fram? of ſpirit you now 
nave, being under ſufferings;for God calls 
for, & expects that his peoples ſpirits, and 
the frame of their hearts, ſhould corre 
pond with their Conditions ; as we find 
frequently in the Scriptures, If then ( that 
1s, 1n their captivity ) their uncircumciſed 
earts be humbled, and they then accept of 
the puniſhment of their iniquity ; Then will 
I remember ( (auth the Lord ) my Cove- 


l nast!, 


X ' 
t At.27. 1. Paul courteouſly t,no thanks to him, for he | ® 
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wart, 2 ec, Mark what kind of ſpirit God 
requires, to be 1f1 his people 1n the time 


| of their Aﬀiction,namely a Humble, Meek, 


and Patrent Spirit ; a Spirit oftended nei- 

ther at God nor men, nor the Aﬀiction it 

ſelf ; but only at themſelves : allo juſtify- a Fzr.9. 13 
ing God as Ezra did ; T hou haſt pumPſhed us ſee Job, 11, 
leſs than ows. 11 quuties have deſerveda. And 6, 

David, #ken thou with rebuke deſt corrett b PJa, 39, 
men for imquity b, and judging themſelves c, 11. 

and becoming more guilty 1n their own c 1 Cor, 1x, 
eyes, as God laid by the Prophet ; / will 3x, 

goe to my place till they be gmiltyd, Andd Hoſ.s. 15 
lay as Job ſaid , If I be righteous, yet will mare. 

I nat lift up my head, 1 am full of confuſion, 
therefore ſee thou my afflittion e : As if Job , Job.r0,15 
had {faid, Oh Lord my work is to behold 

Sin, and be ſenſible of my confuſion ; but 

thine is to take notice of my affliction, and 

to ſhew compallion ; Or as Nehemiah 

pray'd, Spare me according to the greatneſs 

or multitude of thy mercy f. And Chnilti- c 7.h _ 
ans work in afflicton, is to be weeping ,,, * © 
mourning, ſorrowing, affliting, humbling * 
fegiching, cleanſing , and fearing them-. 

ſelves, and trembling at Gods Judge- 

ments, and ſoaking in the ſuds of true 

repentance , hghing , and being greatly 


+ aſhamed, & deeply afflicted, an (elf-mi- Jan. 4.9. 


ſerable g, lifting up their voice earneſtly 
; unto 


— 


22 


h Num. 5. 
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unto the Loxd, like people that. have their 
houſes and Beds on hre, crying out, wha 
ſhall me do ? or like people in a great 
flood, every one ſticking cloſe to one anc» 
ther, &ſezking to help each other through, 
And bringing old (ins, (yea, & our own ta- 
ther thanothers) to remembgance, as there 
was under the Law, offering of memorial, 
bringing 1mquit y to remembranceh;we ſhould 
now like Joſeph's brethren,remember onr old 
1n1quities, aud fall down to the ground ; and 
{ay as Judab ſaid, What ſhall I ſay unto my 
Lord? what (hall we ſpeak? how (ſhall we 


clear our ſelves } God bath found out onr 1ni- 


i Gen, 4.4.16 qwties 1. Chrittians work in time of 


affliction, is not to be jarring one with a- 
nother, & upbraiding each other with for- 
mer miſcarnages(though they may in love 
and meeknefle admoniſh and mind one a- 
nother thereof ) or toſtand upon their tip- 
toes &plcad their own innocency, (for who 
can ſay his beart « clean? ) or ftrive about 
controverſal truths ; as thoſe two Martyrs, 
(in Q.M.days) that trove in the Biſhops 
houſe about Infant Bapr:ſm, which the Bi- 
{hop ſoon decided,by comitting them bar 

to Priſan,and ſoon after to the Fire. Nei- 
ther is this 2 time to frer(or as the Hebrew 
word hgnihes, T hander )aga:uft our enennec, 
4 go9d Hannah did egamft ber agverſary , 


that 
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aa. GG. ar oO at ct i=». aca4©@0xq i... 


Vs nt < on. Z 
that did ſore provoke her k.;nor yet to oy 44, x 54 x6. 
Micha 4:4 after his Idols ;, Te bave taken 
any wy Gods, when the things: of this { Jud. 18.23 

World are taken away from us : much 

leſs to goe on in (in,or to ireſpaſs more aud w 2Chr 28, 

more m , a3 wicked Ahaz. did,or as 1ſraet 21, | 

did fin from Canaan to ( aldean under « Fxg, I6. 

affliction,and ſo add more fuel to the fire, 2g, 

ta augment the fierce anger of the Lord 0: 5 Nam 32. 

but rather let eyery one tur» ſpeedily from x 4. 

by Sins p; and if theie be rmigmity is hu p1Ki8. 35 

heart, band or houſe, to put it far, (and for 9 Fob.11.14 

ever) away, as Jaceb did cauic his houſhold g& 22 

to do when he was in danger of the Cana- 

antes and Perizates x ; that God may accor> , Gen. 35.2 

ding to his promiſe , retwrn to hss people in 42 

mercy { ,from the hierceneſle of his anger, 

which they have ſo greatly kindled, ſ 2Chr. 30.6 
Chrittians ſhould alſo conhder their 9.Conſed. 

Waies, and their Works, ( as well as 

the frame of their ſpirits) For Gods eyes 

are upon the waies of man, and he ſceth all his 

gungey and wergheth all bus Attions u: when t Job. 34.21 
people of God were going,or gone in- # 1Sam,2, 3 

to Captivity, one main duty Which they 

were called to perform, was to ſearch , 

and ery their waies w. Another Prophet allo __ —_— 

molt tolemnly ( and twice in one Chapter) = 


| tells the people from God, when they were 
catele(s and minding their own concernes, 


and 


24 


x Hag.1.5. 


7. 
yJEcl.11.9. 


z Ext. 6.9. 


a Jer 22.17 
b 2Pet.2.14 
c Joſh.14.8. 
dEſa. 7. 2. 
e Lu.21, 26 
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and things; That that was the time for 
them th conſider, or ſet their hearts on their 
waies x, Oh that every one of us would 
conſider the ſecret and hidden waies of 
our hearts ; for ſuch there are y:for our (pi 
rits and our thoughts,defres and affeions 
may be travelling in 6y-peths,or going and 


hunting after ſome finfull prey, as the | 


hounds in the night, ſome after pleaſure 
and fleſhly tz Inſts ; others after covetouſ- 
neſs, and the things of the Werld: asit 
is ſaid of ſore, that their eyes , and hearts, 
are not, but for their Covetouſneſs a, and ex* 
erciſed with coverous prattices b; other mens 
hearts hifred up to deſtruction, and others 
melring c&failing for fear of men d, &of the 
things that are coming upon the Earth ©: 
anda there are the waies of the heart,ſo 
there are the waies andthe walkings of the 
outward man, to bz conhdered, whether 
pure or impure,whether above or beneath, 
whether crooked or freight, whether 
forward or backward , or hdeward , whe- 
ther the old way of Saints , or the 
old way of finners ( for there are both.) 
whether waies of Darkyeſs or Light, fin- 
cerity or hypocriſy , ſpitituality , or for- 
maliry, undehled or ſpotted , the way of 
Gods Commandments, or of mens Tra- 
ditions, the Way of honeſty or diſhoneſty, 
It's 
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I's bad ſtanding, worle fitting, þyt worſt 
of all walking, running, perſiſting , ( and 
eſpecially pleading tor ) any fintul way ; 
Take heed therefore you Sons and davgh- 
ters of Zzon, lett yau be and continue in 
Babylon ;, but flee out of the midſt thereofg. 
When God threatens to dettroy hex,going 
or qunning out of her, will nor ferve the 
wn, bur you mult fly, for her Judge- 
wents will come ſuddainly, in one day ( nayin 


94 hour) Death, Mourning ,and Famine, and , 


ſhe ſhall be witerly burnt up h - And b:zware a 
9 


leſt you lodge in her Suburbs, or be back- 
ward as ſome will be, oo come out of her : 
29 1t appears , that vorwithitanding , One 


Angel cried, and that mightily : That Baby- : 
lon that great City ts faln, faln 1: Tet an- 


# ber Voite WAL heard Jrom Hear en ſaying : 
Come ont of her my people, that ye be not par - 
takers of her fins, leſt ye be partakers of her 


25 


[FLALL 6, 


Rev.18.8 


verſ, 


ws 


-— 


_ : Lot in Sodom was neceſiunated k vet, 4. 
to 


ſent and plucked ont of the mudſt of the 
werthrow I, In the name of the Lord, 


e Peter to ſave your ſelves, from this 
oward generation, 


bw be exhorted by the words of the {Gen.19.26 
4 
| Ford 


m Atl; 2.40 
41. 


Conſider one another n,, as the Apoſtle eX- 1.5 Cond. 


id ſore perſecution and afflition ; for 24. 


Mhour this , there cannot be a perfor- 
D * mance 


| - . . 
reed the Hebrewes , ina time of great ,, Heb. 10, 


o Neh. 2.10 


pEfF. 10, 
q Exo, 26. 


24. 


y1Cor. I2, 


24, 25. 


[ Cai, 3.1 


13, 
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mance of thoſe other duties , as exhort- 
ing, comforting, edifying and beating 
with one another. This conhderation 1s 
very neceflary in a day of affliction and 
tryal ; becauſe then there will. be the 
greatelt temptation, to be ſelviſhand ſen- 
torious ; and every one will be ready ( as 


theProverb is)to ſeek to ſave oneor himſelf; | 


but every one thould hke Nehemiah , 
ſockthe welfare of Iſrael! o, of all the people 
of Ged, or like Mordecar,T hat did [eek the 
wealth of the people, and ſpeak peace to all hu 
ſeed p: For all believers are like the boards 


' of the 7 abernacle, that were perfetlly joyned 


beth abort and brreath q; and God hath tem- 
pered the whole body of bis C burch together } 
16 that every part [hould Sympathize with 
each other, and care one for another. Ani 
whether one member ſuffer, all the member: 
ſheud ſuffer with it, or one menil er be honow 
red, all the members rejoice with itt, put” 
ing on bowels of mercy, b;n4reſs , hunbleneſs 
6 mind, mech; eſs, lorg ſuffering \forbearirg 
8/14 anot ber, ard forgiving one another [; pi 
tying the tempted, [treng:nning the HY 
helping to recover and 1Ct 1A joint again 
thoie that aze falv, icheving tae poor, ga- 


thering up the halt and lame , giving the | 


ſame meaiure of atlowance to o: hers 


by 
Gi, 


which we expect from them ; making thef tar 


falls 


"N 
- 
$ 
d 
\- 
L- 
1s 
f; 
Jy 
le 
he 
"ud 
as 
ied 
_ 
T 
ith 
{ nd 
er 
nr 
wi" 
Ml j 
arg 


pr 


2% 


ain} they (i, Ee, the Children of Iſrael ) forgot xPſa, >$.11 
bis works x;and in the other,that they forgot y with 106. 
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falls of others, our own fears, and ſet- 
ing before our eyes the tryals af others, 
tor warning to our [elves 
Conſider the mighty works that God **- C onfid, 

hath done, and thar he 1s doing ; 50 the 
people of God did formerly. 7 how art the 
God that doth wondert,thou haſt declared thy ,, _ 
flrength among the people t: And David, tPſa.7 .14 
being in affliction, wro'e a P/alw, Which . 
he calls,a Pſalm to bring toremenpbrance v; * F[4. 70, 
and Caleb remembred the words that God 
had ſpokgn of him , to Moſes forty froe Years 
before w. And wherefore did God cauſe " 
Manna, Arons rod, Fe. to bz laid up, Oz 4 Joi : T4 
the Sroxes taken out of the bottom of, Jor- ? / 
dan, to be puched upon the other hide 2 
or Qoth God (o often put the /ſraelues 1n 
remembrance of theu Redempiton out of 
Egype - but that he would have them fill 
mindfull thereo?, it being alſo ſo great 
a5in in men, to forget the works of the 
Lord, as that itis ſaid to forget God him- 
ſelf, as appears clearly by comparing 
wo Pſa/ms together , where the ſame (to- 

relaced ; in the one it1s ſaid, that 


God their Saviour y. 21. 
Again the time of affliction, is a time x2, Conſod, 
men to conſider their latter end ; and 

D 2 yet 


28 A Word in Seaſon. 

Deut, 32. yet as God formerly wiſhed it 2, and com- 
29. pl.e 'ned that men did not doit a : So doubt- 
a Lam.1.9. eff: ( as by ſadexperience we find ) it is 
now ; no!Withſtanding the Weapons of 

death,are drawn and pointed at our hearts 

and heads, and this King of terror him- 

ſelf, 1s ready to come in at our windowes 

and doors dayly , and many younger, 

{tronger and better than we, cut off tud- 

dainly - yet we lay it not to heart, bur 

pur off thinking of this great Debt ; and 

lictle think , how amazing , and perhaps 

enwelome it will be to us when it comes. 

We tind many of Gods Worthies and Rout 

Champions, as Job, David, Hezehuah, and 

Prter , When they came to encounter with 

this Leviathar,like th: men of 1ſrae! when 

Gol:ah appeared to them fearful. Job when 
he thought to comfort h1m{el; fg7e® afraid of 

[rYorwe by And Wy o Bec wie tfatth he , 

& Jov.9.2 7, It woe ws thow wilt ot hold me wmnocent b, 
25. For of Gods imputing Sin to him, made 
him fearful {e{t Got ſhould 1mpote more 
af: tion won him ; and fo take him away 


6 Ch. 17 1. Graves are Teal) for me C: h2thought 
where ever he came , he was todye, and 
there Ws a Grave pointed out for mm, 
and ready to fwallow him up. David alfo 
tough a man of orext faich, 1s {aid to be 
One 


43 Y .»* * #3» Thx. » Cacel 
wWi.h his troxe: anotner time ng Caich, Ti——_ 


ſ buy. By all theſe inftances, we may 
detec warming, how unfree, even many 
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one while ſore a fraid of Achit, another 
while of going wp to Gibeah, ( becauſe of 
the danger of death in both places ) an+ 
other while he cries out, That the terrork 4 Pſay 5.4. 


x $4.21.12, 


of death were faln pan him d : and theret 
fore ( doubtlels) he praies unto the Lord; , 39. 13, 
to ſpare him a little e, Alſo when Heackial 

was but bid prepare,for he muitgie ; ſec 

what a ſad, and lamentable writing hc 

wrote thereupon; 1 am deprived ( taitty 

he )of the reſidue of my years, 1 (hall [ee may 

no more ; mine age 15 departed from me , ant 

removed as a ſhepherds Temt | , &C. Antif Eſa. 38. 
did not our Saviour foretel Peter, When %. OLL.12, 
thou ſhalt be old, and another ſhall gird thet ; 

( as the. cuſtom in that kind of executipn 

was, ) and carry thee whither thou wouldeſt 

wat, This ſpake be, ſignifying by what death 

he ſhonld glorifie God g : Peter as far as/he £ John 21, 
was fleſh and blogd , was unwilling to **» 77 
ſufter. Nay, our Saviour Chriſt himtelf , 
as he was man, prayed, that if tt were poſ- 
ſible, 1s Father would let the Cup paſſe from 


o 


Mat. 26.29 


clioice Saints may be to dye , when they 
are broughtto it; and yer ſome like Paul, 
may defre it; and it's like wo be molt Phi/. x21, 
ealy, and left rerribl2to them thar fear it 
molt , and conſider of it, and wair for 
D 3 ie 


Jv 


hHe.;.1 


b 20. -F. 


kCh.12. ;, 
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it moſt ſeriouſly , and conſtantly. 


Laftly, As an & ncouragement to go2 
& through all Tribu/ations, Perſecntions, and 
Death it {elf; _ Conſider Chrifth, and the 
cloy1 of witneſſes i , am Martyrs that are 
vone before , Who are paſſed over and 
through all chote floods, and are ſafely ar- 
rived Tolhore , and gor off this rrouble- 
ſome, turbulent Sea of the World ; to the 
Calm, and qmaer Haven of Salvation. For 
tonſider him that endured ſuch contradittion 
of ſinners agaiſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied, 
and faint 11: your minds k; Oras 1tis in the 
verie hefore , look on bras , conhder him 
m his ſ{ufferins ſtate; and behold him 
in his glonihedNate. By his ſufferings, 
he taught us the way, by his now living 
in Heaven , he ſhews us the Wages. 
Jacob Wes! gladly down into wth hecauſe 
Toſeph was there . Ic ſhould be no more 
to a believer, to follow ( brit through ſuf- 
fering and Dearth, than for a woman, that 
lives from her husband in a Cottage, and 
ſtrange Country , to paſs over a Riveggr | 
a narrow Sex (in a ſafe veſlel too) to voto 
her husband to live in a Kingly-pallace, 
and in her ownCountry with him for ever. 

Having hniſhd the Contiderations; In 
the next place be pl-aſed for to hearken 
to a few Counſels, which are judged ne- 
ceſlary, and ſ{caloftable, 
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Be perſwaded, that whatſoever afflicti- 3+ Counſel 


on any of youChiiſtians are under already, 
or ſhall be brought under, it 1s in love 
from God to your Souls : Fm whom the 
Lord loveth he chaſtiſeth a; and 4s many al 11.h 12.6 
lwe( ſaith Chiiſt) 7 rebake b: As God 
ſaid to Jſrael of old , therefore you only have 
[ known of all the famulies of the earth: whet- 
as on the other tide, the not puniſhing of 
the wicked, is a fipn of Gods hatzed to 
them c : And therefore heve no hard c Hoſ.4.14. 
thoughts of God, how long and ſore ſrever he 
whippeth , and ( baſhſe:hd; For when be dEſa.63.8. 
ſees blood onthe Rod, his picty will fly up © Exch. 38, 
into his face , towards you , and fwry to- 15. 
wards the Kd e, »bich are the wicked in f Eſ. 10,15, 
his f hand : 

Be alſo certain and confident, that all 2, Conr/. 
his Carrettions, will be for your good and 
proht. As David oy experience covid 
ſay, It us good for me that 1 have been affli= 
feds: Andthe ApofMe ftauh, He{zr.e.£ Pſa, 119, 
God) corretts ws for owr profu h; As 2 hiſobe- 71+ 


bRev.z, 19, 
Amy, 3.32, 


| 
bo _— after his fath*r hath correct- ÞHe.12, 10 


im, is received into his Fathers fa- 
vour again ; ſo ſaith che ſixth verſe of wat 
Chapter. AfﬀfiRion drawes 1h: Anger 
with it out of God his Father,and rhe ceute 
of anger , Winch is Six, our of the Child, 
Ste Eſa. 1. 25. & 27.8. Jer.30. 15,17, 
D 4 Dan, 


32 


L9, 


3. (oun/. 
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.+ Daz, 11, 25, & 13, 10, Zach, 13. 9, 


s 1Pe, 2.23. 


+ Pſ.10, 14. 


'2 « Pot. 2. 


Heb. 12, 11, 1 Pet, &: 18, &@® $F. 10. 
and more” in the experiences following, 
Labour to commir your ſelves, and ail 
your concernments to the Lord, even as 
Chriſt and the ſervants of God formerly 
did : He (i.e. Chrift) Commited him. 
ſelf , or as it is in the margent, his 
Cauſe ) to bim that judgeth righteouſly i 
Soitis ſaid, That the poor man committed 
himſelf to God + : or (as it is in the Hebrews) 
be leaveth himſelf to him ; that 1s,when he 
ſuffers unjuſtly, h2 gives up hinuelf and 
Cauſe to thz Lord, judging that there 1s 
ſafery in no other ; and by doing tais P 
tiently, God takes ir {0 acceptably ( that 
he ſhould truſt him with all , and that be- 
fore and above all others too ) that he 
counts it as the Apoſtle ſaith, (a wonderful 
expreſſion ) thank worthy , Or worthy 
thanks k from him:As aNoblemasx or Land- 
Lord, when one of his poor Neighbour: 
or Tenants refers his life, and all he hath 
to him, to determine thereof , will ſay, 


I thank thee Neighbour or Tennant "Yan 


thy good opimion ot me. There muſt be a 
£009 perſwaſion in that Soul , ( as Paw 


| had / ) of Gods power,and faithfulneſſe,that 


will commit the keeping of tuch a Jewel, 
25 the Soul js, to him: and yet, Why not ? 
for 


| 


” Om. I —— 


IE 


| 


| for he is ſaid to keep of m + And Peter mPr.24. 13 
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who had experience of Jelf-keeping or 
rather looſing his own Soul , hadlearn- 
ed that Leſm, and therefore taught it 
unto others : Wherefore (ſaith he ) let them 
* that ſuffer according to the will of God( mark 
that , not if they tuffer otherwiſe, for then 
he will not keep chem ) commit the keeping 
of their Souls to him , in well-doing, as unto 
4 fatthful Creator n. Do but ſecure your » 1 Pe.4.19 
Souls in that ſafe hand, and then you need 
* = * T, . * 
not fear ſuffering Further , 4.Connl, 
Be adviſed not to fear any creatures 
whatſoever: This exhortation is very often 
given in Scripture, Fear not; Moſes gives 
. ky . 4 F : f 
this exhortation both to /ſracf, and Joſtua Due, 13.6 
diſtindtly,fear wor nor ve afraido\ them,fear 
ot, neither be dt [maid p; and three times 
» . . ' $ * » p pa v7 
doth God in one Chapter exhort his People 7 Eſa. 4* 
Iſraelnot to fear though their enemies were |. 1; 
44d .S —_ \. Ko b ha V.lJ, +, 
ftrong,and 4id ftrive againit them, and they 
but ike a Worme, Ye! th ey were not to fear 
them : Our Saviour ( br:/} likewiſe gives 
the ſame exhortation ti1ee times in the , Mat. 10. 
nth Ch.of Mathew r. And 1's worth Con- a6. 28, 2x 
| | | 20, 20, 3h, 
fideration, what little cauſe m2n have to 
fear poor Mortels, Who are but graſs, wormr, 
and thimbles full of dat; as lixewiſe that it 
is Idolatry in a high degree to fear ( rea- 
tures ; aud the fear of man bringeth a ſnave, 
/ tac 
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( thatis, draweth men into a ſnare :) 
, But whoſo putteth his truft in the Lord ſhall 
er.29. 25- be ſafe ſ: Allo the fearful, are the firſt 
ſort that are threatned, ts have their part | 
in the Lake which burneth with fire ad 
brimeſtone t : And God commanded Jere. 
miah, rot to fear his enemies , (and yet, | 
of all the #rophers, he ſeemed ro have moſt 
cauſe) Kpan pain of being con([umed y Or brehe 
in peices before them 1: FearGod, ſelf and fin, 
&you need fear no more. And asCbr:ftaith 
Fear none of thoſe things that you ſhal ſuffer, 


Rev.2” 8. 


» Jer.1,17. 
Rev, 2. 10, 


Obrelt, But are not en commanded by Solomon , 

to fear the Lord and the King? Pro, 24.21, | 
Anſw. Paul reſolves that caſe dearly, Ma.1 = 1 
Rom. 13. 2, 4.where he ſaith, Rulers ave not 4 terror 10 
4. good works (or workers , Eph.5.11, ) but to 


the evil: Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the Power? ( or nearer the Greek, ) But 
wilt thew not ſear the power, do that which 1s 
good, and thou ſhalr have _ of the ſame. | 
wt if thou do that which is evil,be afraid. | 
Doubtleſs, Rulers are to be obeyed, and ſub- | 
mitted to in all lawful things ( whether t 
King, or thoſe that are ſent 3, jo ) and id. 
wr Pe. 2, Willingly and fincerely;for the Lord w,ard 
22. for onſcrence ſaks x: &itsChriſtians duties to | 
x Reom.t3.5 g1Ve them honour, and pay them Tributes |} 
Ma. 17. andCuftem;,asChriſt did y,and not to refit, 
2”. for he that reſifleth , reſiſteth the ordinance 


6; 
Pp, 


| 


| 
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of God, and ſhall recerve to themſelves *pt*%+ 
damnation , Or as the word rather hgn- 

hes, Judgement, and is ſo tranſlaced by 

our lalt Tranſlaors in four places z;and as 

Piſator renders it,penam ibs asferent, They zJoh.g 4b 
ſFall recerve puniſhment , that is from the a. 5. 10. 
Magiftrate. Agd I conceive there 1s no iCor,11,29 
warrant ( from the Scriptures ) to affirm , 3+: 

that either there are no Magiſtrates now 
in being in the World, or that the Mags- 
ſtrates, under and belonging to the fourth 
Manarchy,are notto be obey 'd. For before 
Chriſt & the Apoſtles days,the fourth AMe- 
narch Was up, (begun in Flix ( afar, and 
yer the Apoſtles acknowledg; :d and obeye 
hem(evenNers, &c. )as Magiſtr ates: ind 1 
ee no reaſon, why the later, Magiſtr ates &- 
onging to the 4th. Mon arch \ſhould not be 
obeyed (in all lawful things, as I ſaid be- 


fore ) as well as the hilt, And I coul: ” Juſt. Mar. 


| ACT, Trew, 
never meet with any - convincemg 21 _—_ c 7 en 
ment , to prove that ihe fift 14 rchy , ao Alſted. 
6 g” 3 4 E35% &@//6< 
4 | Arc, Dr. 


( which I am perſwad21 q and expect w:ll 


| - and as many Ancient 4 , anc « Modern ay 


| 


earned men, have unan{werably prov- 
ed ) will begin before ( &r./t the M1; arch”. 
himſelf, appears in the head of it, an { to 
ereR it,as the other tour wordly Murarchs 
didbefore. And being now upon this pornt” . * 
let me hint a line or two to Kirer, and © . 
Ralers, 


Mead. Bur. 
enich, Dr, 
Heaes Phy. 


ar, 
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Ruler:,who are taught from the Scripterer, 

their dutyes as well as theirSubjetty, As the 

King to write the Law of the Lord, read,anl 

keep it all the daies of bis Life, that he ma) 

learn to fear the Lord his God, and to heey 

all the words of this Law, and theſe ſtature: 

tode them, that his beart be not lifted "p 

above his Brethren, and that he turn not 4. 

 "m_oy {ide from thecommandment,to the right hand 
oa an. left c, Oc. And that he let up the 
—_— ene Worthip of God, according to nis own 
Ws 22-6 divine Will, andlike g00dJehoſophat, Aſa, 
_ $Aahy' Joſias, & Hezelsah, pull down all [dalatry, | 
+= and Profanefſe, And as Solomon ſaith, Scatter | 

2. 29. 25 the wicked , and Mring the wheel over them, 
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dPr.20. 26. 1 which elſewhere, he alſo ſaith, &« the way 
E 25, F. toſtabliſh his T hrone Ce: And like David, 
have the faithful of the Land to dwell wah 

him ; and not to ſuffer Lyars nor Flatterers 

F Pſa. 101, to ſtand in bw ſight f: But as the Apoſtle 
Un ps A Sen parſe evil rh R - 
"hs » The puniſming of evil acers , ard jor the praiſe 
$23. - filowita do well h : giving alſo wk 


[F6.2,14. ragement, and liberty to all good _ | 
ans , toprofels and praftice the don 


and waies of Chrift and his Apoſtles, (who | 
were then falfly called , and counted | 


as thoſe arg now, that walk after their 
See before p. Teachings,and converſations , Mad-men, 
vB, 2e Hereiicks,Sciſmatichs, Turbulent, Sedtions 
perſons, 


ns I —— em 
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perſons, &c. ) that they may lead a quiet and 

praceable life in all Godlineſs and hozeſty i : x Tim, 2.2, 
This would be acceptable to Ged,and give 
incouragement to ( briſtians, to pray for, 

and pay cuſtoms to them, But if they com- 

mand any thing contrary tS the word of 

God,they are not to be actually obeyed: ſee 

Efther 3.2,3.Das.3.18.&6.10.13.Alt.4. 

19. and 5.29. See Bp. Andrews on the third 

Com, and Par.on Rom. 13. 

Chriſtians (ſhould allo redeem axd im Conn, 
prove time k, ( it being ſhort! and uncer- kFphb.y.16. 
nin,and before evil and worſe daies come |) | p.0/ 19 ox 
for private exetciles eſpecially,as Faſting, 

Prayer and exhorting one another , wach if 

you mark, 1s to be kept up 1n times of at- 

fliction and perſecution , more than at 

other times. For it is ſaid, Then they that 

feared the Lord, ſpake gfien one ta another : 

When was that? Look in the verſe before, 

When they that did work wickedne(s were [et 

wp, ard when they that did tempt God, were m Mal, 3, 

delrvered m.So the Apoſtle ſaith, Not forget- 15, - 16, 

tmg the aſſembling of our ſelves rogether,C7c. 

iſo much the more as ye (etbe day approching xHe.10,295,. 

As Chrift commanded his Diſciples,be wiſe 6, Counſ, 

| «Serpents a : Which uſe to keep, aud pre- a Mat, 10, 
ſerve their heads, ( wherein chiefly the x6, 

Life is ) they alſo ſhur their ears,and run 

ig any danger, to their holes, Chriſtians 


ſhould thence ſpiritually learn to be care- 
@full 


FT: A Word in Seaſon. 
ful of Chrifts glory, and not to hearken tg 

b Pſa, 143. remptations, and fly in danger to the Lord, 
9Pro.28. 12 ( as David did) to be bid with bimb : 
ec 1Sam iS. Nanild is ſaid,co behave himſelf wiſely c,yea 
IF. 30, and again, more wiſely, * which Saul took no- 
"23. 22, tice ot, and was atraid of him, (0 MUC the 
more. Its a great piece of pi udence in an 
evil tins to be ſilent d, yea and to keep the door 
e Mic. 7.5.9 thy mouth from her that lveth in thy beſom 
e, for not onely ( as the Prophet ſpeaks ) 

fer. 5.26 Wicked men will lay waite, as he thai ſetteth 
* 4*** * ſnares, or 4 trap, tocatch men f : But as out 
Saviour ſaith, The Brother, (hall betray the 
Brother to death, and the Father, the Son, 


dAmo.y.1; 


L Mar 12.94 the Children ſhall riſe up againſt ther 
. JI * . _ 
- Parents 2 ; ( as it was in ſome of the ten 


*erſecutions) Therefore mark tht Apoſllcs 
br Pet. 3.10 advice , He that will love life, and ſee good 
daies, lit him refrain his tongue fromevil, 

and hu lips, that thay ſpeak, no gule, 
Take heed of fiying , without juſt 
Canſe,and Call : God threatned fome [ſra- 
elites, that would fly for fear ts Egypt , tha 
the Sword which they feared , ſhould overtake 


7, Conn|. 


Fer.42.15, them in Egypt i; Anda time may com, 
is. when thoſe words may be fulfilled , The 
ſhepherds ſhall have no way to fly, nor the 

þ Cha. 25. principal of the flock to eſcape k. Its remark- 
35. able, that wazn Jeremy went to ſepergie 
Jer. 3712, himſelf to the Land of Benjamine, be was ta- 
ken in the gate'l ; but another time, and 
10 


| 


a 
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in greater danger, God hid Baruch and bim; 
So one of the Martyrs, by letting him Chap. 36.26 
down over the Wall of aCity, aftone 
fell out of the wall , and broke his Leg; 
the Centinel heating the noiie apprehen- 
ded him, and he was abes.and put to. 
death. In ſome caſes , doubtleſs it 1s al- 
together unlawful to fly; as when the per- 
ſecution 1 general ; or When a ſtanding , 
or witneſſing may be to Gods g/ory;or when 
a man hath a ſpecial bo/dneſs given to him 
to ſuffer, ſuch as Stephen and Paxl had ; 
yet in ſome caſes, as well Preachers as 0- 
thex may flee, See Mat. 10, 23. and 2, 
13, Joh, 10, 39, Atls 8, 1, and 11, 19. 
9, 25, and 19, 13, 1 Kings 11. 13, 
and 19, 3. Mic. 2. 10, Heb. 11. 37. 
Rev, 12, 6. ha 

Be preparing & haſting to meet the Lord $8 Conn. 
by an earneſt tollowing after what is be- 
fore you, and do not forſake God, or draw 
back to any f1n,or finful ſervice, but giving 
your ſelves to prayer(for before the Angels 
deſcend to ſound the 7 r«mpers or pour the 
V:ols,the ſmoke of the incenſe mutt aſcend 
to God n: Anditis very remarkable,that ” Kev. S, 5. 
waere God ſaith , The Lord our God ts one 
God; the word Eched, which fignities one 0 
in the Hebrews written with a great Din 
the end of it thus , EcheD ; alſo where ut © Des. 6.4 

1s 


Act. 6, 10, 
and 7, Fr, 
20, 22, 18, 
10, 
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1s ſaid, Thow ſhatr worſhip ne other God : the LL 
word Achar, which hgnifies other is writ- | 

p Ex.34. 14 tenwitha great R thus, AchaRp , hg- C 

nifying, that God is exceeding jealous in 1 |* 
his worthip to a letter, &that he alone, $ac- |"! 
cording to his awn word only, muſt be wor- * || 
ſhiped; for he that worthipeth any other,or 
etherwiſe, worſhipeth the Beaſt, and he that [* 

( rmres |, v the Braſt,vorſhipeth the-Dra- I 

| » and Dem q : Therefore do not as the C 

| q Rev.l3. 4 Jewer did,change the word Baal, into Boſh. 

| eth,but (hill retained their [dolatry,change * |dl 

| Rev, 3, 4. names, Ckeep things: Defile not your ſelvesr, |4 

| but come perfectly out of Bubylon , and all |it 
| falſe worſhip, and cleanſe and keep your - 

| lelves pure from all iniquity, & touch not Þ" 

| any unclean thing , That God may reterve | 

| ſ 2Cor.6.17 you {, and count you worthy to ofggpe the evils V1 
| that ae coming npon theEarth,and enable you ly 
| t Luc.21,36 to ſtani! before theSon ofmax at his appearing. | 

| 9. Con. , Laftly, de Patext, tor of all orher let- 

= " lons, rhat1s to be exerciſed in tune of 

es tribulation # , for without chat Chrithans 

| "agen cannot poſlefle or injoy their Souls w, 

| 29 ' And of all graces patience ſomerimes hith 

"46 the Preheminence : When Pax reckons wp 

many inſtances, by which he and Tumathy 

| did prove themſelves to. be the Miniſters 

| of God, and defired to be ſo approved a- 

| mang the Corinthians , he begins with 

Patience + 
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41 
e [yatvence.Ttis a needtull x,commendadle y, : 
and much rewarded grace = ; It begins in XHe. 10.36 
. Chriſt, and-ends in a Crown and King-J Ja. 5. 17: 
A. An, and they do bet and molt overcome Kev. 2.2.9, 
J'nat uſe it 2: Therefore lei patience have its & Ke, 13,10, 
.-  \perfeft work, Whillt . the husbandman & 14. 12: 
r \hgheth for the hard: ſeaſon, the Corne Jam, 1, 4. 
+ hoteth ; and whilſt he waiteth,the barveſt Ch. 5, >, 
. fcometh ; and this ſhall begin the words of 
» [Conſolation. 
. - | Becauſe the chief cauſe of their trou- 1, ground of 
e * |bles, and aſflitions (eſpecially from Sx- Coyſol. 
, js andais Inftr ) is Chriſt him- 
| \felf, and the hat? en againlt him ; 
r [ashe ſaith, Te ſhall be hated of all men 
t |{m my name-ſake a: And all theſe thin * If 
s [Pilltheydo unto you, for my name-ſake yp þ COS 
5 Iuf{nd becanſe they follow the thing that 1s Jo.rg.21, 
ec: And ran not with them ( l, < Ave 

mcked ) into the ſame exceſſe of riot , or®© Pſ.3* .20. 
confuſed mixtures d, ( as it is in ſome 4 1Per.4. 4. 
nargents ) Theſe are properly the cau- 
&(as appears clearly, by their not perſe- 
ting the ſame Perſons , whillt they con- 
Wk.” Profanc, Or if they tuin Apoſtates ) 
*ugh the Perſecutors pretend 1t1t 1s for 
iſrhedience to Rulers, &c.vehich was the 
ln pretence the enemies of the Jews _ 
'd againlt Nehemiah , and Ezrae ; the © Neh, 6.6. 
1 "wes againlt Chriſt f, ( though Pilate f Lnk, 23.2, 
anſelf could ſee ir _ on!y for ewvy 9, _ gMa,27.18 

$$ allo 


4 - 


h Dan, 6.5. 
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alſs was imputed to the eAMpoſiler and 
Martyrs in all Ages, as now itis, but 
falſly ; and the worſt enemies may fay, 
( if they ſpeak what is in their conſcen- 
ces ) as Damels enemies did , We hal 
nos find occaſion againſt this Damel , excry 
we find it againſt him, concermng the Lan 
of his God k : And that they might have 
occahon againſt him , they would make 
a Lay dire&ly contrary to the Law & 
God, This is juſt as if a School-maſter, 
that hath feud againſt one of his Scko- 
lars father, will give that Scholar a trick 
command to obey him , but to diſobey 
his Father ( whereas he is willing to 6 
bey both ) and upon the breach of this aw- 
lawful command , he beats the Scholar; 
let any judge , which is moſt worthy of 
blame, the Maſter or Scholar. 


Y ground of Becauſe the time of the Saints troubles 


( onſol . 


; Pſa, 126, 
3,0, 


and affliction, is their ſowing time ; They 
that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy, and þe 


that goeth forth weeping , bearing preciow, 


ſeed, ſhall donbtleſſe come again with xe) 
cing, bringing his ſheaves with bim | - Here 
1s promiſed % for Sorrow, Rejozcing fol 
Weeping , reaping for ſowing, a comin 

for going forth, and ſheaves for handfuls, 
and all this cerram. And whilſt Gods 
people are ſowing the precious ſeed of 
teals, God is ſowing Light, or comfort, nl 
..& 
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ni fladneſſe of heart for them + Therefore a 
Chriſtian ſhould like a Hasbandmany k ſow k,P[.96, 11 
# bope , and his afflictions, ſhould no more 
diſcourage him, than the former rain 
_ the natural Sower : for Chriſt fore- 
his Diſciples, that they ſhould weeep |, 
and lament RS m , but their weeping "A / Luk,6.20, 
the labowr and pangs of a woman, in order ” Jo. 16.20 
to following joy ». But marke, TL 
Thirdly , Chriſt commanded his Diſci- 3: £799"4 of 
ples , in ſuch time eſpecially to rejoice , onſol. 
and be comfortable , Rejoice ſaith he , and ® Mat.yi 2 
he exceeding glad 0,01 as another Evange- P Lu.6. 23. 
hiſt writes, &ejoice ye 1n that day, and leap 
for joy ; ſuffering daies? are moſt proper 
daies for rejoycing, for then Chriftrans 
partahs of the fuſferings of Chriſt q , and the 
Spirit of God and of Glory , then reſts moſt q1 Pe.q.tz 
won them r : Suffering unto a true Saint, r Vv. 14. 
is hike Vineger, which though it be ſower, 
yetit doth make the blood thinner, and 
,Cauſes it to run more ettectually through 
, every part, 
Becauſe the people of God did general- 
eg 1y rejoice im their afflictions ; and ſuffe- WY 
_ rings : The Apoſt les,yejoyced that they were 4 'y of | 
connted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for Chriits Wy | 
Name \; So other Saints took, che ſpoyling | 45. #*..| 
_ goods joyfmlly t, The Martyrs , « He, 10, 34 
+ like the CY:chers, were merry in the fire, 
and like the Nightiogale,chat fings with 
{| E 2 her 


_—_ 
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her bare Breaſt upon the Thorns, They 
wers as Paul, more than exceedingly joyful 
1n all their tribulations v : And as Chni- 


u Cor, 7. 4. ftians tribulations dg abound, fo their conſe- 


w 2Cor.1.3 


Objett, 


* {atoins do muth more abound W. * 

But Paul was a ſtrong, and an aſſured Saint, 
one that had been in the third Heaven, and 
had a ſigne of his eternal happineſſe : But 1 
am 4 poor weak and doubting Creature, fear- 
my that I ſhall nat be able to ſtand in time: 
of great tryal, and ſo bave not ſuch cauſe 
of rejoycing, 

But all believers,as well weak as ſtrong, 
( for ſuch there were among thole ſcat- 

_ tered Tribes, ay ſome very carnal x, ) 


5. Are to count it all joy ( that 18, cauſe-and 


matcer of all joy) when they fall into diverſe 
Femp. Al 1045 y, or tribulations : or as Peter 
' writing to the ſame people faith , If ax 
man [u fer 4s a ( haiſtian (that 1s for Chrift, 
and like Chy:t ) /er him glorifie God & ; or 


& 17c.4.16 make his boaſt of him in t1bulations;nay 


aJoe,13.10, 


let him like Paul , glory 12 bis anfirmnnes, 
and let the brother of low degree rejoice, tha 
he 1: brought {aw : For though a weak Chit 
ſtan ſhould fall, yet his tall will not be 
ſo diſhonourable co God , as the fall of a 
ſtronger Chriftian. Burt if he tands it will 
be more to the glory of God, than if he 
were tronger : But God bids the weak; ſay, 
1 am ftrozg a, and he giueth power 79 the 
faint, 


| 


[ 
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faint, and to them that have no might ( that 


C 


s in their own eyes) he increaſeth ſtrength, 


b. Art thou a worm ? He will hide thee n b Eſ.40.2 
the hollow of his hand c. Art thou a Lamb? c E[.q1,1 
He will carry thee in his boſome d, Art thou 4 & 40.11, 


but a grain of Corn ( that 1s ready to goe 


through the ſeive ) thou ſhalt not fale,, 4, 


nor persſh, Art thou a balf-peny or farthing 
Chriſtian ? yet if thou halt the ſuperſcri- 
ption,and Image af Chri## upon thee,thou 
ſhalt paſs : as Moſes would not leave a 
hoofe , belonging to Iſrael behind him in 
Egype , no more will Chr:it leave any of 


his in Babylon, or _— . Fear not f, fLn.12, 32, 


( ſaith he ) /ortle flock , for it 15 your 
Fathers good pleaſure , to give you the King- 
dow ; The lealt veines receive blood from 
the Liver, as well as the greateft, and the 
lweſt, and meaneit members protection, 
and influence from the head,as well as the 
higheſt and chiefeſt ; and the ſmalleſt and 
loweſt boughs, are in lefle danger of being 
blown down, than the greateſt and talleſt; 
and as I read of a oreat bodied towl,whult 
1he upbraided the Swallow with the lictle- 
neſle of her body, was her ſelf ſhot at and 
kil'd by the Fowler. Many poor illiterate 
Tradeimen, and Husbandmen ( as in the 
former Perſecutions ) will tand when ma- 
ny learned(and highly accounted of )Prea- 
chers and Pcofeflors will fall, Alſo - 
Wl 
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will do moſtÞf his great works by ſuch] ff 
mean inſtruments : as God ſaid , that on th 
of the month of Babes and Sucklings , be will 
ortlarn Strength, that he may ſtill ( or make 
to ceaſe, marg, ) the enemy and rhe aven- 
ger $:and by the feet of the poor, and the ſtegs\ th 
of rhe needy,God will tread down the myghty; w/ 
And the leaſt of the on ſhall lead them ma 
ac 


ol 


g-Paf. 8. 2. 


bEſ.26.5.6 owt h ; yea the worm Jacob, ſhall threſh the | 

R Monntains, and beat them ſmall , and make fi 

s E[.41.15. rhe Hills as Chaſfe i : Theſe ( as a little fort 7+ 

of flies, that ſo tronble the Lyons, as to, f\ 

Make them ſcratch out their own eyes, by! of 

which they are taken and overcome ) will | ca 

be too hard for the mightielt men,if they | Ut 

meddle with them. Therefore you Rulers 3' 

Bra. x0) of the-earth, rowch not Gods annointed , and _ 

| KPſal. 195. 1, bis Prophets no harm , ( which are. his bi 
t— Saints , as Abram, Tſaac and others ) far © 

Gen 12.17. hereGedrebuked Kings, as Abimalth Phare- 

o 20.3- ab, lizzinh, yea good Aſa for their ſakes kh, 1: 
| 2Chr.26.21 Becanſe right ſufferers (that is, that fuf- 

& 2.16.10, cer for a right cauſe, with right hearts and ® 
_—_ . ends, and in a right manner ) ate right | 
| $- ground of yeires of Heaven : Theſe are heirs-malf - 

Conſol. upon Whom (next Chriſt) heaven is entats | g 

ted. For theirs (meaning the perſecuted) # 
the kingdom of Heaven |: nay perſecution is ty 
Aer. x0 as neceſſary a condition of ſalvation(inſome J 
*5- 79 ſenſe) as any other. [f we ſuffer with hum, , 


wRom.8. x 3 95 [Þall be glorified rogerher ns ; and if we 0 | 
; 6% a 


_ — —_ ec oc _ 
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fer with himywe ſhall reign with bimn-leave #7 T1,2, 12 
| the croſle and looſe the Crown but bear yk + 
| the crofle, and wear the Crown. 6 4 
ke! Becauſe no adverſary but God can h Ce - Tg, 
«| or make us miſerable:Who # he(ſaithP arm 0 = 
py that can harme you, uf you be followers nd, P —_— 
ty; which as good?be atPeace withGod ow Smog, 
| make all creatures to be at ace with mes { Is "0 
he Becauſe preſent ſufferers have the bing- D 
the! fir of the Prayers, Tears, and ſuffer w_ 7 LE 
wt Joſs Chriſt, offered Whilt he —— is 
es, Aeth:nay thePrayers, Tears and ſuffer 
by of all the Saints and Martyrs, d oa. 
it | call for Judgements upon & | to now 
ey | tion of Perſecutors, Hab, 2 = 2 
” 4 LO, and i. 24. | oo 
o cauſe Chri#t himſelf 
Gill monte, is mane coy as $. ground of 
dr | enemues ſubdued, and of his kingd > Wi 
o- tothat end will he com: Heb. qe = 
þ, 18, 2,8, He.10.37.2 —wr- 7 Ar = 
f. + Becauſe Saints have foe Dc — , 
d nant, VVord, Onh Whit VO: Cove- 9- ground of 
vs earneſt of God , far the 46 tg _— oa y 
Wa —R___Yy Church and C Nibdeen gow => 
js | $a; and rora| deſtr iiRion of all kis Son ; nd = 
fl = »540ogants , "3 " 
bs ho end | he Lang bs carer coming 19-27 0wnd of 
'e « - (nh rH what =e _ ORIY 7. 

ws wiſely conſider , = way Jar r 
: on, and ſearch out Gab (PP a1%.2 
o 


of | nions, | eſti monies ard vrir g 11. gromnk 
* - , 
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ſePſ.x02.13 
Dewt.11.27 


Fer. 51. 6. 
Kev. 10. 6, 


. them, Lam-3. 33 - burdoth moſt willingly rake it 


* 26, PJ-135-1 4. He feeds, ſans, and purifies them by 
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tel( 1 may fay Propheſy ) that the end of the Chiy- 
ches troubles, wOnld be about our rime ; and adde 
therero, the apprehenſions, and expeRations, of the 
pod!y and learned living ver : with whatis Gaidin 
Pr. 1 1-5 The wicked ſhall fallbyhis own wickedneſy, 

Laſtly, it is matter of comfdrr to Gods fuffering p 

ple,that God (ces their afflidtions, AF.1,34 tha 

heis ſencible thereof, xfficted with them, in all cheir 
afflitions,E/a-63-9. Fer.31-20-that he incends them 
much good,and no hurt thereby, F<r+29-12*and 25.| 
6, that he doth not willingly pur this yoak upon | $ 


off, Hoſ- 11-4 he doth afflit them in meaſure, Ze 45, | 
28. he doth ir ro prove and try them,Dew 3.2.:Chr, | * 
32-31-He repents him for affli ing them. Den» 31. 


affliftions, Mich.6.14.Eja.t,2 5,279 Heb-1 2:10. 
he then remembers them,and theCovenant he made 
with them moſt of all,P/a 125.23.Xe 9.17-heisnot 
aſhamed then roown them for his peeple,He.11.15 
he ſhewes them mercy purpoſely,thar their enemies 
may ſhewthem mercy, Jer.42.1 2+ 1Ki-8-5, he will 
throughlyplead their cauſe againſt their enemies. 76 
$0.34-& 51.3. and he ftrerches his hand againſt the 
wrath of their enemies , and reſtrgins it * Pſ- 138.7: 
86-11.& reſcnes them our of their hands,when they 
think they hold them faſteſt, Je. $0+ 3334+ And he 
faith he will cur off their enemies,before their faces 
and they ſhall no more oppre(s them,bur rhey ſhalſ 
fee theig fall,Pſ.58.8,9,10,11,E[{ 17-19. Je-44,.18. 
Pr.29.16,and thay themſelves ſhall be in due time | 
perſettly delivered, P[.37.4Pr.124137e.24-7.1C8 
10.13-And God will yer, ſer his Son upon his holy 
hilland Kingdom,in deſpite of his enemies, P[,2.6- | ; 
Eſ.9.6.and if any wil detain Gods Ark the Church, 1 þ 
they will have cauſe ro ſay , as the Philiſtines did , 
woe t9 #73,1SamM.4.7 Ler all therefore that fear God 
loveChriſtand wiſh well roZion,lay with Jeremiah, 
fo be it, O Lord, Fer, 11+ 5. Some 
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tual Experiences, pithy Sentences, 
and platn ( ompariſons. , tending. to 
Edfication, 


N the fiſt Creation, God:created the The 014 
mater 2nd ſnbſtonce of 'the Creition'and New 
firlt ; and afterwards divided anCreation 
formed the ſartic :: So{in the ſecond) *9*pred 

& New Creation (oT1 in the work of Regene- Gen. 1. 2d 
ration; {0 called; 2 Cor. 5/i>;:Gal. 6.15. 

Epheſ. 2/20) firft, God: oreateth' Prin- 

aples, oranfuſeth the habies of Grace (0 
called). into: men, when thzre is nones 
 (Philia.r2, Aft.g. 4, 5.) and then difftn- 
guiſherh arid divideth the ſaire. 


2, In the difinition detween the parrs atrd 
Workz of the firſt Coehrion, ſome are bye Fe er. 4 


Scriptural Obſervations, and 


and ſome lower ; as the Firmament higher | 
than the Barth : So-fome pax of the work 
of Grace is. inthe ſupernal, of Þ oft 
room of the SouF (hat molt ftarely build- 
10g of God ) the Knderſtanding , in which 
is placed true. Light and Knowledge ; and 
in the Will (the Wine-Celler of God ) is 
ſeated Obedience, x John 5.20, 2 Cer, 
— & ur.” 


\ 3. Betyeen theſe two, i og L the 


FO 


Aﬀellions ; ſome whereof (as Jay, Love, 
Defue, and Hope) are hke aters 

I".7, above theFirmament, and the other ( as 
Sorrow, Grief, and Hatred) like the Wa- 
ters below the Firmament. 


V.2, 4. In the! fult Creation Ted's -| 


—— 
a> am aan mc eo. ms on ac a .. . _. 


— 


moved upon the Waters :So-in-the.ſec 
Creation, the Spirit convenceth, guickyet 
ſanttifieth,&c. Jo. 16.8.& 6.6z3.1Pet. 1 
3,6, 5- In the furft Creation, God: by. bis 
9.20, Commandand Word madeall things ; io 
26, by his Word God works Regeneration and 
Grace in the Sw, Jobn 4.41. and 6.63. 
1 Per, x, 23, Jam. 1, 18; Pfal.rs9. 7.- 12 
cs, 6. In the oxder of the firſt Creation (vr) 
rather Formation, Divifion, or Diſtinition) 
God created and formed Light: ſo in the 
order of Regeneration, God firſt creates 
Light and Knowledge, 2 Cor. 4. 6, Afb 
26, 
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Spirrtual Expertences, &C. T 
| 26, x5,18, 2'Cor. 3,16, Heb. 8, ro, 
7. Inthe firſt Creation, the Lights (as 
the Sun, Moon and Stars) were appointed F. 14, 
to divide, and diſtinguiſh the day from the 16, 
night * Soun the ſecond Creation ( or Re- 
_m_ ) Jeſus Chriſt, his Spirit and 
2races,do diftinguiſh Believers trom Un- 
believers, and berween themielves in the 
fate of believing and regeneracy, and the 
Rate of xnbelref and wnregentracy, in Which 
they were in before, Kone. 8. 10, 11, Eph, 
' 2,12, x3. andg. 8, 1Theſ. 5.5. 1 Pet. 
2,10, 1 Job. 3. 4. 
8, In order the Evening, or time of ;, 
darkneſs and diſconſolation 1s before the x , ;," 
, 4 , 2 *9z 
morning or day of comfort and conſolati- o,, 
on; (ſer down 1n the firſt Creation) So is 
the darkneſs, ſorrow, fear, trouble, bon- 
dave , doubts and diſconſolations of a 
Chriſtian firſt in his Converſion ; or, his 
whole time in this Life is the evening of 
that Eternal Day they are to live with 
Chriſt in Heaven : See Prov. 4. 18. Pſal. 
88.4. /ſa.59.10, x Cor.13.9.1 John 3.2, 
9. In he firſt Creation, the Trees,(and 
{doubtleſs the Herbs ) had their Seed in 
them which brought forth fruic : So the 
Itees and Herbs of Grace, true Believers 
ad Regenerate Perſons have the ſeed of 
D 2 the 


F. 12, 
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Scriptural Obſervations,..and 
the Spirit, the Word.of God; and his Grace 
in them, whichis the cauſe of their bear- 
ng ſpiritual fruit, x Fob, 3.' 9, Mart. 13; 
23. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 

10, V Vhen God in the fixſt Creation 
had made the Creatures, he ſaw them all 


good : So when God hath wrought the | 


ſecond Creation, or work of San@ificati- 
on in the hearts of men, he ſees them 
good (and not before) Pſal. 37 ;-23. Rom, 


fo F. 
11.In the firft Creation God made Man 
after tus own Image(that is,in (overaivnty 
over the Creatures, ot like che Father, Son 
and Spirit, thatis, conliſting of ſpirit, ſoul 
and body, x Theſſ.5. 23.) So inthe ſecond 
Creation or Regeneration, God doth create 
Men after his ovn Image, in Knowledge, 
Righceouſneis, true Holineſs, and Love, 
Col, 3. 10. Eph. 4. 24. i Job, 4. 17,18, 
12, bs the tirft Creation God made ſome 


19,Cc. Creatures one day, and ſome another, till 


=; 


He had finithed the whole.” $o God he 
makes ſome new creatures one: day, ,and | 


ſome anocher ; and tome in one Age, and | 
ſome.in anothe r, till He hath converted 
his whole (Elect and Redeemed) number. 


13, In the fitt Creation, God created | 


the Woman in the Man, and then out of 
the 
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Spiritual Experiences, &C. 
the Man, and for the Man. So in the Re- 


ſtitution of Man, the Church »f God is #24 Ch. 
choſen in Chriſt, and made holy by his Ho- 2. 1 $, 
lineſs, andfor his Glory, Epheſ. 1, 4. and 21,Oc. 


3.9. Ezek; 16.14. Hoſ.3. 7}. 1 Pet.2, 9. 

14. VVhen God made the Creatures 
at firſt, he commanJ1ed them to multiply, 
and accordingly they did. So when God 
works Grace 1n the hearts of his People, 
he commands that they grow in grace, and 
they do ſo, 2 Per. 3. 18. Pſal. $4.7. and 
92, 12, 13, 14, 

Laſtly, V Vhen the Lord had ended the 
work of Creation, he reſted, and the Sab- 
bach begun:So when the Lord hathfiniſhed 3+ 
the work of converting all his People,then 
the Erernal Reſt and Raign of the Saints 
will begin, Matth.13. 48, 49. Mark 13. 


| 20, 27. 


Saints ſhould fear every $i», but no 

Sufferings , Pſal. 4. 4. Revel, 2.10, 

There is a guilt that Saints may 
communicate to others,and contract from 
others ; both to be removed by new aQs 
of Faith and Repentance. 

It 1s a great caſe to,and unburthening of 
the Soul, to confe(s Sin, ſenſibly, humbly, 
brokenly, and with hatred to it. 

It is the property of a true Chriſtian, «to 

D jultie 


14 


Seriptural Obſervations, and 
juſtifie God, and to judge himſelf undel 
the greateſt Afliions, 

if and Sm are moſt magnified in the 
eyes of Believers in their Affliction, but 
in 2 different manxer, and to a different 
exd : and then Chriſt is molt defized, and 
$in moſt deipiſed, 

It is the duty of a Chriſtian, to ſ«ſpett 
and ſearch bimſelf , when he doth not 
know evil by himſelf, 

It is, and ſhould be the care of a Chii- 
ſtian, not to ſuſfer for Sin, nor fin in ſuf- 
fering. 

Account the leaſt ſpiritual thing, better 
than the greateſt and beſt outward and 
temporal things. 

There is no real bondage, but what is 
either from, or for Sin. _—_ 

— will ſooner overcome ou 
outward Enemies raying for 
than by praying ek ho. 

Bad times well improved, are far better 
than good times not redeemed, or miſ- 
ſpent. 

The heavieſt afflitions on Earth, 3re 
but light in — ot Chrifts ſuffer- 
zngs , Sins deſerts, Ot ſhment Of 
0. Wicked in Hell. * 

Let not Chiiſtians by their own pru- 
dence, 
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Spiritual Experiencer, 8c. 
dence think to prevent Afd4ons, for they 
cannot avoid them, x Theſſ.3, 3. 2 Tim, 


. T2, 

f The World's Try may find Chriſtians 

ilty ; but God can forbear pronouncing 

Sentence, or reprieve and pardon the 
Condemned. 

Shut thy eyes from bebolding, thy ears 
from hearing, and. thy heart trom enter- 
tamng Sin, 

He hath a good command over his ſpire, 
that can ſtop it when moved with pathon ; 
over his Aﬀettions when they are under 
fail ; and over his Tongue, that can ſilence 
it when he will. 

All Chriſtians muſt be brought into the 


fre, before they will be brought to cloſe : Compar, 


for it is impoſſible to joyn cold pieces, or 
one co/d, and another hor, 

As the Iron when it looks red in the 
fire, feems to a looker on, to be fir for the 
work-man to work it ; yet the workman 
may pur it into the fire again, and adde 
coals to heat it more : So may the Lord 


' Cowith his ſuffering People, when they, 


and others may think they have ſuffered 
enough, yet God ( that kxows beft ) may 
ink ſo, 

In the way to Heaven, there are three 
4 narrow 


Compar. 


Js 


56 Scriptural Obſervations, and 
w4rrow and hard paſſages, the erittance into 
the new birth,herein a man muſt leave be» | 4 
hind him ſinful ſelf : the entrance into | | 
aſſurance,therein a man muſt leave and de. | | 
ny religious ſelf: (that is, look off his bwy | . 
evidences:) and laſtly, the gate of death, | 1 
then a man muſt part wich natural ſelf, r& | | 
lig10ws ſelf, and fonful ſelf. The wo fuſt I 
have expe1jenced, the laſt I expe&. 

He that is willing to pzrc wi b his deareſt | 
Luſt, will be willing to part wich his dear 
Life allo. 

If a Chriſtian be made free to lay down | | 
his Life for (hbriſt or his C awſe;yet let him | | 
ſell or loſe it at as dear 2 rate as he can 
for Chift, | 

A Chriſtian will have but little comfort | | 
to ſuffer for that which 1s but a Notien-1n | 
his head, and not a ſetled Truth in his | 
hearr. Yet, 

Y5* - Nore, that the leſſer the Trachs are which 
Chriſtians do (uffer for,(if r1gbtly Jthe more 
their love doth appear «© Chnit cherein, 

God's Minnwms ( or lealt things) are | 
betrer thin the World's Mowntarns , Of | 
oreateſt things. by. 

The Saints are to bear a three-fold Te- 
ſtimony to, and for Chriſt and his Truths: | 
Breath-teſimnony, Life-teſtimony, and Blood- 
teſtiaany. " Speaking 


Sprritual Experiences, &c,, 

6 ing words, maintaining Opcnions, 
and the outward pertorming of, Dwries,and 
partaking of Ordinances, are but the. Jeaft 
things in ng cn 
+ AﬀcRions, Parts, or Applauſe from the 
World, or from Chriſtians, are very dange- 
rous, and not to be truſted in. 

I never truſted Chriſt, but I found him 
faithful ; nor my own heart, but I found 
it falſe. | 

In looking upon the Scriptures,and good 
men, I did learn oft tro know what I ſhould 
be : but I found ic hard to be what I knew 
I oughe to be, 

From the firſt change wrought jn a true 
Chijftian, he may fear and ſuipe& himſelf 
to be a Hypocrice : but he never intends zo 
be, never approves of being a Hypocyite,nor 
never countenances himſelf in Hypocriſie, 

Let God's hiding thy infirmicties, and 
ſecret fins from thy Enemies, make thee 
the freer and willger to confeſs them un- 
to him, 

Learn to know Sin, diſallow of it, diſ- 


« pife it, overcome it inwardly,and topur it 


from thee ; to fear irs retuim, and to be 
more eſtranged towards it, more watchful 
to avoid Temptations, and wiſe. to ſhun 
Occaſions that lead to it. , 

| | The 


5s? 


Sertiptural Obſervations, ant! 
_ The firength of all Corruptrons ſome. 
times $ in oe; and do but overcome 
J's Laany+ ay ag} d you overcome all, | 
power and Arength of 

is wn feldorn known, to wit, when 


—_— Oppertumties and Occaſions of Tryd 


— The beſt'w; oo from Sin, is, to 
fer God in bis Power rity and Glory 
ſtill before our eyes; " to fear our ſelves; 
to keep near to rift ; to faſt and pray 
wihaeh ; toen engage e other Saints for our 

Ip; to cheri holy Spirit z to keep 
up conſtant practice of Holineſs, to pro- 
vide contrary means againſt it ; to reſolve 
firongly to withſtand it : to eye God's 
Promiſes, Commands and Thieatnings ; 
to withſtand the firſt occafions ; to reaſon 
it off at a diſtance; to believe it away 
when it comes near ; to avoid all occaſi- 
one thereof. 

When you would repent for ſome ſecret 
fins you haye committed : it 1s berrer and 


ſafer ſometimes to do it in a general my, | 


than to think and ſpeak of the ſame parti- 
cularly : for Satan and Sin will be ready 
to ſtep in , when they know we are at- 
tempting any thing againft them. 

Ic is 2dvantagious for x Chriſtian ts 
diſcloſe 
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«S ptritual Experiences, 8c. 
dſcloſe Satan's ſecrets to God and 16 his 
People ; but ro keep his own ſecrets from 
hm/as Much as he can. 

That foul doth ſoon grow empty, that is 
alwayes letting out, but not caxetull to 

Bo 

It is not for one that hath but little 
Grace (and particularly knowledge) tobe 
too. forward among more able and knowing 
Chriſtians : for then is his rime to lean, 

Chriſtians ſhould not be to learn their 
Duties when they ſhould be doing them ; 
nor doing them, when they ſhould be ſuf- 
fearing for them. 

Take heed Profeſſors , leſt you be al- 
wayes Wooing Chritt, and yet never mar- 
ned to him : Of being Concuvnes and not 


Enron, Cant, 6, 8, 

not as the untilled ground, bearing 
gaſs for the beaſts of your Laſts : but be 
like the Field, or Garden, bringing forth 
fruit for the Husbandman and Drefler. 

Be not as the Rock or Stone-wall, which 


| have ſavoury & medicinable Herbs 


ing thereon for others, but the Rock and 
all themfelves nzver the better for 
them. Having gifts co edifie others ; but 
your own hearts never the betrer. 
Sin to a man before his ——_— 
i 


Com, 


Cons, 


Com. 
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Seriptural Obſervations /and 
like co/d ſrox, Which he can hold in his 
hand without trouble + but after Convet. 
fon (Sin heated by the fire of the Law) sy 
like hot Lion, which a man will willingly 
calt away. 

Lay , lay «p, and lay out for Chnit; 

Remember that you will ſhortly reach 
Immortality, but never Etermrty. 

Make Chiilt your All, and you will be 
ſure co lay down your ielf Ad, 

Keeping from Sin is Sazl-Preſervatree- 
Phyſick.; Repentance for Sin is Sowl- Reſts. 
eh, 

Conſider that when you are not aflault- 
ed with Temptarions, Satan is damming 
and pounding, and he will ſuddenly draw 
up his ſhuce and lex looſe upon you. 

Satan doth not (like God LI before 
he ſtrike. 

Chriſts Work is ages, and his Service 
perfelt Freedoms, 

The Love of the Maſter, the Sweetneſs 
of the Service, and the Greatneſſe of the 
Rewerd, are ſuſhcient Encauragements to 
ſerve Chriſt, 

Afflictions fink the fleſh, and raiſe the 
Spirit. 


To receive Ew! ( viz, Affliction ) for | 


doing Good, is ſweet. F 
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Wprritual ' Experiences, &C, 

A Chriſtians ſecurity and ſafety; ivirt do- 
ing iis duty : and he thould ſtudy his duty 
more then his ſafery. 

He that loves nort- Chriſt more than his 
luſt; orhis life, is ike to loſe Chriſt, and 
his life : but he that loves Chriſt 'more 
then ms life ; will "be ſure to ſave, and 
keep. both, | | 

Strive greatly, to have and to exerciſi 
2 200d: Conſcience towards God, and men ; 
t- commit thy ſou}, life and cauſe-to the 
Lord; and to'expect the wortt of men, and 
the belt of Chritt. | 

Some Saints do rx# infſecking to ds well; 
eſpeially in provoking and prefling other 
Chiians in dark:and doubtfult 'things, 
beyond | their own Apprehenſrons, C vaſci 
emes,. the bes of 4heer ſpirits and abilines, 
This 18, 7 CY 

[As a Man that is Exceedingly well- 
horſ*d, travelling with others that are'but 
meanly- horſ'd , drives too hard for his 
Compamiens; Who yet intend to go'1to the 
ſame Place, and endeavour to travel as faſt 
as they can. 

Chit 1s unto the ſoul as the Load-Stone 
to the. [ron , dawing 1t to it Self : ot the 
Ch#yſtal to oiher Rones , putting: beawty 
and luſtre on them. 
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Seriptural Obſervations, and 
magination ; Riafon, 


. Sence over-rules / 
ma and Fach all farce in a true 
an, ohf* 

A Chrilian holds Chriſt in the 
ef afliſtion-2s well as/ #2 the moſt 
wal-Ordindnce. | - | 

As one beholds the Sun in looking upot 
a deep Pond, as well as in looking up-t9 
heaven.- | 
Pl rue —_— —_ goes hence , 

anges nel Work, not Company ; 
but hus Place and Conbtzow only, SO. 

God leads many of his bett friends by che 
hand without Candle light (or affurance) 
to theirrefts, 

To dyt:ihould be no more to a Chii- 
ſtian hep to breath, or ropaſs over a great 
River on a Sure Bridge, \ot in a Safe Boar : 
or to return from a Field, where a man hath 
been working , to-his own bouſe to-take 
we $4 ablow wh frrong Tamptes 

To etor Po 108, 
theromaſtbe eicher ſtore of 1n-lad Grate, 
or fairk-mutt fly quickly to rhat Grave laid 
up in Chriſt for it, 

Chiit-is like 2 tender Parent that 1s 
carefult to bring up his 'Children ; bur 
many Profeſſors like Endatifn!, and Un- 
natural Children , forget thejn in their 


traits ; 
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Sperunal. Experiences, &c. 63 
firtits : Contented to be maintained by 
Truth in Proſperity, but not to maintain 
Truth in Adverſiy. / 

Ny ions are like Wormes in the c 

; | mavor fowach, which will eat through the 
ſoul, unleſs ſcatrered, killed, and ons. 

, only way ſometimes fora Chriſtian 

| | to avoyd the force of —_—_—_— 1s (Soul- 
derlike) to fall down on hisface, when he Comp. 
ſees the Cannen or Muck: fir'd againk him. 

' | A Chriſtians eye ſhould be like the 4- Com, 

| Gnart, turning only toward one Pont, 

ten Chrift. 

Much grace (eſpecially zeal) andexerci- 
fed brings perſecution : As the ſweeter 
and betref the Fruir is, the more flinging - 
there is at' the Tree;c _ 
'- Make haſt to doe thy work (Chriſtian) 
and God wilt make hatt to give thee thy 


"Oh Qbuiltians why ſhould not that pleaſe 
thee who art but forte ; that pleaſes God 
whoi8 ;nflne, even Cluik ? Pray thatthy 

| laffdayer, and laſb-works may be thy belt 3 <> 
{ Ard-rhar whery cow com'lt rodye ; thou 
mayſt have nothing elſe rodo but. dye. 

| - Thou muſtdye ovce whether thou Suffer 
or thou-cankt dye bur »nce if rhou 


The 
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. Seriptural Obſervations, and 
Thecins'of Saints ate new 7 Sina 
Chrift 5: amd ' the Sufferings of Saititg @ 
the wounds of Chriſt... 
A Saintthould-defire-to die that he may 
be fullyfreed fiomſis x; have a full 
of Chrift chac be may. be. above all fear 
and deubcs; and able to ſerve the Loxd as. 
cefſantly, and wnweariedly, 
Read: vg the Scriprures helps Met it&tion, 


Meduaws Prayer, and Frager every on 


Works: : 

When you come to dre, it will croubl 

= not only that you liv'd ſinfully ( or ig 

evil.) but ſoaxbfuly, in not doing 

: nay/not only that you-were ſloath- 

«ll ix. good, but that. you ſpent (0. muck 

time in chings /eſſe ad or which ſhould 

have been ſpent «bow, aud. :# the tnngs 
which were molt adv/antegriom.. , 

Man may come too late to God, (hen 
the door is ſhut) but God never comes 10 
late to meni./ v2ad 3; 

Chrift aray come in afflicted: Souls, 
through ſome back:deor: ( 0r. Aﬀfliction,) 
which they- do nor, expe him to,come 
through, Of in at, 

Let the Child be contented to take the 
breaſt the Mother will give it, and zhen it | 
ſhall have both : ſo be contented mich | 

wit 
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Sprrituall Experiences, SC. 
what Chriſt gives you, and you ſhall want 
nothing, 

To lee the want of Grace, is much, the 
worth of Grace more, 

'Tis hard co get Grace, hardto getaflur- 
ance of Grace , hard to uſe it , and not 
abuſe it, 

'Tis very hard to behold our own gift 
without pride, and the gitts of others (if 
they excel ouss) withour envy. 

As a little Cand/e-ftick becomes a ſmall 
Candle; (oa litle Church a Paſtor or Tea- 
cher that hath but little grace, and weak 
gifts. 
It is better and ſurer for thy ſelf to be a 
Toe than an Eye; a Member , then a Tea- 
cher in a Congregation. And this I often 
wilh'd might bave been my condition. 

Take heed of covering any mans good 
with his Evil, but let the one plead for 
him as well as the other againit him. 

Do not commend thy friend , nor diſ- 
commend thy foe too much z left thou be 
real. 


| | pag'd to be 
> |} Loſenotthy reward by ſecking thy ſelf 


in thy work. 

I have oft obſerved that ſome old wel- 
ſox'd Chriſtians, ate like Merchants who 
lave full nav-banſes, but will ſell wg 
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Scriptural Obſervations, and 
Whole-ſales : And other young Profeſſors 
like pidl;ng-pedlers crying about the ſtreets 
every with, 

I have obſerved that men of great /cars- 
ing and parts, or of great wealth and power, 
have (for the moſt part) diſturbed and de- 
vided Churches, 

Alſo that thoſe Churches never ſRocd 
long, that made Op1mion, and not Godl-Feſt 
and Chriſtianity,the foundation of theirnel- 
lowſhip. 

The beſt way for a Teacher, and his 
Congregation to five quietly,and comfot- 
tably rogether ; is for either of them to 
vive to the other what God requires , and 
not to dewand , expett or exatt one from 
another: and ſo Husband and Wite and all 
other Natural Relations. 

He commands moſt, and beſt, that com- 
mands in /ove, huawlity and /o/f-denjungly. 

He is moſt a Afafier, that is molt a 5m» 
van Be not ye Chriſtians call'd Maſters: & 
yet the People give them honor, according 
£0 their place, frace, years and labawrs, 


He hath nor learned to rwle , that hath | 


Rot learned to obey, 
An rven , _ ſelf-fearing, 
heart-melting ("hvilthiang is alwayes belt, 
Ruffling open ip» ſowing, and Char 
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Spiritual Experiencet, &Cc. 65 
wy Perſons and Profeſſors, have commonly 
more ſelf then grace, 

A Chiiftian thould Earneſtly defire that Com: 
his Sun might ſet in a white Cloud , and _ 
that he might goe out of the world , as a 
Perfume , and not as a Snaffe, 

The world is a great nothing, deluding 
the ans diſturbing , and dittradting the 

00d, 

Satan works more upon men by ſigbt 
then by wwght ; avoid his canmng , and 
thou wilt avoid his cr#elty, 

The holy Law of God teaches a man to 
ſee his own deformuy ; and requires from 
him to it conformuty, 

Some Sins floate on the Top, or appear 
in the lives of Chriſtians : bur ocbers fink 
to the bottome , and lurk ſecretly, 

Sinis ſometimes like a ſleepy Lion in. Cow, 
the Soul , which temprarion ſoon 4- 
wakens, 4 te. Pinch 

Hypocrites bearts are like ftinckin 
I henna Frogs live, and fſb dies _ 
luſts feed, and grace ( ifit were there } 
ſtarves 


The Dwvel is like the Twrkie-cock, (or Comp, 
Crocodile) if you twrx upon him he will flie 
from you ; bu if you flee from him, he 
Will purſue you, x 
[4 
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It is better ſometimes to ſlight the 
Divel, then to fight him, 

Chriſt puts moſt of his oyle in broken 
Veſſels; in broken hearts there is moſt 
grace, and beſt kept. 

Be never atpeace with Satan, fir, or 
Chriſts :mplacable enemnes, 

The leſs a man ftrives for himſelf , the 
more will Chriſt ſtrive for him. 

O my Soul ! look for death hourly, long 
for it greatly , prepare for it carefully , 
meet, and welcome it joyfuly : for 'tis 
Chriſts Servant to direct his Spouſe ( the 
ſoul) to him, and thy friend that comes to 
ſer thee a: liberty from thy fins, It will diſ- 
charge thee from thy priſon, diſmiſs thee 
from thy debts, and bring thee at once to 
enjoy all thy defues, 

O Lord as a hgne that I ſhall be able to 
dye for thee ; let me find my Corruption 
dying in me, by Power from thee, 

Though God! hath baricado'd the ſtreet 
of man's Soul with grace, ſtrength, and 
Rrong fence, yer the Enemy Satan often 
atlaults 1c; Bur by faith's nakicy Chriſt a 
(held, and a Second, the Chriſtian refilts, 
and overcomes, 

Thoughts of our own death, will tend 
much ro deaden fn. 

Chyittians ſhould be contented to have 
3 ploy 
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a propriety in things ſometimes when 
they doe not partake of them; as the 
wicked partake of them when they have 
no propriety in them, 

God hath ſet the rongue between the 
brainsand beart , that,ic may adviſe with 
both, and within two guards to keep it in, 
and yet 'tis #xraly, 

Prayer i$ a good preparative to Suffer. 
wgNhen Chriſt had prayed he went out to 
meet Judas, Joh. 18. 4, 

He that will not take example , ſhall 
make an example, 

Afﬀutions are Chriits love-tokens, Jer. 
12, z, Heb. 12, 6. Rev. 3. 9. And Chn- 
ſans are never more tendered, then when 
moſt affhtted, as Ephraim, Jer .31 .20, 

A Chriſtians toul ſhould be like the 
Dial, going according to the Sun, or tol- 
lowing Chin. 

Small fins yeilded to , make way for 
greater, and one fin for another, 

He that converts a ſinner, Covers a 
warld (or multitude) of fins, and gains 
more then a world, to wit a Soul, 

Saints ſhould labour to Lord it over 
their Corruptions ; as their Corruptions 
did formerly Lord it over them, 

The beſt Saints have need to be cauti- 
on'd and warn'd, and to take heed of what 
E 3 they 
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they are like to be moſt free from, Luke 
21, 34. 

God hath given a man a little mouth , 
and a narrow throat, that man may not 
exceed in Eating. 

Ts take pains about wnmeceſſary , and 
RN things , is laboriouſly to miſ- 
pend time, 

A heart unconverted, is contented with 
nothing but what is helping it on to bell : 
and it hath never enough of that ( to wit 
fin) and a heart converted 1s never ſatisf- 
ed but with what helps it towards beaver , 
and yetthinks he hath never enough there» 
of; to wit, of Chrift, and grace. 

It is good to curb naturall, and acquired 
pits, but to give the reign to grace ; and 

et grace alwaics lead, rule, and maſter 
gifts. 

Zeal without knowledge to guide it, 18 
like mertel in a blind Horſe, which ftum- 
bles, and overthrows the Rider. 

Young Chriſtians (commonly) want a 
rerb, and old Chriſtians a Spurre 

Prefer not a young Chriſtian of greater 
parts, before an old Saint of meaner ; nar 
a young man of wealth , before an old man 
of wiſedons . 

Bz not ambitious of ove, and thou ſhalt 
not be {0 ſoon an objec of exvy, 
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Get Chriſt (O Chriſtian) to bind thy 
Conſcience to the peace, and thy affeft;- 
ons and fleſh to the good Behaviour, 

Spend all thy grace againſt thy Luſt, but 
none upon it, 

Had I nather Scripture nor Reaſon to 
diflwade me from being one of thole call'd 
Quakgr:,their (elf-conceitedneſs, cenſori- 
vuineſs, and that their chiefeſt Godlineſs 
doth ſtand in the leaſt things of Religion, 
{ as in thowing, keeping on the bat, &c. ) and 
in outward affliction of the body,according 
to thoſe Scriptures, Pro. 11,17, Col.2.23. 
I could never be of their Judgement and 
way. I have tryed them enough to know 
them to be worſe, and /eſs then they yet 
ſeem to be. 

A difference I found between City 
and Country Profeſſors: In the City there 
is much meat had with little labour , and 
much eaten but undigeſted ; but in the 
Country little Spiritual food, with great 
labour , which cauſes good digeſtion and 


Puna, —— 

The hardeſt duty in Chuiltianity 1s to 
deny Self, and to deſtroy - 

he (hip of Chr;ſt (the Church ) is now 
under ſaile and bound homewards (Hea- 
ven-wards) The Pilot (Chriſt) is Skiltul 
and the wind(the Spirit) rong and direct ; 
E 4 though 
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though the Sea (this world) be boyſter- 
ous, and tempeſtuous, I am ſure we ſhall 
loſe but the traſh, the Jewels will be ſafe, 

As the Martyr profeſſed he had rather 
be a Martyr then a Monarch ; ſo ſhould 
every Chnſtian, 

Itis a ſpecial favour, and great prome- 
tion 19 Suffer 

A Chriſtian ſhould ſeek to live ſo bely, 
that he may keep Chiift in Heaven #ad!/- 
pleaſed (as a Cylent his Advocate) and 
ye Spirit within him #»grieved, his Con» 
cience wlefiled , wnwounded , and wunſea- 
fed, his Profeſſion wnſtained , his Bre- 
thren wnoffended ; and poore finners wn- 
flumbled. F OD 

Take heed Chriſtian of tempting Satan 
by letting thy thoughts run out finfully, by 
thy Eyes, Ears, tongue , &c, Which he ob- 
ſerves, and which fe will take as an In- 
vitation to tempt thee. 

As a wicked Adulterer will take the 
wanton words and Speeches of a Hatlot, 
a ground to encourage him to attempt 
wickedneſs wich her, 

Satan accuſes God to men, and men 
to God; But Chriſt excuſes, and anſwers 
all his Accuſations againſt his people. 

Chriſtians ſhould doe as the Sheche- 
mites did, when their City (their own 
Souls 
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Souls ip ſtrength) was beaten down , fly 
to their Tower, even Chriſt, 

A Chriſtian ſhould be like the morning 
and evening far (which is thought to be 
the ſame) (ill follow the Swn, Chriſt. 

Welcome thou ( thy Land-lord) Chrift 
into thy Cotrage now, and he will welcom 
thee into his Palace here-after, 

The true knowledge of Chrilt brings Con- 
ſolatron,and the right Profeſſion and Prattice 
of him, Perſecution. 

Clear kwowledge of Chriſt in the wnder- 
ſanding, begets teryent love in the heart , 
and both, Godlineſs in the life. 

When a man is impriſoxed, and ſhut ap 
1 men, he is the more ſhut up wt 

Account it not reſtraint as long as thy 
heart can goe out towards God, and his 
people, = waies, in affettion and Prayer. 

tredneſs,and cloſe impriſonment, Arives 


| 2 man to hold Cloſer Communion with 


God, and to a ftrifter Search of himſelf. 
I would be glad to be out of the World, 


F when I have no Service to do for God 


init. 

He that would live for himſelf (only or 
chiefly) in the world , is not worthy to 
lve a day in it. 

If I may not have Liberty to ſerve Chriſt, 
[ 
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I would have the Glory tc Suffer for 
Chriſt, 

Never fear Death,but when - is in the 
way to it, either as a cloud hiding ny: 
ſuraxce , or as a provoking Cauſe pulling 
death as a puniſhment upon thee, 

I would not have Go1 pluck me to hea- 
ven in Anger ; As a malter ſeeing his Ser- 
vant ſleepy or ſloathfu! , turns him out of 
the field, and from his work to ſleep and 
take his reſt at home. 

I would willingly work for Chrift to e. 
ternity (if I could ) without aSking any 
more wages then 7 had already, and ﬆ&/l, 

wer, and delight to do his work. 

If nEarthly Jubilee, or outward delive- 
rance come ty Gods people whilſt thou live 
here , be roſolved to give both thy Ears 
to be bar'd through,and' to abide with bm, 
and retwrs no more to ſin, or the wor'd, 

Never reckon what thou haft of outward 
and wordly thizgs, unleſs it be to Praiſe 
_ for then, or to Serve God better with 

a. . 


Compar, Take heed that preparatory meditati- 


0% (to prayer) doth not prevent Prayer it 
ſeFf ; or put you beſide Prayer. 

Secret Prayer is either a familiar Speak- 
ing ts God, and with God: or a pouring out 
of the heart before God, through his Son 

Ous 
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(our Saviour) by his Spirir, 

Sometimes ejaculations,or ſhort and ſud. 
tin Pantings and breathings out of de- 
fres to God , may be more acceptable to 
bw and prevailing wth him, then long 


ers. 
One of the three Radecall ſins ſpoken of 
nz Joh. 2.16, is every man's maſter-ws, 
My ſtrongeſt, greateſt, and moſt fervent 
hrequent defies, were to be found 3» {hbriſts 
nghteonſneſs, to convert ſinners, to be Holy 
in all manner of Converſation, and to have 
my /ot and {ving among and with the 
e, and Saints of God. 
here may be great difference between 
the temper of a Chriſtian one t1me and ano- 
ther, yea in the excercifing of his gifts, in 
branng, Preaching, &c, 
I often found my heart in dayes of bu. 
miation, more 4ffetted, and melted by the 
-- "gy of weaker , then ſtronger Bre- 


And likewiſe obſerv'd, that(ſometimes) 
in matters of counſel , and advice in the 
Church, God hath given out his minde 
nore clearly and convincingly by ſuch 
u were /eſs efteemed in the Church , then 
thoſe that were moſt eſteemed. Even as the 
lindermoſt Hound hits upon the Scen!, 
Men all the pack befides loſe it, 


True 


ſs 


Com, 


Com. 


+ Zoe on in any ſin,or turn back from thewaj 


Secriptural Obſervations, and 
True Godlineſs and Hypocryſte, are be 
he. hange ither 


diſcern'd in rwrnings, changes : Ei 
when they change their conditions 
Marriages , or are exalted to offices :-0 
when new op1mons begin to grow, 

Mark when you ſee a Profeſſor that hath 
been careful to walk with other Chriſtian, 
and to follow the Ordinances of God con; 
ftantly, and cloſely : if he begin to 
behind, and to with-draw, he 15 ſurely up 
der ſome ſore temptation : or hath faln in 
& under ſome ſin,or,which is worſe,may 
dangerouſly ſuſpected for a Hypocrite. The 
like of one that hath been very confident, 
and cheerful,and is grown doubtful and ſal. 

As the ſappyelt wood will hardlyeſt take 
fire : ſo the Spiritualeſt Chriſtian,is hard 
lyeſt overcome With texptation and corraps 
110n : 1 do not remember that ever fear and 
threatning did as mnch prevail with me 
as love and kindneſs: or bs [ did atempt 
to overcome any man ſo much by mwgh 
and cruelty , as by perſwaſion and mercy. 

1 never repented me (fhnce my Convet- 


fion) of any thing / ſaid, did or ſuffered} 


for Chriſt; or for walking in his way, « 
97mg with his people : nor reſolved to 


of God, afide from theCommandements 
of God ; or to /eave Church-Society. 


il 
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bed One fin hath coſt me more Sorrow, then 
ill my Sufferings, 

It is happy to dye in the Lord, and 
lonourable to dye for the Lord, 

A Priſon or perſecution is to aChriſtian, 
8s ſome ſcaring thing that one ſees in. the 
night at a diſtance , but when he comes 
near it, and to know it, he is not at all 
afraid of it, 

A man ſhould hold fin as one would 
hold a hot -;ron, ready to fling it out of his 
Rnd: but hold the Goſpel, and his Pro- 
feſhon as a man would hold a Silver-cup 
| that hath dainty meat init (which though 
tbe hot, yet he will nor let it fall) or like 
aglaſs that hath wine in it, which a man 
aw willipgly let flip out of his 
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Seek to find out your own Errors , be- 
fore another find them out : and to wnte 
your OWn Errata's. 

It is now with all (or moſt) Chnftians, 
8 with men that had been at a very great 

and full feaſt, who have Surfeired hds 
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and are ftomack-fick, and willing ra- 
{er then to continue fo to take a vomit , 
and caſt up all ro the dogges : ſo Chnſtt= 
ans had rather caft up all che {meet Morſels 


ve iwallowed down, to the wicke 
againe, 
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againe, then have them lye as guilts upon 
their Conſcrences, or blocks between theit 
Souls and Chnlt. 

The Kings of the earth will ere long be 
Fanaticks (that 1s wiſe fools) and ſee thei 
folly and madneſs in joyning with the 
Beaſt againſt the Lambe. But firſt, the 
Lamb muſt give one ſound evertbrow, and 
fall to the Bealt, Rev. 17,14, 16, 

When the Lord is trying his People, 
they ſhould be trying themlelves. 

I never remembered that I had ſuch x 
bard thought of God, as to think he did 
wrong me in or by any thing he layd upon 
me 


Chriſtians ſhould not defire delrverance 
before the time appoinred; foe that is asif 
a woman ſhould defire ro have her child 
born, before the ful and due time, 

Some mercies are big-belly'd mercies, 
that have many mercies in their wombes, 


as Elethion, Redemption, &c. 
Eleftion is like the conception, 
tion like the quickning in the womb, Com 


verher fike the birth, and Perſeveraxce in | 


holineſs, like growth. 


A man that goes up ſtairs, ſtep by ep, 
may come to the Top at laſt, as well as be 


that rides two or three of the | 


| 


fairs at once: {0 a ſofi-pac'd Chriſtian by | 


Continue 
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continuance and perſeverance , Will reach 
heaven at laſt, 

It is a commendable thing in a Travel. 
ler ſo to travel in the mornmung, as to con- 
tinue, or mend his pace in the Evenning : 
Soe for a Chr:iſtias to run faſter, the nea- 
rer he comes to the mark, and end of the 
race, 

Chriſtians are apt to feel, and fear 
Puniſhment, more then fin , Which is the 
cauſe of it, 

Gods people muſt expe in the world, 
the Entertainment of Stxangers, 

When Gods people are humble enough, 
and the wicked high enough , and the 
Loxds appointed time come , then expe& 
deliverance to the Godly and not before, 

Take heed of being hambled , and yet 
wibumble , that is, of being brought out- 
wardly /ow , and yet the heart Continue 
ſtill b:gb. 

$ins 1n Saints are like weeds weeded out 
of a garden, or field, which lye in the 
Alleys , or Reanes , but never grow there 
againe. 

Or as weeds caſt out inthe bigh-way , 
Which an Enemy caſts into the garden 
ogain , but yet cannot make them grow 

e any more : Soe Satay cannot make 
the Sins of Saints $row in thath agnne, 
wacna 
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Scriptural Obſervations, and 
when they are once ſeparated . from 
them. 

A Hypocnite is like a white-Gone in the 
water among other Stones , and of the 
ſame nature with other tones there, hard, 
heavy, cold, and inflexible, and differs 
onely in colour, 

A true Chrittian 1s like a flint-ſtore, 
which though it fall into water, yetit 
keeps, and retains fire in it ſtill : ſo doth 
he retain his grace, notwithitanding his 
corruption, 

Labour to a& thoſe graces chiefly, 
that are moſt contrary to your maſter-ſins 
and chief corruptions, 

Sins doe dve and fall off from Chriſt 
ans, as the leaves fall from trees in Au- 
tumn, by degrees. 

Chriſtians are now as Abram was , dni- 
ven out of Egypt, and come where they 
were before,or into their firſt Rate; there- 
fore they ſhould offet co the Lord as he 
did, Gen. 13.3. 

God isnow ſpoyling us, of what would 
otherwiie have ſpoyl'd us. 


He that ſerves the Lord without aſſuraxce, | 


ſerves him without {o much as an earneſt: 
and doubtleſs that Servant muſt needs love 
his Maſter much, that ſerves him, and yet 
koows not his Maſters love to him, 
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,ow 2gain in the e21:h. 
It a min were :onhave ns cno0i;c of rwo 
Siſter, to he his wife, the one will not mor 
ry hum unle make her a gy 
preſently : the o her 1 (0 Ic hac 
Molly io him : which of :hete wo will he 
de likelyeſt to take'tor his Wite 2 So 5 
s beeweenChr:ft, and one chat will cak2 hi: 
upon ſelf-conditions ; and aro:her that 1s 
willing LO take Chriſt UPOon Ch i!ts CON. 
ditions ; or to reter himſelf w! nolly wo 


S he will 
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Learn by lighter crofles, to /ook and 
prepare for heavier. 

When the affliction grows oreater, and 
teavier, Gods people will cry our more 
euneftly to the Lord ; as when 01M: pare 
au Member is lorely tweak” 0;0r as theGrapes 
Wn hey hav mot weight, and preflure, 
five forth cheir ice molt freely, 

In wo caſes 'tis hard to 1c X fail n, (1) 
hen there is no hing tencible or viti bleto 
kcond and ſupport it : or 2 when there is 
rery much to all che oucrvard 1enies. 

tis a very common and ordinary thing 
ſor moſt, or all' Profeſſors, to be in one of 
Wo extreams : Either to overvalue ,” Or wn 
F dervalue 


enonoh 'S) divide 
0 ſuffer for bins , 
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dervalne Inſtruments, Creatures, and Or- 
dinances. 

Churches gathered in Proſperity will 
hardly Rand, or continue together in Ad- 
verſty, 

The more Saints do beleeve, and (uffer, 
the more they may expect of the Spirit, 
Job. 7. 38. x Pet. 4. 14. 

A Child of God may know the weight 
of in by Chriſts ſ»fferings: for if that ſtrong 
Barr of ſteel aid bend under the weight 
of our tins : What ſhall poor weak man do 
Who 1s but 2 reed, or rulh ? 

Be more choughtful and careful , how 
to uſe what you have to Gods glory , then 
to gain wore, 

As our good works and performances, 
ſhould have an operation upon our ſouls 
and hearts, to ſtrengthen faith : ſo ſhould 
ou weakeneſles, and fins, to work reper- 
tance, 

The Lord freely g:ves , and juſtly rakes 
away. 

The excerciſing of graces, do naturally 
deſtroy fin; and th2 more you abound in 
Acts of grace, the more you encreale the 
habit, Heb, 6. 22, 

The Law cauſeth fickneſs of Soul, 
bur the Golipel healeth the tame. 

When Saints perceive their fins growing 

weak , 
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be will clearly ſee with che eye of Faith; 
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weak, they ſhould then proſecute them 
moſt, 

A Saint is to put forth his Farh inPrayer, 
& afterwards tollow his Prajer,wich Faith. 

In the midſt of earthly b#ſineſſes , we 
ſoul ſhould redeeme ſome ſpecial cime for 
ſecret and private duties. 

Ir is . will of Chiiſt ; that Saints 
ſhould rejoyce more in what Chriſt 
hath doze for them, then in waat they 
have done or can do for him. 

Its a great condeicen'ion in God, to 
afMli& or lay his hand upon man : and in 
that ſenſe the Apoltle exhorts Beleevers, 
not to deſpiſe or think little of the chaſt- 
ning of the Lord, Heb, 12.5, 

Learn to obſerve whit God gives With= 
out askzng , and what he gives in axſwer 
to Prayer : for the one begets rhankfulmſs 
the o_ more Prayer, 

Chriſt kept the Law /zgally, Beleevers 
beep it Evangelically : he perteftly, they 
purpotingly , and endeavouringly. 

A Beleevers aſſurance and chiefeſt joy , 
doth not ariſe from his- Santtification : 
decauſe that is imperfect here in degrees) 

t from his J«ſtification, Rom. 5. 2. Þ 


Per, 1.8. 


A Beleever is to ſhut the cye of Reaſon , 
Ihe 
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The Promiie is a Chriſtians perſpe- 
five, and his Faith his eze , With which 
he looks chrongh it upon Chriſt, and God 
the Father mn him, 

Look upon Chriſt arſt without you, then 
ſearch for | hm within you. 

Ask = Sorl whether it be willing to 
receive Chuft upon his own terms, and 
for his own ſake, and to accept of Pardon 
and Life through him freely , without 
—_—_ at all upon thy owne Righte- 
outnels; and art the u contented that Chriſt 
ſhould be honoured i, and by thee, and 
thou deſpiſed , and diſhononred for his 
ſake, 

God carries on the work of grace in be- 
leevers, uſually, 

T1. According to their natural conſtitu- 
tions, and parts, 

According o the means they are 
under, whether Legal or Evan gelical, 

. According to the things he hath to 
a by them, or he intends to call them to 
fer, \ 

4. According to the ſhortneſs or length 
mn they arc tohve in th C wWorlc l. 

. Acc ording as they have been before 
their C "1werton greater, or /efſe hnners. 
In Duties Chriſtians ſhould, 

1, Look for to meet with God, and 
enjoy 
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enjoy communion with him, 

2, Expect to hear, and+ receive from 
God, 

3. To return ſomewhat to God ; bur yet 
know thou canſt rewurn but of his own to 
him, 1 Chron. 29. 14. 

r. God did take off, and from his people 
their fins , before he laid them on Chniſt, 
And, 

* 2, God cannot (in juſtice, and to ſpeak 
with Reverence ) take them off Chiiſt , 
and lay them on them again. 

God makes us feel tim { or his hand ) 
that he may hear us ; /irokes makes cryes, 
and whippings mourntull complaints (09) 
kim. 

God troubles us that we may turn to 
him, and leaves vs a while, for wo lee whe - 
ther we will follow after him. 

A ſaint ſometimes is like a little Child 
in the Arms of the Father, or Mother , 
who may have Sager offered to it by a 
ſtranger, Which it may looke upon , and 
have lome liking to, yet he will not there» 
dy be drawn from the Father or Mather,to 
the ſtranger : So ihe bait of 7 cmpration or 
Corruption, cannot, and ſhall not raw a 
Saint quite from Carift, 

My ſoul bear up wich Chriſt , bear off 
trom Satan and the world ; bear dowa thy 
F 3 CV = 
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corrupt.on, an'\ bear forch thy T eft:mony. 

The preſznt AfMictions upon Gods 
peopl-are partly for their ſons, & let them 
think chemiclves, ( yet God too ) for their 
Swufterinos, 

lis ſtrange, and a very bad Sign to ſee 
Sainis loox more upon the fins of the 
wicked ro 1ipen them for miſery, then ate 
ter ſe/f-hnmiliation and ho/yneſs, to ripen 
and fit themſelves for mercy. 

And 'tis the Sign of a hard heart, to 
defire the wickeds Eternal deftruction , 
for the obcaining of our awn temporall , 
and corporal liberry, ſafety , and honour: 
As it one ſhovid defire to have another 
Calt inio the fire, and be burnt, that him- 
ſelf ray be warmed, 

He tha- cannot pitty the Sinner, and hate 
fin, doth nor reprove out of [ove to Chriſt, 
Nor *10M 1 grac:ons Spirit, 

He that loves not a Reprover, and pri- 
ſes not his reproof, neither profits thereby ; 
1s more his ins, than his Souls friend. 

As a (pnonful of Strong-water Will be 
much prized [though but imall) when one 
is faning ; or a hittle knap of Sugar after 
a birrer pr/{ : fo will alittle combber 11 Of 
after affii tion, be efteem'd by a Chriſtian. 

If thou haſt faln into ſi through vio- 
lent Temptations, ſeek ſpeedily for Repen- 
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tance for it, recovery out of it, and refore 
mation from it, 

If God hath kept thee from fallingy ill 
fear, watch, pray, and live by Faith on 
Chriſt. 

I have experienc'd ſometimes, that 
Houghts of Gods goodneſs, and my own 
yileneſs coming in at once, have drawn 
tears of joy, minzled with ſorrow, | 

No power can keep him in bonds, whom 
trath and wmnocency acquits, 

Our end in being in the wor/d, is not to 
be to our ſelves, 

Though the people of God may be &{'d, 
yet they can neither be hurt nor over< 
come. 

Chriſtians though diſagreeing in 9p:us- 
en, ſhould agree in affettion : Md ditf<r- 
ing in Controverhe, yet ſhould agree in 
Charity. 

It is a very (ad thing neither to be care- 
ful to do well, nor to repent for doing 
dl, 

The Potion that Chnſt gives us 15 not 
ear ſo bitrer, as his Cordial is (weet, 

Chriſt deals wich a Chriſtian, as a man 
would with his wife, who made him drink 
apoyſon'd cup for her ſake , puts 2 drop 
of it upon her hand or face, which cauſes 
a Bliſter : onely to make het ſenſible what 
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he ſuffered for her. Chriſtians ſufferings are 
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bu: 4$ 4 drop :0 the Sea, in companion of 
Chriits iuferings : or a litcle water put 
over the c1p of poylon, Whereof he drank, 

As the n1-ure of man doch ſeek prof- 
pe1i'y, to likewiſe 1 do h abule 17. 

$11n s may parrly know one another by 
grace, 1s well as by face. 

I he Sun cloaded, makes the Sun more 
deſned; io Chnſt, 

Fear not fire, if fin be not the fue! that 
m31n"aines 1c, 

| hat Phyſick works molt effeQually, 
tha' removes mott bad hamors, and put- 
LES Way mot Exrcrements : to dath that 
s ffl'thion hat purges the heart, and life 
1n'4it trom 

Chiifþins are lixe Rivers when they 
come new the Sea, the Tides come forth 
10 meet them: io doth Chnift by his 
111, andconolation, thoſe Saints that 
are near and the grexer floud 
the-e 18 in the River, the faſte- 1: runs ; {0 
the more their Perſecutions 
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heaven . 
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are, he iwitier they fly by fauth, and run 
in Holizeſs Heaven-wards, 

That's a 16-ry Child, that obey's his Fa- 
ther 4001er for correcting him , then out 
ot love t» him,or in obe hence to his com- 
mand; and yet ſuch naughty Children are 
Things 
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Things are not tobe beloved for the place 
ſake, but the place for ih. things lake * 4s 
Gregory Biſhop of Kome fa1d. \ JO041 
obiervacion for tholte that put holineſs 
in places. 

he fear of Death is ingrafred in the 
common-nature of all men, but Faith 
works 1: out of Chriſtians. 

No.hing will bz terrible where th: love 
of Cod is apprehended ; and nothing grie- 
yous : Where love to Chriſt is exerciſed, 

Len to prefer C br ſt before ſelf, 
and [affering F# JI OVe tn ming. 

Look for | uftering as :01 exaltation, for 
it is an honour oo be acco. ned Worthy , 
and a double honour to be enabled and 
carryed through ſafely. 

I would not dye as long as I might hve 
to hanour Chriſt : nor live unleis I migar 
eicher live to doe, or ſuffer for him. 

As the lutle Intan will not be content 
with the Mother wi. hour rhe breaſt : nor 
the breaſt without the Mother : to a Saint 
will not be conten: with Chriſt, wi hout his 
Ordinances: much le.s with the uſe of 
Ordinarces without ( briſt. 

As 2 Phyſitian leaves a man that (he 
ſees after all means uſed) growes worſp, 
and deſperate : (0 do h the Lord, the 
bopeleſs ſinner , that hath rejected all the 
Acans 
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Meaxes of his own Salvation. 

As the heavy Milfone tums eaſily, 
and ſwiftly , by the ftrengtch of water : {6 
doth the heart of man , by the powerful 
water of Gods Spirit. 

Chriſt hath more to do, to bring men to 
be reconciled to God, then God to men : 
And that, 

x. Becauſe, God is willing and 1nclin- 
able thereto, but men «nwillng, 

2, B-cauſe, Godis Satisfied with his 
Son, which men are nor. 4 

As courſe Clath though put into the 
ſame Fat, and continued there a like time 
with Cloth which is finer, yet will not take 
ſo perfe& a colour : ſo a man that is of a 
bad natwre, though he be converted, will 
not appear ſo gracious, as he that hath a 
b-rrer nature; viz, one that 18 quiet, Of 
meek by nature. 

As the Olive,though it be grafted intothe 
Vine, yer till brings forth Olive his own 
frui: as well as Grapes;ſo a Chriſtian thats 
erafred into Chrift, brings forth ſome 
Fruite of Nature , as well as of 
Grace, 

If every Chriſtian did follow cloſely 
his own work,, the Trade of Religion 
would go better on, 


It is a great part of a Chriſtians _— 
at 
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that he can be 'no time what he would be : 
(viz. ſfinleſs, and ſerv.ceful ) nor ar all 
ames, What he is ſome times ; viz, ſligh- 
in fm, judging ſelf, loving Chriſt, 
and deipifing the world greatly. 


grow ) hops from one Bough to ano- 
ther , and returns to his Neſt againe ; but 
when his feathers are grown, forſakes the 
Tree : (0 a Chriſtian till his Fab be 
grown, goes from ſigne to ſigne, turning 
into his own r:ghreouſneſs , bur when his 
Faith or aſſurance is grown, he fiyes off 
bmſelf to C _ | 


tots requires more ſtrengih , and $kill 


mill require more skill, and power to 
convince, and corivert them. 


My moſt Sanctifying Thoughts. 


1, The thought of Gods moſt free, and 
continued love to me. 

2, The thought of what Chriſt hath doxe 
for me. 

3. The thought of what I have been, 


4. The thought of what God, and Chriſt 
are to me, and I to them, 


5. The thought of Chriſts Excellency , 
| and 


As a young Bird ( betore his Feathers Cons, 


As ground that is rough, and full of Cops, 


in Plowing: ſo old finners hardned in fins,— 


and done avzin(t him. Go" "I 
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and ſome Saints Emunencies, 
6. The thought of Death, and of Judge. 
ment. 
7. Fhe rhought of what I ſhalL6e, and 
{hall have hereatcer, 
Com. As ih: Moon, and Stars receive all 
thei: Light from the Sun ; ſo the Church, 
and Miniſters receive all their knowledge 
from Chit, 


A true ( hrift an will deſire tobe freed, 


(s, Doub:s of his Ecernal condition, 
2, I he power of corrupuon,. 
3. The herynets of the Lay in the 
: Conlcience. 
4. The fierce Temptations of Satan, 
5. Scruples in matters of Opinion. 
6, Wicked places, and perſons, Where 
a man can neither do, nor receiye 
Good, nor be without danger of 
Evil. 
$8. The fear of Death, 
A true Chriſtian ſhould be {and will be) 
m":ch taken with, and rejoyce at, 
ns The leaſt revelation of truth, 
2. The leaſt Communion with God, and 
Chiſt, chrough the Spanr. 
3. The leſt addir:0na/ meaſure of holineſs. 
4. The 1:2/t good Succels God gives him 
in his Work, 
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5, The leaſt proſperity Gods: people En. 

joy 1n the world, 
6, To be counted worthy and made able to 

luffer for Chriſt. 

A B-eleever ſhould learn, 

t, To know God in Chriſt, 
2, Himielt in Chnitt, 
3. Chriſt in him. 
4. Himſelf as he was without Chriſt, 
1, Wicked, and wretched, 2, Unwilling 

and weak in good. 

The lit: of a rrue Behever ; 1s, 
, In the Lord, 1 Thelſ.t. x. xJoh, 2. 27, 
. On the Lord, Rom. 1. 17, Gal. 2.20, 
. By and from the Lord, Joh--6. 57. 
, To the Lord, Rom. 14. $. Luke, 20, 

35, Gal, 2. 19. 

5. Wich the Lord, 2 Cor. 13. 4. x The, 
5,10, Rom.6.8, 
Suffering is not only a duty, but a Dig- 
wy , and not only a matter of neceſſity, 
but of choice to a good Chriſtian ; For the 
Croſs 18 inlay'd with a Crown. 
God hath taken away tome that were 
tws good for the world , and God leaves 
ohers in the world to grow berter by at- 
fictions, 
| God requires from Saints but Sincere 
#edience, and utmolt endeavogyr, but from 
Chiiſt perfelt obedience, 
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Some Signs and Charatters of a true 
CHRISTIAN. 


Fe Chriſtian is one that hath had 
clear convictions of fin, (eſpecially 
his maſter-ſin and wnbelief ) and of Chriſt; 
that 15,0f the want, and worth of him; and 
of Judgement, that is,of puniſhment as the 
due delert of his fin, Joh, 16, 8, 

2, He is awnbattomed, and broken off 
from himſelf, he hach no confidence in 
himſelf : his Birth, Edxcation, Parts, Per. 
formances, and beft works are impure, and 
imperfe&t in his own fight, Phul, 3. 3. 
Iſa. 64. 6. 

3. He is hardly bronght to belecve, he 
hardly beleeves that he doth beleeve, and 
hardly caſts away his confidence when he 
doth once truly TI "E 

4. He upon ſelf-(uſpit:on doth yreatly 
deſire to "oF ed "_ doth earnefl 
feareh hamielt, Pſal. 139, 1. and laſt, a 
2]. 6. 

5. He doth never reſolve to go on in 
any fn, 

6, He prayes to God moſt againſt his 
deareſt ind waſler-ſin ;-and praiſes God 


moſt when he hath power again it, 
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7, He never repents for any fin forſa- 
ken, good he hath done, or affliction he 
hath Suftered for Chrilt, 

8, He bath awry toall Saints, and ſeeks 
wity among all Saints, and makes #ni- 
w-h1p, and Saint-ſkip, the ground of his 
fellowſhip, and Commumon-ſhip , Phil. 
=. 8£ A. 2. 3. Am & £1 
(or.1, 9, 10, 

9, In reading of Scripture he obſerves 
what helps on his hoknſs, and teaches 
ſelf-demal, as well as what increaſes 
trowledge. 

10, He cares not What he hath, whither 
he goes , nor What he ſuffers wich Chriſt , 
and wichows fon. 

II, _— helps on his holyneſs, and 
lus bolyneſs helps up his feaub, 

12, He is one that alwayes reſolves to 
follow Chriſt through every condation, 
(or through thick, and thin) yet much ſ#ſ- 

ts, and fears he ſhall not be able to 

ld out, 

13. He ſecks, and priſes holyneſs, to 
ſerve-God here, as much or more then 
bappeneſs hereafter, 

14. He keeps himſelf from his own 
(i, e. his dear and maſter) fin, and iniqui- 


2 Sam, 23. 24, 
ly, 3. 24 35. Hs 


"5 


S$triptural Obſervations, and 


15. He fears God, and fm, more then 
men and ſuffering , Gen. 39. 9. Dan, 3; 
17, 19 | | 

16, He neglects nor his duty, though he 
knows there is great danger in doing it 
Dan, 6. 10, 

17, Hz 1s one that 1s careful tolayin, 
and to ger rrue grace in his heart, as well 
as in his Profeſſion, as the wiſe Scribe, 
Mat. 13, and wile Virgins, Mat. 2x. 

18, He can and dare do no hing 
again(t the rrmth, 2 Cor, 13, 8, Elpecially 
if he k-ows 1c, 

19, tHe cleaves to the Lord, and follows 
af:er the Lord fully iv the worſt times , and 
when others forſake him, Num. 14 24. 
Joh, 6,68, 

20, He reſpe&s all, (and reje&s none 
of Gods ) Commandments, Pſal. 119.6, 
2 Sam, 22, 23, 

21, He takes patiemtly and thankfully 
the harſheſt words, and the hardeſt deal- 
ings of God, 1 Sam. 3.18, 2 Kings 20, 
19, Job 1, 14. tothe end, . 

22, Heis much affected with, and af- 
flicted for the Sufferings of the Godly, and 
Sins or the Wicked ; as David, Jeremah, 
Lo, Panl, &c. 

. 23. Heis one that when he 18 recover- 
el out of his Back/iding , remembers his 
former 
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former good condition, and prizes it ; and ' 


aiſes God, and hates his fin more than 
e did before, Hoſ. 2.7. and 14. 2, 3, 8. 

24. He ſeeks and efteems Smncerity more 
than any garniſhing gifts, and prizes plain 
and poor Saints that are honeſt and wprighr, 
more than thoſe that have parts & wealth, 
if they be lefle ſincere. 

25, He hath a great defire to joyn him- 
ſelf with the Saints of God, and to conti- 
nue With them when he comes to know 
them, and to be convinced throughly of 
their wayes, Pſal. 47. 9. mare. and 27. 4. 
Cant. 1, 7, Iſa.56.3, 1 Joh.2.19. 

26, He 1s one that knows the Voice of 
Chrilt, and will hear onely his Voice, 
joh.10, 4, 5. 1 Fob. 4.6. 

27, He is greatly afflifted and: troubled 
at and for the Afiitt;on of the Righteous, 
Nehem, 1. 3, 4. Lam. 3.51. 

28. He is one that exerciſeth a good 
Conſcience in all things, Heb.13.5. 

But what are the cafte#t Signs, or Marks, 
ir young and weak Saints to find in them? 

29, Ye defires to fear God and His 
Tame, and defires Grace for Grace ſake, 
Nebems, 1.11, 

30, He doth enquire how he may be 
ved, AZ..2. 377 and 9. 6, and 16, 
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31, He 1s one that prayes at his fit 
Converhon, Ad#.9 1. God hath no ſtill. '! 
bora Children, 

32. Fe defizes cameſily the fiacere mulk, 
of the Word, 1 Pet, 2, 2, 

33. He hath a ſoft, circonmciſed, an 
heart, and is a new Creature, Ezck, 
36,26, 2Cor.5. 17, 

| 34. He 15 either one that ſuffers him- 
ſelf, or is a companion of ſuch, 2 Tim, 3. 
12, Heb. 10, 33. 


* 


The care of a true Chriſfian ts, 
1, To wait on God, 1ſa.$8.17. and 25.9. 
2, To walk with God, Ger. .22,24. and 
6.9. and 24. 49, - 

3. To work all his works in andfor God, 
Joh.3.21, Kow.6,10, x Cor.10.31, 
4. Tobring his will to ſubmit to the will 
of God in every thing, Mark, 26. 42. 

Heb. 10, 7. 


Take heed of ſinning preſumptuonſly, 
CE.) 


1, Knowingly, Luke 12. 47. Heb. 6. 4, 
6, 2 Pet. 2.20, 

2, Willingly, and wilfully, - Hef. 5. 12. 
Heb, 10, 26. 

3- By contemning the Law and Love of 
God, Prov.z. 13, Rom, 2, 4. 


4. By 
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4. By flighting Jeſaw {brift's Perſon, Po- 
wer, and hrs Blood, Mat. 12, 24. Luke 
19, 14. Heb. 10, 29, 

F. By blaſpheming and doing deſpight to 
the Spirtt. of God, Luke 11.15, Heb, 
10,29, 

6, By falling into the hands of God with- 
out Chrift, and trac Sanitification, Heb. 
10,29, 


A Chriſtian in Aﬀiction, if he under- 
ſand not what God intends thereby thould 
believe God intends not to hurt him : 
As a Wife ot a Child that a Hwband or F a- 
ther brings into a Wood or Water, yet they 
are confident 1t 1s not to hang or drown 
them. 

Iris a ſign that People do not repent, 
when they grow worſe, R-v.16, 9, 11. 

A paſſionate and trowbled {purit 15 like a 
lietle Pryll of Water, which every ſhowre 
of Rain, or Beaſt that paſles thorow doth 
change the colour of it, and make muddy. 

Quick Onſets and Endeavonrs to Reform, 


x are far better than many Purpoſes and Ke 


| 


lations. 
It (hould trouble a Chriſtian much to 


have ſuch Graces which he receives from 


beget {© little good in hun. 
my ſoul! will neither great Love, 
GW 2 oreat 
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oreat Mercy, great Forbearance, great In- 
treaty, nor great Wages prevail with thee 
to ſerve Chri#t freer and better ! 

A deep ſence of fin, begets deep ſorrow 
for fin : and true ſorrow for ſin leads to wel- 
you Faith, from hence flows inward 

eace, Joy, and Holineſs, 

The Lord would ſoon turn from bis 
Wrath, if men were turned from their Wice 
kedneſs. 

A Chriſtian is not only to be contented 
with any condition, but he is to be reli 
giouſly contented ( or in a rehgious manner) 
not as a meer man, and to ſec that the 
leaſt things he hath more than he deſerves, 
and the worſt things that he endures, yet 
ſwentned and ſanttified to him. 

As a Husbandman when great Rain 
comes, unyoaks his Oxen, and turns them 
home,{where they are feeding and gather- 
ing new ſtrength to work again ) So God 
doth his Children in time of AffiQion and 
Perſecution, 

A Chiiltians time of Afligion is like to 
a Womans waſting or ſcouring day, when 
the Cleaths or Veſſels are all our of order ; 
but ic is in ordet to fer them in a bette: 
frame ſpeedily. 

Of all men a Chriſtian may be freer to 
life, 0: to pari With any thivg than another 

mana : 
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man : for he loſes nothing but either what 
1s hurtful to him, {fo wit, mis fins) or what 
he ſhall regain and recover of 2 better ſorr, 
and in a more abundant degree : As if he 
loſe a ſmall temporal ESTATE, he hath 
in reverſion an Eternal INHERIT ANCE: 
If he lays down a body that is full of Cor- 
ruption, he ſhall have another free from 
Corruption : and therfore he ny lay (bet- 
ter than the Heathen could) What I keep 
I loſe, and what I give, or lay out, I 
ſave. 

The Lord hath (I amperſwaded) done 
more by the Afflictions which he hath late- 
ly brought upon his People, than either 
was done, or like to be done by any other 
wayes, or means : Viz, 

x, He hath driven his People more to- 


gether, and made them more one * Oneneſs _ Unio 


among Saints is a Pearl of great value. 


\gnihes 
2, He hath ſeparated more between Yyzzn,or 
them and the World, like winnowing, drives a Pearl. 


the Chaff further from the Whear. 
3. He hath conviticed them more of 


| their awiſcarriages, both towards bins , and 


toward one another. 

4. He hath made them to know perſons 
and things better, = 

5. To prize Spiritual Priviledges and 
Ordizarces mote, Such a ſulneſs as Chiittt- 
| G3 ans 


Scriptaral Obſerudtiens, and 


ans had of Ordinances made them deſpiſe 
them, like the 1ſraehres the Alanna. 

6. To experience their own weakneſs 
of Fauh, together with their great misbe. 
bef, by checking the over-much Confidence 
of his Saints, 

2. To cry more earneſtly to him, and 
wait more conſtantly on him, 

8. They are unloaded and much <f 
charged of the burden of the Wor {d. 

A Chriſtian ſhould rake heed leſt he be 
giving way to his heart, to ſteal out ow 
and they to fin, and get ſome ſweet-bits 
thereof between Duties, 

He ſhould be careful alfo, to fence that 
Gap moſt, by which the ffrongeſt T emprati- 
ons do enter ofteneſt in; *"" 

There will be a reviving of old fins, if 
there be not effettual Repentance for them, 
and a care by Faith through all Duties and 
Ordinances to get new (ſtrength againſt 
them, and a ms watch kept over them. 

When God makes the World too hot fox 
his People to held, then'they will let | 
wr go, 

A Chriſtian comes not to know the 
weakneſs of his Grace, till the Spirit ceaſes 
to work 14 and by it : nor the power of his 
Corraption, till Satan works therein by his 
Temptation, 

A 


— 


Spiritual Experiences, 8c. 

A Chiittian's fleſh ſhonld keep from the 
ſhew, and his Conſcience from the guils of 
Sin. 

Sin's beſt is before, but its worſt is be- 
hind ; and the ſting and raj! of 1t lotiger 
than at (elf, 

Where Sin 1s not kabed, it will kill, 

$m was condemned by Chrift to ſave the 
ſinner, Rom. 8. 3, Oh then let not the 
Sinner (eek to fave the Siz to.condemn 
Chrift again.” 

As the natural Sun the nearer it is to us, 
and the more direct over us, the leſs ſha- 
dow 4t caſteth : So Chriſt the nearer he is 
to us, the leſs Darkreſrand S:z we have. 

Chriſtians ſhould account reſtramts from 
Sin, great Mercies to them; but Recoveries 
out of Sin with advantage, greater. 

Sin hath no mother but a man's heart,nor 
father but Satan. | 

Sin draws the Soul into it,either by por 
er or policy, by force or by fraud. 

Chiiftians ſhould nocgive offence care» 
leſly, nor take offence catiſeleſly. 

Fear thy Friends more than thy Foes,thy 
Sins more than thy Sufferings, and Liberty 
more than Bondage. 

Some Chriſtians have four Thorns that 
grieve them, a Thorn of Afﬀittion from 
God, a Thoin of Perſecution from men, 
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and a Thom of Temptation from Satan, and 
of Corruption im themſelves ; which is the 
worſt, and that which ſhould trouble them 
moſt, 

Though a man may' be bled in time of 

ſelf-oflemtation both by God and men ; by 
God in Aff6&:on,and by men through Per. 
ſecution, Keproaches, &c. yet that Vein is 
apt tofill up ſtill, 
[Chriſtians ſhould defire to be hard. 
faited, and heart-tied to the Lord, and to 
be ftrong in Faith on Chriſt, Love to him, 
and Reſolution for him. 

-loatbing deſftroyes ſelf-love much 

and the more we loath our ſelves, the bet- 
ter we love others. 
. .. Chriſtians ſhould not envy the patience 
of God towards their Enemies ; forit is 
nothing in compariſon of what grace he 
ſhews to them. 

If Afﬀettion doth us good, we ſhould 
not defire to be free from it, till it does us 
more good, much leſs, if it hath not done 
us any good at all. 

The reaſon why men do not more mag- 
nifie GO D's Grace,is, becauſe they do not 
behold their own v:/eneſs ; and the reaſon 
why men do not ſee their own wv/eneſs 
more, is, becauſe they do not apprehend 
God's Goodneſs more clearly and _ 

's 
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Sprritual Experiences, KC. 


God's Goodneſs and Grace are Cexperi- 

enced much, 

I. In keeping the ſoul from ſin, Or reco- 
vering the ſoul, after falls, out of ſin. 

2, In WeCOMTING the ſoul in t1me of texs- 
—_ F *e it under AfloB 

3. In ſupporting it under Aﬀlultion, 

4. in 5. it ro, and carrning it 
ry Dates, 

hen 2 Chriſtian comes to be as weary 
of his Si»s as of his Sufferings, God will 
certainly put them to an end. 

One of the chiefeſt works of the ſoul, is, 
ſelf examination ; and yet a Chriſtian will 
find himſelf moſt backward thereto, and 
ſoonefF weary therein. 

The more a ſoul is exerciſed inſpuitual 
meditation, the leſs with carnal remptation. 

The- more frequent and powerfull in 
private Prayer, the more free from,and the 
more potent agai»ſt Corruptions. 

A true Chnttian may ſometimes {as far 
as he is fleſhly) defire and long to have hig 
Luſt ſatisfied : like a man in a Feaver that 
defires what is hurtful to him ; but when 
he is out of that Sck, and fintul fit, he can 
praiſe God that he was kept from it. 

Take the beſt Chriſtian at the worſt, and 
pu cannot diſcern any difference between 

im and a wicked mas ; and ſo a Hypeerite 
SCn- 


et 


on the contrary. 
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Sertptural Obſervations, and 
Seaſonable and unexpeRed Mercies, are 


very ſweet, and accept 

A Chriftian in affliction is like the Drvi- 
Dack_upon the Water, ſometimes ſwim. 
mng pleaſantly upon the top of the Water and 
ſometimes again d-ving under Water, and 
yet as ſafe then, as at any otker time, 

Juſtice ſhould »o by rule in all things, 
and neither fame, falſhood nor favory ſhould 
point out perſons for ſuffering. 

Fame,F alſe-witneſs,or Zral for the Truth, 
I expe& will bring me to my Death, if it 
be unnatural. | 

Itis a common principle in Nature, 
That-no man can or ſhould judge his Ene- 
my, or be Judge in his own Cauſe. 

A ſuffering Chriſtian ſhould ſee that 
Imncency be the ground-work of his Sef- 
fering, and Patience the perfe&ion thereof; 
or Innocency the beginning, and Patience 
the effe& thereof. 

To be in a little Priſen, is in one ſence 
better than to be in a great ove + for'a man 
ſhall not weary himſelf ſo ſoon in walking 


in it : And what is the whole World buta 


Priſon to a Chriftian ? 
Slethfalneſ# is the Cradle of Sin, which 
the Devil rocks. 
Chriſt wil be ſoon ſenſible of thoſe Saints 
Sufferinge, that are ſenſible of their own 
Sins, It 


ft Ta << Q- 


'P 


Spiritual Experiences, &C, 
It is the /eaff of Aﬀlictions to be affliged 


by men, for they can afflit but the out- 
ward man only ; and of all Enemies Mar 
is the weakeſt. But God, Conſcience, yea 
Satan, and Sin, can and do affli6 the Soul, 
which is more intolerable. 

There is no power in the Creatures t6 
do either good or burt, but as God diſpoſes 
them ; for it 15 God that puts big Sword in- 
to their hand, Ezek. 30. 24. 

Perſecutors do with Chriſtians as men 


— 


do with Fiſh that are upon dry-land, fling 
them into the Water and their own Ele- 
ment Heaven, and they think they harm 
them 18 caſti»g them into their ownCenter, 

Chriſtians (ſhould no more fear Men, 
nor care for Aﬀttions or Perſermtzons from 
them, than #:ves and Children ſhould fear 
to ſee their Hmuubands, or Fathers, carry 
Swords, Axes, or Reds in their hands : for 
ſo, and no otherwiſe are the Wicked jn 
God's hand, Pſal.17. 14. 1ſa. 10. 15. 

Take heed of reproving or wphraiding an- 
other in ſeif-paſſion, or 10 provoke his paſ- 
frown, 

The Lord now thakes his »i/tble Church, 
as a Tree is ſhaken, that the rotten fruit 
may fall off. 

Chriſtians iz and «nder their Sufferings, 
ſhould be growing holy ; and throwgh their 
Sufrerings, 


Cors, 


369 Seriptural Obſervations, and 


Sufferings, be going and growing more 


ey have but a ſlight Profeſſion, whoſe 
Profeflion doth not Ki them out of $1», 


and through S»ffering. 


Son Obſervations aud Experiences con- 
cermng Dreams. 
T, That ſome are divine, and doubtleſs 
from God. 
2, Some others natwral,cither from the 
conſticution of the body, the buſineſle where- 


in one's mind or hody have been exerciſed | 


about, or from the nature of the meat that 
one bath eaten, or of the weather,if wer and 
moiſt, then dolefa/ and ſad Dreams, cc. 
3. Some diabolical, or from the Devyl : 
ſometimes theſe are obviouſly wicked ; as 
murderous malicions, nrclean,giuttenons, & c, 
But thoſe chat are moſt dangerous, are de- 
lnſrve Dreams ( ſuch doubtleſs as the falſe 
Prophets had, Jer. 23. 25. and 29. 8, 
Zech,10, 2, Fade v.$.) whereby the De- 
vil deceives them,and they deceive others. 
Satan can ſpin a fine ſmall thread 
from our farces and 1maginations,and then 
weave a Cobweb to take the fooliſh Flyes, 
that are more doted abour Dreams, then 
diligent to learn, or to do their duties ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, Yet let not this 
make 


- 
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$Sprritual Experiences, &C. 


| make Chriſtians either condemn or caſt 


away all their Dreams : For, 

1, Gog promiſed that in Goſpel-days, 
ſome Chriſtians ſhould dream Dreams, 
Joel 2. 28, AA, 2, 17, 

2. God did in Goſpel-dayes, towit, in 


— 


the dayes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to divers of tus People in 
_ way, CMatth.1,20, and, 12, Ai. 
I9, 9, 

3. This way of revealing Knowledge, 
and God's Mind unto men, was before 
the Law, Gen. 31. 10,11, 24, and 37. 5, 


| Job 33.15. Numb.12,6, and by no Sctip» 


ture appears to ceaſe, 

Careleſs hearing makes carnal bearts, 
and carnal hearts make curſed /rves, 

Be not too forward to draw on Perſecs- 
tion, but rather be preparing for it againſt 
it comes : for do bur keep a good Conſcience, 
and ſhew it in a godly Converſation,and you 
will be ſure not ro want ſuffering, 

He that will be much in ſe/f-dexya/,muli 
de much in ſelf-rryal. 

If we could be contented to be altoge- 
ther wichour Chriſt, or with pare of Chnſt; 
we need not ſuffer Perſecution. 

An Erroneonus Conſcience is a ſore Jucg- 
ment ; for a man fins if he fallow it, and & 
man ſing if he goes contrary to the Heres 
of it, ; That 


Icy 
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Scriptural Obſeruattons, and 

That Preacher preacheth well, that (by 
the help of the Spirit ) drawes his Sem 
our of the Scripture and his own heart, and 
ſhewes 1tin his prattice before he utters it 
in the Pulpit ; and hes ſpeaks to the heart, 
that (peaks from the heart, 

For what a Preacher does, aſwel as what 
he Praks, is Doltrine tofRWPeople. 

The chief end of All the Scriprares, is 
to know God, andTo worſhip him rightly be. 
ing known. 

Fruth brings no Abſurdity with ir, 


The end of the Law is not to bring men * 


under its Reghteonſneſs, but under (* briſt"s 
Righteouſneſs. 

Aman that is in Chrrft, is like a man 
that hath'a great Stock , ic will make him 
active. 

Chnft is a Retreating-Place to Bche+ 
vers, Pſal, x16. >. 

The Promiſes of God are as Herbs in 2 


- Garden, we are never the betrer for them 


unleſs we know their nazxwre, and how to 
»/e and apply them. 


Believers are ſometimes like Puayps that 


have water jn them, and yet ſeem dryull 
lome freſh water is poured into them : 50 
they are as thoſe that have no Grace till 
the Lord gives them ſome freſh Grace to 
a& Grace formerly received, __ 


Spiritual Experientes, &C. 

Let none marvel that a Cloud covers 
and hides the ſplendor of the Stars, when 
there hath been ſuch an Eclipſe upon the 
Sun: no more. that tuch ſmall ſufferings 
ſhould befall the Sav»ts, when the Son of 
God dit ſuffer /o much. 

Chriſtians ſhould take heed left God 
ſhould ſwe them upon an Afton of Waſte, 
for watting Time and miſ-ſpending Mer- 
ces, ef c. 

Likewiſe, left they over-ſhoot them- 
ſelves in things lawfull : for mark this, 
| moſt of a Chriſtian's failings are either 
| from:geod ends, or exceſs in lawful things, 

Sence of Miſery muſt precede ſence of 
Merey. 

There are two degrees or ſorts of Miſe- 
nes, ( 1.) fimning, (2.) ſuffering for Sn, 

two degrees or parts of felicity, ( 1.) 
Freedom from Sin and Saffering, and ( 2, ) 
Fellowſhip with God in Grace and Glory, 

Ar the day of death (bur ſpecially at the 
Day of Judgment ) a Saint will wiſh he 
had fins'd leſs, ſerv'd God better, and ſuf- 
fered for bum more. 


' He 18a ſtrong Chriſtian that ſeeks God's 


Glory more than his own Salvation ; but ns 

Chnſtian' that ſeeks neicher. 
As itis the character of all Hypocntes 
(eſpecially thele of the latter days _ 
them- 


LIZ 


Cam, 


themſelves and their pleaſures, more than 
God, 2 Tim. 3.2, 4. Soof true Chriſtiang 


to love God better than their own lrves, Re. * 


vel, 12, 11, 
Satan is ſaid twice to be caſt owt of Hea- 
ven, and oxce caſt down, Rev, 12, 9, 10, 
Duries ill perform'd (or carnal Duties) 
are ſpiritual ns. 
Take heed of #nbelef : for, 
I, It cuts you ſhort of Chriſt and all his 
benefits and promiſes, 
2. It binds all your other fins upon you. 
It is both Humanity and Chriſtianity to 
be caurteons, kind and merciful to all; but 
not to be friendly with all, muctr leſs to 
confide in all, or commit your cag»ſels to 
all 


Chriſtians are apt often to be moſt wear 
of that condition that doth them moſt good, 

It is a great evil in Chriſtians to defire 
© come out of Afﬀttion, before it hath 
wrought Gods end «por, and in thens, As 2 
man that is weary of his Phyſick whilk ic 
is working, 

As a husbarrd that beſtowys Jewels upon 
his wife, when ſhe delights more in them 
than in her hwband,takes them away again 
from her : So Chriſt doth with his People 
when he ſecs them abuſe the good things 
ke beltows upgy them, 
| Whey 
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Spiritual Experiences, &c, 
When , and where Wickednefle is 
moſt, then and there the godly ſhould 


Iltive to be molt godly. 


As the Snow covers many fowl and dir- 
typlaces, and things ; yet when it is mel- 
, thoſe things will appear:So profeflion 
coves many cortuptions,which when men 
all from , their baſe wickedneſs will ap- 
Ged doth never out- (peak, or out- 
promiſe his Power, Truth, and Faith - 
funeſs. 

If Gods people could be diligent at their 
own Work, and leave God at his work,they 
need not fear ſucceſle, 

As the Stars , the higher they are, the 
mifrer their motion : So Chriſtians , the 


nore ſpiritual, the more Active 1 the ſer- Com. 


wee of God. 


Want of love to the Saints, and ſenh ble 
thoughts, anc conſideration of their Con- 
dition, makes us pray ſo ſeldom , and ſo 
fratbearted for them, 

Godlineſs is an eying of God , owning of 
God, and muating, and reſpetting of ham 
@ all our waies. 

Nothing comes amifle to a Godly man, 
dur $/», 

Sin undiſcovered,or wnconſideredvecomes 


lin wrrepented, 
h Chriſhans 
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Scripturat Obſervations, and 

Chriſtians may with Godly boldneſs, and 
reverence as well expect ( through Chriſt ) 
that God will do his work, which he hath 
promiſed,as he requires they ſhould do the 
work they are commanded. 

There are many, that ſerve themſelves 
of Chrift, but few that ſerve Chraft, for 
his own ſake. 

It is hard to be skilful in the work of be- 
lievins,and dihgent in the work of fancti- 
fication at once, becauſe there is a double 
ſelf-denyal therein , of our righteouſneſs 
and fins. AChriſtiaz ſhould learn to diſcern 
the Good, and Ewi/, and ſtrive to improve 
the Talents he hath received better. 

If Gods people were not tometimes af- 
ficted, they would forget both themſelver, 
and others ; for affliction works bumlza- 
tion in men themielves , and compathon 
towards others. 

Chriſtians ſhould labour, to fee ſo much 
bitterneſs in Sin, as may ſweeren Chri#t ; 
and ſo much iweernels in Chr;t , as may 
iNbitter fin 4 them: and labourto at- 
rain to more knowledge in. the Covenant 
of Grace ; and to ſuch a meaſure of true 
Repentanc? , and Reformation, as may 
make believing eaſy, and Holineſs Ce- 
I12hiful, 


Ic 
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Spiritual Experiences , Kc. 
It is a hard thing for a Profane man to 
attain to the ſhaddow ; a curel:fſe(though 
true Chriſtian) to the ſubliance of Keligron: 
$o for the true Saint, that hath the ſub- 
ſtance,to keep up the ſence,and ſavour ei- 
ther of good Jeſus, or bad Sin, in his 
heart alwaies. Oh, what time do Saints 
miſpend ? what daty negle&? what Mercy 
light > what Corruprions undrace ? what 
Temptations {ye under 2 what correttions un» 
dervalue> Oh, what beart-qualms. and 
fleſhly weakeneſſes cry upon them to make 
ready ? and yet, how umready how waripe con- 
willing namindful, and unthoughtful are we 
of our latter end? and thus, becauſe we are 
maſſured of grace,umweancd from the world 
weary Of Sun, wabroken from ſelf, and 
— of the glory to be revealed, 
enjoyed hercatrer. 

Chriftians , ſhould be alwaies prefing 
for fotne ' clearer, and fuller Tokens of 
Chriſts love ; for more of-his conſtant and 
Ofrinued preſence , for more ſence and 
experience of the inward workings of his 
pit, andfor moge of his likeneſs, and 
Image in Heart and Life, 


As a corrupt breath, darkens a tranſpa- Com, 


rene Glaſs, ſo doth corrupt communicati= 
ons , or a carnal converſation, the Goſpel 
and -Godlineſs, | 
| h 2 Gods 
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Scriptural Obſervations, and 
F Gods people have the love of God ſbew- 
ed to, and ſer before them, ſhed in them,and 
ſealed to them. 

Chriſtians ſhould be like fiſh in (alt wa- 
ter, keeping themſelves among the wicked 
pure and uncorrupted ; and not as g/ow- 
wormes making a ſhe'y of having light, but 
not having it indeec in them. 

Let not a Chriſtian lgave off his renmng, 
till he comes to the end of his Kace,but like 
the Moon though the be eclipſed, yet for- 
ſakes not her Orbe , nar diſcontinues her 
Conrle at all. 

Men that are cenverted, may ſay as the 
woman of Samaria faid, Job. 4. 39. &c. 
Naw we believe not becauſe of thy ſaying , for 
we have heard him our ſelves ; That bo 
the Preacher tels them things outwardly , 
they come alſo to ſee and hear Chriſt himy 
felf in their hearts. 

Chriſt hath ſufficient power to propa» 
gate his Goſpel , and work in the World, 
though all his Meſſengers ſhould be lan, 
or ſhut wp: And theretore they ſhould not 
do evil, in hope of doing good , comply 

with mens Ceremonies, under the Notion 
ot propegating truth ; or pretend their m- 
mſtry,when they intend their maintenance. 

Itis a ſad thing to be armed with know- 
ledge, but not with power againſt Sin, 
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Spirunal Experiences, Bc. 
I have often experienced the truth of 


of trouble ; eipecially, when I cry un- 
» the Lord tor help, even in the howr and 

nt of violent temptation, God hath 
xeard me,and frightned away the Temp- 
ation. 

The wonderful work of Ged is much ſeen 
n preſerving the Sas, from the worthip 
of the Beaſt, Rev. 15.2, 3. 

Be ſure to praiſe God, when you receive 

wer agailt Si, and Temptation ; and 
you ſhall be ſure to hnd God ready to give 
you power another time, when you wantir, 

When thou art talking with thy Eexemy, 
de ſure to have thy eye upon his Sword,and 
thy hand upon thy own ; watch how Satan 
or $4» intends to overcome you, and how 
you may beſt diſadvantage them, 

Be (till imployed 1n doing good, and you 
ſhall not be much tempred , or troubled 
wth Ew. 

Some Chriſtians have more trouble from, 
and for temptation and Six, in one day,than 
they have tor ſuffering many CAſoribs, 

Though a Chriſtian thould not adven- 
ture, or dare to. do, or commic the lealt 
el , to gain the greatelt good : yer ſome- 
times, God makes tome fin to do more good 
to a true Sant, than many Om_— 

an 


a Scripture , That God ts a preſent help. in Pſa, 46. x 


Perkins 
his Caſe of 
| Conſ. 


Scriptural Obſervations, and 
and ſervices: As a man,that hath had great 
Plagne-ſores , after they have been bro- 
ken and healed, the party becomes more 
healthy many years afrer ,, ( or as fore of 
the Phyſicians ſay ) the Rrongeſt poyſon |. 
( as _ if it can be maſtered and cor- | 
rected , it becomes the molt Soverai 
Phyſick, But no other Phyſician but Chriſt, 
can make Si» work good to the Godly, as 
that expreſſion of the Apoſtie, Rows, 8.28, 


M All things work together for good : 1s judeed 


by many Interpreters, to comprehend Sin 
in it, as well as ſuffering; ( 4s the ſame 
words , All things, are taken 1n other 
Seriprures, Aft, 13.39. Eph. 5.13.) And 
ſome ſay, that the drinking of the wine, 
wherein the Veper ( which 1s one of, 1f not 
the meſt poyſonful Crearure ) hath been 
drowned , will cure the Leproſy.- But 
this Viperous Poyſon, Sim , is wanily to bz 
thought on, and underſtood ; and "rig as 
when a Husbend-max ſees a Mole (poyling 
his ground, he is moved the rather to turn 
Water over it ; Which is a means to kill 
and drown many more : So a true Chriſt. 
an, ſometimes at the ſight or ſence of one 
corruption, maketh ſearch for, and finds 
oat many, which purs him more earneſtly 
to wreſtle with God for more of his Spot, 
Power and grace againſt them all, 


Spiritual Experiences, &c, 
A Hypocrite knowes more than he is 
villing to do ; bur a true Saint defires to 
& what he knows, and to know more that 
he may do more and better. 

The liberty of a Sant, is not to be 1n- 
different to do this, or that, but to be free 
n things that are excellent- The actual 
ws of Men, do not ſo mnch offend Chr:f, 
8 that they will not have him to be their 
Saviowr, 

Some means to help on Aſſwraxce, and 

Holineſs, © 

I, Labour after a clearer knowledge of 
be Covenant of Grace, and Teſtament of 
(brit ; as what Chriſt hath done, and ſut- 
kied ; for whom, and upon what conditions 
gen come to partake thereof, 

2, Conſider theſe two wosks, of Hols- 
ws , and Afſwraxce, to be the proper works 
#the Spint of God, and therefore 1s cal- 
&d the Spirit of Holineſs, and of Grace , be- 

iſe it doth ſantt;fy and Seal the people 

God, Roms. 1, 7, Zach. 12, 10, 2 Thef. 
13. Epbeſ.4. 39. | 
3. The Souls to be perfectly off from 

holding or depending upon any thing uw 
Wf, or done by ſelf, Eſa. 64.6.2 Cor.1.9, 
key. 3.17, When the ſpirit of God ſeals 
wr Souls as witneſles, we do _ 
an 


IS 


4s” 


Scriptural Obſervations , Oe, 
and are Gods Children, Eph.1, 13, Row, 


$. 16, there will be none of our ownS: pus, 
or qualifications (cen : but like the Stars, 
they Wull difappear when the S## ſhines , 
yet are ſtill Stars, and fixed ; fo are Gra- 
ces1n believers. 

4. Be diligent in praying for Aſſuraxce, 
and in uſing other means, epſecially ſelf- 
examination, Heb, 6.12. 2 Cor. 13. 5. 

5. Take heed of all Sins, for they put 
back the Soul, both in belerving and bol;- 
weſs, Pſal, 51. 8, 11, Luke 22, 31 32,, 

6. Give not way to hard thoughts of 
God, neither entertain that principle of 
falling from Grace ( which cannot pdſſi- 
bly conſiſt with Aſſurance) See Eſa.63.16 
and 64. 8, Jer. 3. 19. and 32. 49, Phil, 
1.6. Kom, 8. 35, 36. 

7. Look narrowly to your Hearts, 
Tongues, Steps, and Waies, and keepa ' 
Diary of Gods dealings , and your own 
walkings. Prov, 4.23, Pſal. 24. 25, 26, 
Heb. 12, 13. 

8, Exerciſe Repent ance conſtantly upon 
every ſlip, and fall into hn ; confeſs them, 
mourn tor them,be aſhamed and humbled for 
them, aud labour to hate them, and loath 
your ſelves for them, Lev. 26, 40, 41. 
Pſal, 32. x5. Fer. 3. 21. Exch, 7. 19. 2 
Cor, 7,11, Jam, 4.8, 9. Exe. A. 

The 
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| amentanions 


O'Þ 


JEREMIAH 


MEETER. 
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BH AT 1 


Ow doth the City fit alone 
that full of People was ? 
How is the become a widdow 2 
ſhe that was great ( alas! ) 
Among the Nations, and Princeſs 
n " and Glory 
Among the Provinces ; Is ſhe 
become Tributary ? 


H hs 


The Lamentations of 


2 She weepeth now (ore in the night, 


and on her cheeks are reares : 
She hath none for to comfort her, 
among all her Lovers. 


All her Friends have dealt treach'rouſly H 


with her, and ow they are 
Become her real Enemies, 
ſhe conld not them beware, 


3 Judah is gone into Bondage, 
ecaulie of AfMiiction, 

For their greatneſs of Servitude, 
how (ad 1 dear Zion ? 

She dwelleth among the Heathen, 
the finds no reſt, but waits, 

Her Perſecutors overtake 
her berween the ſore ſtraits. 


4 The ways of Zion do mourn much, 


becauſe none come of /ate 

Unto the ſolemn Featts : bur all 
her Gates are detolate : 

Her Pnelts do hon, her Virgins are 
afflicted roo, no leſs, 

And ſhe, Jer aſalem her ſelf, 
I'S 1N great DILternels, 


5 Her Adverſaries are the cet , 
» 6 Enen nies PIO: [> oi, 


Bz- 


Jeremiah in Meeter. 


Becauſe the Lord himlelf, for ſins, 
hath ſo afflicted her : 

For her many Tranſgreſlions, 
into Captivity, 

Her little children are now gone, 


before the Enemy. 


6 And from the Daughter of Z1on, 
all her beauty departs : 

Her Princes have loft therr Conrage, 
and are become like Harts 

{ That find no paſture any where 
and they are gone fainty 

Without frengeh before the face of 
the Purſuer they be. - 


7 Jernſalem minded in the 
days of her Aﬀiction, 

And of her Miſeries, all her 
plealant things that are gone, 
That the had in the dayes of old, 

when her People did fall 
*By che hand of the — 
and none help'd her at alt, 
The Adverſaries look on her, 
and at her Sabbaths mock'd , 


8 Jeruſalem ſin'd grievouſly, 


therefore ſhe is remov'sd : 
H 2 


* Dutch 
Tranfl, 


The Lamentations of 
All that did honour her before, 


hate her, and not regard ; 
Becauſe they ſaw her nakedneſs : '1 
ſhe fighs and turns backward. | 


9 Herfilthineſs is in her skirts, [$ 
ſhe her laſt end not minds; | 
Therefore ſhe+came down wonderfully, | / 
no comforter ſhe finds. 

O Lord behold my affliction, | 
for the proud enemy 

Againſt thee, and againſt me Lord | } 
himſelf doth magnihe. 

10 The adverſary hath ſpread out | £ 
his hand on all ſfrongly, 

Her pleaſant things for ſhe hath ſeen | I 
into the Sanctuary : 

The heathen entred whom thou did N 
command that there ſhould none, 

Of them at all enter into, 7 
thy Congregation. 

11 All her People do ſadly ſigh, | y 


they ſeek bread but 1» van, 
They gave their pleaſant things for meat, | 1 
to bring their ſouls again, 
See O Lord and conſider me, n 
for vile 1 yet remain, 


12 O 


Jeremiah 7 Meetey. 


12 Oh is it nothing unto you, 

| all ye that do paſleby ? 

| Behold and ſee if that there be 
any ſorrow like my 

| Sorrow, which 1s done unto me, 
wWherewith the Lord now hath 

| Aﬀiited me, in the day of 


his fierce anger, 4nd wrath, 


| 13 Fire from above, into my bones, 
| wn juſtice he hath ſence, 
And it prevaileth again(t chem 
by w wh my ſtrength i ſpert. 
For my feet he hath ſpread a net, 
he back hath turned me, 
Tea, he hath made me deſolate, 
| ardalthe day fainty. 


14 The yoke of my tranſgreſſions, 
1s bound by his own hand ; 

They are wreathed and are come up 
on my neck 4s a band. 

He hath made my ſtrength for to fail, 
the Lord delivered me ; 

Into their hands, from whom I now 
cannot rile or get free, 


Wm 


——— O—n—=Y 


15 The Lord hath trodden under foot 
all my men ozce mighty, 
H 3 And 


The Lamentations of 


And in the midſt of me he hath 
called an aflembly, 

Aganſt me to cruſh my young men : 
the Lord trod the Virgin 

The comely daughter of Judah 
In a Wine-prels for ſir, 


16 For theſe things do I weep, mine eye, 
mine eye pours Water down, 

Becauſe the Comforter that ſhould 
relieve my Soul, and own, 

Is far from me, and my children 
are deſolate, you ſee, 

Becauſe the Enemy hath ſo 


prevailed over me. 


17 Sad Zion ſpreadeth forth her hands, 
to comfort her there's none : 

The Lord commanded concerning 
Jacob, and his Zion, 

Tha: his Enemies ſhould ſurround 
him : yea Jeruſalem 

Is as a menſ{t1uous woman ow 
abiding among them. 


18 The Lordis wonderful righteous, 
for I rebelled have : 

Againſt his juſt commandment 

for all hu he can ſave. 


Jeremiah in Meetey. 


Hear I pray you all P2ople then 
and this my ſorrow ſee : 

My maids, and my young men are gone, 
into Captivi ty. . 


19 I called unto my Lovers, 
bur they deceived me, 
My Prieſts, and my Elders gave up 
the ghoſt in che City; (ſouls 
While they ſought their meat that their 
therewith reiiev'd might be. 


20 Bzhold O Lord for I am in 
grievous Ciltreſs and woe, 

My bowels are troubled mine heart 
is turn'd within me too. 

Becauſe Ihave moſt grievouſly 
rebelled rhu u come, 

Abroad the Sword bereaveth much, 
there 1s like Death at home. 


21 They my foes, have heard that I figh, 
there's none to comtort me, 

Yea all mine Enemies have heard, 
of ths my milery, 

They are glad that thou haſt done i it, 
thou yer the day wilt bring 

That thou haſt call'd, and they ſhall be, 
like unto me ſuffering 

H 4 22 Let 


The Lamentations of 


22 L2t all the'r wickedneſs, O Lord, 
in t19e come before thee : 

And do unto them according 
as thou haſt done to me; 

Becauſe of all my tranſgreſſions , 
committed againſt thee, 

For my hghs are many for ſins, 
and my heart is fainty. 


— —— 


CHAP, IE 


Ow hath the gloriow Lord cover'd 
the daughter of Zion, 

With a thick cloud in his anger, 

and from Heaven caſt down 
Unto the earth, (the loweſt ſtate) 

Iſraels whole beauty, 
And forgot his foot-ſtool in the 

day that he was angry ? 


2 The Lord hath ſwallowed up all the 
inhabitants, well knows, 
Of Jacob and hath not piti'd ; 
in his wrath he threw down 
The daughters of Judab's, ſtrong holds : 
he brought down to the ground, 


2 - ——<D <oo—__—_— — 


| 


He hath polluted the kingdom 
and her Princes oxce crownd, 


3 In his fierce anger he cut off 
Ifraels horn fully : 


He hath drawn back his right hand from 


before the enemy, 


| And he is grievosſly incen('d 


| 


| 


c__ rr yr —" =, - 


' In Zions daughters tent like fire 


againſt Jacob (with ire ) 


Whichround about, ſorely devour'd 


like to a flaming fire. 


4 He alſo bent his mghty bow, 


like as an enemy, 


He likewiſe ſtood with his right hand 


ev'n'as an adverſary. 


And ſlewAll things thatdid appear 


pleaſant unto the eye : 


he pour'd out his fury, 


5 The Lord was as an enemy, 
he Iſrael ſwallowed, 


! Andall her ſtately Pallaces 


he hath | vo deyoured, 


He hath deſtroyed his ſtrong holds, 


and hath increaſed in 


The daughters of Judah's mourning 


and ſorrow for ber fin, 


Jeremiah Meeter. 


6 And 


The Lamentations of 


6 And his Tabernacle away 
he did take violently, 

As a Garden he deſttoy'd his 
places of Aflembly : 

The Lord caus'd Sabbaths and ſolemn 
feaſts to ceaſe in Zion, 

He hath deſpis'd the King and Prieſt 
in his indignation, 


7 The Lord hath caſt off his Altar 
he loath'd his ſandtuary, 

Her pallace wals, he gave up to 
the hand of th' enemy, 

And they in the houſe of the Lord 
have lifred up a voice, 

As in the ſolemn feafting-days 
appointed to rejoyce, 


8 The Lord hath purpoſed alſo 
the wall to i 

Of the dear daughter of Zion 
he hath ftretch'd out a line : 

And he hath not withdrawn his hand 
from cruel deſtroying 

For he made rampart and walls mourn 
they joyn in languiſhing, 


9 Her gates are ſunk into the "—_ 
her Bars are ſpoil'd and built, 


'H 


Her 


_ — C- —» » O__—_ 
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| The Law 15 no more 0 be ſeen 
her Prophets alſo find 

No vihon nor Revelation 
from the Lord of hu mind. 


———— a 


Jeremiah in Meeter. 


Her King and ber Punces carried 
among the Gentiles cuiſt : 


10 The Elders of Z;ons daughther 


fit on the ground filent ; 


They have calt duſt upon their heads, 


in great aſtoniſhment ; 
They have girded themſelves alſo, 
with ſack-cloth they are found ; 


| The Virgins of Jeruſalem 


nr - - - we 


hang heir heads to the ground. 


ix Mine eyes do greatly fail with tears ; 


my bowels are troubled : 

My liver ( and my inward parts ) 
on the earth is poured : 

For the breach of the Daughter of 
my People un m/[*ry; 


For the babes, and ſucklings (woon in, 


the ſtreets of the City, 


12 They ſay to their Mothers, where is 
the Corn and Wine ? (we die) 
When they fivoon'd as the wounded in 
the ſtreets of the City, 


When 


The Lamentations of 


When their prec:ous ſoul was poured 
and ſurrendred again, 

Into their dear mothers boſom, 
but all this was m vain, 


13 What thing ſhall I «t this time taks 
to reſtifie for thee ? 

Or,what thing ſhall I parallel 
to thee 1n miſery, 

O daughter of Fernſalem ? 
what ſhall 1 (thinkapen J 

Equal to thee that I may give 
the conſolation ? 

O Virgin daughter of Zzon, 
for thy breach is very 

Great, like the ſea, who can heal thee ? 
of this thy muſery. 


14 Thy Prophets have beheld both vain 
and fooliſh things for thee, 

And they have nor diſcovered, 
thy great iniquity. 

To turn away thy ſore bondage, 
by bidding thee repent ; 

But ſaw for thee falſe burdens, and 
cauſes of baniſhment. 


15 All _ by,do ow at thee 
clap their 


ands fopether, 


They 


Jeremiah zn Meeter. 


They hiſs and wag their heads now at 
Ferwſalem's daughter. 
! Saying, is this the City that 
' mencall the perfection 


| Of beauty, the joy of the whole 
| earth? Is thu that Zion? 


| 16 All thine enemies have "__ 
their mouths wide againlt thee ; 


They hifle and gnaſh the teeth, they ſay, 


We have now ſwallowed her up qu 
' this is the day ſwrely 

That we look'd for,we it have found 
we have ſeen :r fully, 


| ( and that triumphantly ) 


e 


| 17 The Lord hath done what he deviſ'd, 


and he hath fulfilled 
His words, that in the daies of old, 
| himſelf had commanded : 
He threw down, and hath not piti'd, 
and cauſed thine Enemy to 
| Rejoyce o're thee,and he ſetup 
' the homof this thy foe, 
| 18 Their heart cried unto the Lord, 
| Owall of the Daughter 
|; Of Zion; day and night, let rears 
' rundown like a river, 


Give 


The Lamentations of 
Give thy ſelf, O Feruſalem, 
no relt nor quictneſs, 
Let not the apple of thine eyes 
ceaſe, whilſt thy foes oppreſſe. 


19 Ariſe and cry out in the night : 
in the firſt watch ( with grace ) 
Pour out thy heart like war now 
before Jehovah's face. 
O lifr up thy hands towards him, 
for the lite of thy ſweet 
Young children that for hunger faint, 
in cop of every (treer, 


20 Behold O Lord, and conſider 
to whom thou this haſt done : 

Shall the woman eat their own fruit, 
and babes of a ipan-long ? 

Shail che Prieſt and Prophet be lain 
in the Lords Sanctuary, 


21 The young and old lie on the ground 
in the [treers openly. 

My Virgins and my young Men are 
fallen by th' ſword ſadly : 

Thou ſlew'it them in thy angry day, 
thou kill't without putty, 


22 Thou cal't as in a ſolemn day 
my trerrours round about, 


Jeremiah in Meeter, 
Fo that in the day of the Lord's 
anger none-[ſcaped ( out ) 

Nor remained : Joſe that I have 

ſwadled and brought up, ſo, 

- {Mine Enemy hath conſumed, 

my ſin Range this woe, 


_— — 


CHAP. III, 


| | the man that affliction ſaw 
by the rod of his wrath: 
2 Into darkneſs but not to light, 
he led and brought me hath, 
3 Surely againſt me he is turnd, 
he turns his hand all day, 
l, My fleſh and skin hath he made old 
he brake my bones a/way. 
| 5 He built againſt me, and compaſs'd 
with gall and travel me, 
|6 He ſer me in dark places, as 
they that of old dead be. 
| 7 He hedgd me round, I cannot ſcape : 
he made my chain heavy, 
$ He alſo ſhuts out my prayer, 
| when doſhout and cry, 
| 9 With hew'n ſtones he incloCd my ways, 


my paths he made un-(traight : 
i9 Like 


_ The Lamentations of 

10 Like Bear or ion ſecretly, 
for me he lies in wait, 

11 And he hath tum'd afide my ways, 
and in pieces pull'd me : 

Yea he hath made me deſolate, 
great is my muſery. 

12 He bent his Bow, and ſet me as 
a mark for the Arrow : 

13 The Arrows of his Quiver he 
made through my reigns to go. 

14 I was a Scoffe and derifon, 
to all my own People, 

Alſo their ſong all the day long 
( this te my ſore trouble 

15 He hl'd me with bicterneſs, he 
made me drunk, with wormwood, 

16 He brake my teeth with gravel-ſtones, 
with aſhes he me clad. 

17 And thou haſt alſo removed 
my ſoul far oft from peace, 

And I forgat proſperity 
by this my bitterneſs. 

18 AndI ſaid my itrength and my hops 
from the Lord is quite gane : 

19 Minding the wormwooed and the gall 
in this my affliction, ; 

20 My ſoul doth till remember thera, 
and is humbled in me : "Mt 


/ 21 This 
/ 21 This 


Jeremiah Meter. 


21 This I recall to mind, therefore 
have I hope, Lord, in thee, 
22 It is of the Lord's mercies that 
we are not conſum'd quite, 
Becauſe his co —_ fail not, 
we live ſtill in ba 
23 They are renew po ry morning, + Faith 
great l thy + truth 1» them ; fuln ry K 
24 The Lord's my portion, Caith my ſoul, The bes. 
therefore 'ile hope in him. ma : 
25 The Lord is good unto them that hg- 


ale 
wait for him patiently nifies 
And good unto the ſoul that doth ſo Truth 
ſeek him effettually. 


26 It is good that a man ſhould both 
hope, axd Wait quiet] 
For th e ſalvation of the Lak 
which wnto bus is * mgh, * Pſal. 
27 Iris good for a man that he, $5.9. 
the yoak in his youth bear ; 
28 Hehits alone and hlence keeps, 
for on him he bar't there : 
29 He ys his mauth in the duſt, 
if perhaps hope may be; 


30 He gives his cheeks to fim that ſmices, 
61'd with reproach 15 he. 

31 Nevertheleſs the Lord will not, 
calt off for ever ſuch, 

32 But though he cauſe griet, yet will hg 
expreſs compathon much, 


Accord- 


According to the multitude 
of higmercies, oftex, 
33 For he afflits not willingly, 
nor grieves the ſons of men. 
34 Tociuſh under his feet all the 
poor priſoners of the world. 
5 Toturn afide mans right before 
the face of the high Lord, 
6 To ſubvert aman in his cauſe, 
the Lord doth not approve, 
Who ſaith, and it comes to paſs, when 
God wills it not above. 
37 Outof the mouth of the moſt High, 
oceeds not good and evil, 
Why doth the living man complain ? 
man's plagu'd for being finful. 
Let's ſearch,and try our ways and turn 
back to the Lord, quickly : 
4 Let's lift our hearts wich hands to God 
that's in the heavens hgh, 
42 We have tranſgreſſed and rebel'd, 
thou haſt not pardoned : 
43 Thou haſt cover'4 ms» with angex 
and us perſecuted } 
Tea, Febevah thou haſt us lain, 
and haſt not pirtied, 
44 Thou coveredlt thy (elf with a cloud, 
and = condition now, | 
ts ſuch that our prayers could not 
wato thee Lerd paſs throw. 


45 Thou 1 


Jeremiah in Meeter. 
45 Thou mad'lt us as the oft-ſcouring, 
and refuſe among men : wy” 

45 All our enemies againſt us, 
their mouths daily open. 

47 Fear and a ſnare is come on us 
diftreſſe,and deſtruQion: 

45 Therefore with rivers of water, 
mine eye f;# runneth down, 

For the daughter of my People , 
molt ſore deſtruction z 

49 Mine eye drops down and ceafeth not 
without intermutſhon, 

59 Till the Lord look down and behold; 
my caſe from heaven high, 

5x For & daughters all of my city 

. my heart's mov'd by mine- eye, 

52 Mine enemies chaied me tore 
like a bird cauſleſly, 

53 In th' dungeon tioy cut of my life 
and calt a ſtone on me. 

54 Waters flowed over mine head, 

then ſaid, I am gane, 

I call'd upon thy Name, O Lord, 


out of the low dungeon. ( eat 
56 Thou heardſt my voice, hide not thine 
at my breathing,my cry. 


57 Thoudreweſt near, bid' me not fear, 
that day I call'd on thee. 
58 My ſoul's cauſes,O Lord, thou plead 
thou didft my life redeem, 
: I 2 59 Judge 


The Lamentations of 


59 Judge thou my cauſe, O Lord, again, 
for thou my wrong haſt ſcen. 
60 Yea all their vengeance at all times 
thou perfettly didit tee ; 
And their imaginations all, 
. wrongfully againſt me. 
Gr Thou halt heard their reproach, O Lord, 
+ Sown all their thoughts 'gainſt me fill, 
the He- 62 The lips of thoſe ( my foes ) that roſe 
brew. againſt me, tomy ill. 
Allo their wngodly device 
againſt me all the day, 
. 63 Attheir down-fitting and riſing, 
159 Tamtheir f ſong alway. 
the He- 64 Rend th 
4 Render to them a recompence, 
brew. © Lord, according to 
2 ” 65 Their handy works, give them thy curſe 
Jo -” yea them Eearty ſorrow. 
9. Be 66 Perſecute and deſtroy them in 
ſame anger from under * thy 
*Th Glor:os heavens, who onely art 
- 7% the Lord God Almighty. 


” _ or ee ro Io mu ne 


CHAT 
So heb Ow is the gold now become dim ! 
— f How's the moR fine gold chang'd ! 
ſandti ; In +th'head of ev'ryſtreet the ſtones 
")- Ofth' * SanRuary out ate pour'd. 


2 The 


| 


Jeremiah in Meeter. 


2 The precious ſons of Zo like 
to fine gold, how are they ? 
EReem'd as works of Portets hands, 
the pitchers made with clay! | 
3 Yea the f Dragons draw out the breaſt, + Heb 

they give ſuck ro their young. F 
My Peoples daughters like fierce * owles 
of delarts is become. * Ma 
4The fucking child's tongue cleaves to the &* 
roof of his mouth for drought : 
The * babes ask bread, and no man doth * 59 1a, 
oreak it to them, thowgh ſought, 3. 4+ 
5 They that delicately did feed, 
in the ſtreets are des'late : 
They that in ſcarlet were brought up, E 
devel embrace of /ate, 
6/For the puniſhment of the ( ſin, 


/ and of th* ) inquiry 


Of the daughter of my People, 
1s greater z» degree : 
Then the puniſhment of the fin 
of Sadoms, that's orethrown 
As in a moment, and no hand 
Raid on ber ( falng down.) 
7 Her Naz'rius were purer than ſnow, 
than milk they were whiter : 
Their bodies ruddier than rubies 


their + decking of Saphir. ROY 
$' Their viſage blacker is than cole : mk oli 
not knowa in th' ſtreets of ſome, & 


I 3 Their 


So 
Heb 
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Their withered skin cleaves to their bones 
like a ſtick it's become. 

9 The lain with the tword, are better 
than thoſe by hunger kill'd: (want 

For theſe flow out, ſtruck through + with 
of the fruits of the held. 

10 The pitriful womens «wn hands 
ſod their own children dear, 

They were their meat in the ſlaughter 
of my Peoples daughter. 

11 The Lord accompliſh'd his fury, 
his fherce wrath out he pour'd, 

He kindled fire in Z:on, and 
her foundations devour'd. 

12 The kings of the earth, and all the 
inhabitanis below, 

Would no have believed that the 
adverſary, or foe ; 

And chat the cr#e/ enemy, 
ſhould { prevail over them) 

Have forcibly entred into, 
the gates of Jeruſ"lem. 

13 For the fins of her Prophets, and 
her Prieſts iniquitiesg —. 

That have ſhed the þlood of the juſt 
in midd'(t of her i the, 


+ Heb. 14Theytmov'd as blind men in the ireets 


the ſame 


they have pollured, much, 
Themlelves with blood, (o that men could 
not once their gauments touch, 


15 They 


. Jeremiahin Meeter; 23 
15 They cry'd unto them, depart ye; 
for it 18 polluted 
Depart ye,depart ye, touch not 
when away they had fled, 
And wandred : they ſaid among 
the heathen every where ; 
They ſhall no longer inhabit 
nor ſorourn with wa here. 
16 The Lord's anger divided them, 
_ them no —_ — 
The Prieſts perſons they did not + prize, + fave 
nor th' Elders highty deem. ments i 
17 As for us, ourcyes as yet fail'd, 
for our vain help we have 
Wartch'd in watching, for a Nation 
(which yet) could us not ſave. oO 
138 They hunt'eur that we cannot 
g0 in our ſtreets ſafely ; 
Our end is near, our days fulfil'd, 
for our end's come quickly, 
x19 Our __—s {wifter are 
than th' Eagles of Heaven, 
They purſu'd and laid wait for us, 
on hills in deſart then, 
20 The breath of our noſtrils # gone, 
which refreſh'd our ſpirits; + Heb 
The annointed of + Jehovah, - 
was taken in their pits. 
Of whom we ſaid, _ ſurely bop'd, 
that under his ſhadew ; 
I 4 Among 


The Lamentations of 

Among the heathen we ſhall live, 
which hope is vaniſh'd now, 

21 Reyoyce and be exceeding glad, 
O daughter of Edoms : 

That dwelleſt in the land of VUz, 
the cup alſo ſhall come, ; 

And likewiſe paſs through unto thee, 
and thou drunken ſhalt be, 

And make thy ſelf naked, becauſe 
of thine imquity, 

22 The puniſhment accompliſh'd is 
of thine iniquity, 

O thou ſad daughter of Zion, 
he will no more carry 

Thee away to captivity ; 


VS thy fins he will vifr, 
O daughter of Edow, he wi 
thy tins diſcover yer. 
CHAT. Vo 


t Heb. 'Q, Lord, + mind what is come on us, 
ſignifies think on and ſee our ſhame, 
rore- 2 Ourportionis tum'd to ſtrangers 
member our houſes aliants claim, 
or mind. 3 We are orphans,and fatherleſs, 
' our mothers as Widdows, 
4 We drank our water for money, 
our wood is ſold to us, 


5 Our 


Jeremiah im Meeter. 


5 Our necks are under grievors 
| and ſore Perſecution : 

Whe labour and we have no reſt 
| our ſtate Lord think wpon. 
| 6 We have through mant given the hand 
A... the E gyptians, 
| And to be fatisfi'd with bread 

to the Aſſyrians. 

7 Our fathers tin'd and they are nor, : 
| and their fins born have we, f Iniqui- 
$ Servants rul'd or'e us : ther's none that t2es. 

from their hand doth us free, 
9 We gar our bread with the peril 
of our lives, and noleſs, 
Becauſe of the devewring ſword 
of the dry wilderneſs. 
109 Our skin was black like an oven, 
E through ſore famine hkew!ſe, 

{ xx They raviſh'd th' women in Zion, 

| and maids in Judab's Cities. 
12 Princes, once wl, are now 

{ by their hand "I : 

| The faces of our grave Elders 

! were no whit honoured. 
x3 They took the beawt1fu! young men 
to grind, to make them food, 

And the children, through their weakneſs 
di&fall under the wood. 

14 The Elders have ceaſ'd from the gates, + >, 
the youths from their F playing, fick. 

15 The 


The Lamentations of 


15 The joy of our heart is now ceaſ'd, 
our dance turn'd ro mourning. 
16 The Crown is fallet) from our heads, 
wo to us we did fin. 
17 For this ovr heart is faint, for theſe 
things our eyes now are Cim. | 
18 Becauſe the mountain of Zi, | 
» Which is new delolare : 
The cunmue foxes it 
do boldly walk of los 
»» Thou O Lord for ever,remain'ſt $ 
like to thee there ts none, 
Thy throne trom generation 
to generation. | 
£ 


20 Wherefore doſt thou forget us Lord, 
. and that for evermore, 
+ 5» Andus forſake f for length of days, 
Heb, & #h14 makgs onr ſuffering ſore. 
iathe 27 Tum thou us unto thee, O 
Margin and we ſhall be turned : 4 
Renew our days as thow of old | 
did'ſt,and baſt promiſed. 
22 But thou, O Lerd halt utterly, = 
( we fear ) rejected us. | 
Againft us thou art very wroth, | 
yet juſtly thow deal'ft x be 
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A true CHRISTIANS 


PILGRIMAGE 
| AFFLICTEDSTATE: 


gr yes Pathetically and Myſtically, a Saints 
Night and Day, or Sorrow and Joy ; CMoſt of 
it being A Vion ſeen in Aﬀiction, ard pro- 


| fitable for Edification and Conlolation, 
£ 


A i Y 


The flying Sun, the fading Shaddow, 
The diſmal Night, the welcom Morrow, 


Glorious Sx that run'ſt with joy thy race ! 
And daily ſhewſt the world thy od ly face, 
1 Shine forth upon my Dyal (tho bur clay ) 
{ That 1 may rightly know the ume of Day. 
{ I thought it Was icarce Noor, but now I ſee, 
| The ſhadows of the Evening covering me. 
' Alas! whete have I been, what have I done ? 
| Had I my back all this while on the Sun? 
Or did I ſeep, or dream that all my year, 
"A' Summer without Winter would appear ? 


os 4 Onifidr Pilgrimage. 
Alas! my + #arch, Alarm and my Clock, 
I org Dove, my Sentinel, and Cock,, 
| all at once, until that audibly 
| « Oneſaid, the King and all his Tram paſt by. 
{+ & Thenftartling out of ſlumber I look'd out, 
Þ And ſaw his whirling Char:ory fly about. 
pa thought I then ! I muſt lurk in the ſhade, 
», - Until the Worlds great hight doth Retrograde. 
V * Where am 1 now ? on what grounddo I ſtand > 


| -- I cannot ſee my right, from my lefr hand. 
- I thisa Hill, or Plan? is't Laxd, or Water ? 
| 


I. J Oh! whither ſhall 1 Rep, or flee for ſhelter > V% 
”” 1am ſoondoiedandquire at a lofs, 
Already turn'd into my fuft (bees, 
Is there no hope of Light > Oh I ſee none! 
* Where are the | a] Pleiades and Orion? 
Are all God's ſparkling |] Diamonds divine © 
So clad with clouds that none of them do ſhine ? 
I ſee not one about this Canopy, J 
Sad ſow! how faſt comes on thy wuſery ! N 
* But where art thou fair | c ) Moen, wilt thou appear? 
F. * O[d| hearb of Grace, lo here, bur ne'r the neat. 0 
«., , Where 1s thy light, O help if ever now, » 
"> Ah1 cannot ! forthe * earths thick ſhadow- {\* 
Hath interpoſed ſo between me, and thee, A 
_, Tameclip\'d, look for no light from me. ] | 
| 


| + Thoſe fox Words fignifie the Conſeience. [4 Angels. 
|. (9) Srpre [ef Church, 14) True ( brifſas... 
us the cauſe of the Moons Eclipſe, © 


"X a, 
v0 narwes Tha 'P. 4 , i 
bo xa wb p IS « 
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| OR THE we 
Bird in the Cage, 
CHFRPING 


Four diſtin Notes to his Conſorts abroad. 


| I Of Confideration, Counſel, and Conſolation» | 
11. Some Experiences and Obſervations gathered in Aﬀi- 
| _Qion, and fuft intended only for private ule. 
1 IIL The Lamergations of Jeremiah, in the ordinary met - 


fore of finging Plalms. 
JIV.A ella Spiritual Pilgrimage, ſetting forth his 


|| afflied and con(olatory ſtate in another Metre, 

And as a Preface hereto, an Epiſtle to the Welſh 
| Churches, ny brief Rape of _ one 
| ropagation, late Reftrithion of the Goſpel, 

and ju true Preachers and Profeſſors thereof) | 
' in WALES. And a ſhort V'»dication of the 
| Author and others, from the Calumniation of 
, their Adveſaries concerning the ſame. 


By VAV A. POWELL. & 


lob 29. 16. The dayes of Afi ion have tahen bold on me- 
lon.2.2-1 cryed out of my jo rapoate-ry mae beard me. 
Deut.33-15- As thy dayes, gth be. "_s 
ler- 40. 34+ Their Redeemer is ffrongs the Lord of Hoſti is biz 
\ Name, be ſhal! throughlygfead their Cauſe- 


| — 


. | London Printed, for L. C.atthe next hop to Papes, 
| bead Alley; on the Welt-fide in Corybil, 1661, _ 


' 


: 


__—— 


, Þ. A Servanc of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and your Brother ; 


o the Churches of God, and ſcat- 
tered Saints throughout all ales, 


IRACE, Mercy, Peace, 
"x" and Patience be unto you 


elus Chriſt the 


VIOKT, ; 
Beloved Brethren ,. 1 love dearly, 
emember dayly, long for greatly, pray for 
arneſily, " waie 4 a 4 +; hw 
—_ write with my pureſt blood, and ds 
nd theſe lines from my very inwardeſt bow- 
ls ; (my eyes evenat the writing hereof , 
ing forth teares for you as Got knowes ) 
ry out of endeare offizen, but chiefly out 
uf tender conſideration, «nd compaſſion of your 
 $-# and preſent ſufferings (eſpecially ſome of 
mo ) of which 1 am a harer and with whens 
yea {Or whoſe ſakgs in part) 1 now ſuſfer,and 
AR an 


' Neh. 6. 6. will in due time diſcover. 


\| _ —— 


| bellion throw yygre to my felf, but all to God : Who J 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
am ready if God count and make me worthy , 
and able, to lay down my life for ſo deſeromy 
4 Lord as ours is, and for ſo'dear a People 
4s yot are , to whom alſo I am a debtor though 
at preſem diſabled to pay that Pittance lent 

Pſ. 3. 8. me for your ſakes : yet many of you ( and the 

warg. Lord himſelf ) do bear me witneſs that I was 

That I ſwore wnwilling to be a lothful ſervant, or to hide 

the members my Talent in « Napkin , whilft I enjoyed}uo 

of my Chur. my liberty , but to exerciſe it among you, la-You 
againſt all bouring day and mght , 1 perils often , and 
oy rates, many waies : meeting, and encountring with 

& Miniſters 9-29: difficulties ,but moſt of al with ſelt-dif 

and went couragements ard weakeneſles,ſome where 

preaching ſe- of -were knowy to my Obſervers, (_ as David$; 
dition & Ye- calls his enennies) many to you my friends 


two Coun” made uſe of me ( a nothing Creature ) 1*$ 
ries, whereas his hand among better and worthyer Inftru 
I waa fri- ments,to call, gather,& edify you, at which 
foner above 2 work, I would have ſtill been, had not ſane 
wonths be- our own Conntry-men laid hands unjuſt! 
fore. This 1s me, & alſo informed againſt me falſiyp(« 
like the Ac- well know whether out of hatred to the trut 
euſation 4- 1 preached and profeſſed : or that they mig) 
gainſt Nehe- offer. me as a Peace-offering to the Princ 
wiah & Paul they know for what, and 1 could tell ) 


Alt,24.4) Nevertheleſfſe 1 deſire to putty them, pr 
F, 13+ for them, and willingly to pardon the wron ot”) 
|; - th 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
they Wave done to me , _ I cannot 
ay 1 ans ſo tranſported with affection , and 
4 —_— ok my ſelf accurſed from Row. 9.223. | 
hriſt for their ſakes. Tet / am perſwaded 
I could be comented with Jonas to be caſt into 
Brhbe Sea, for the pacifying of Gods wrath to- 
wards them, or their fury towards you. 
But my faithful Fellow-travellers, /et xs 
not be troubled that the winde now blowes in 
oxr (aces, or that like Lazarus we receive 


our evil things in this world ; knowing that L#.16. 15, 


Pthere is no Hell to the Saints, but what they 


have 1» this preſent life ; and that to live pex- 
ſecuted , and to die ſainted are commonly 


poltle exxharted.; Fear none of thole ; T bef.. 3.3. 
ef things which you ſhall ſuffer, Neither be Heb.10, 32, | 


moved by theſe aſflitions,or count them xz per, 4.12, | 
ſtrange, for ſome of you, when you were firſt 
Filluminared, endured afflitions;and others 

you who art Summer-converts, were told 

that you ſuffer, it being the high-way 

and ſhortelt cxr to Heaven. Conſider then, 

if all your way be fait and (mooth what 

ml cauſe you have to Bueſtion it , and if any of 

you have the favauy , and friendſhip of the 

id , let ſuch a one ſuſpett himſelf to be 

one of it, for the world will love only it's Jo, x5, rg, 
own. ' A day of cloſe diſcovery and through 

tryal 4s come, or commy upon w, and 1 
leaves 


1 inſeparable; and therefore as OHY Lord and his Rev. =. 6 | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
— profeſſion —_ /poct! 
Cy n0 longer; you know the Rony or 
—_— _ ground ou not diſcovered wntill the time of 
25, 8.9, mptation, nor the fooliſh Virgins di 
R_— © no very coming of Chit _ 7 
was neither ſuſpetied ( nor did ar ally * 
doubt bumſelf ey med ry of ba} £0 
death, Copper-coin may tie in the bag 
with gold and filver,but when it comes to theſf 
Touch-fone it is found reprobate; and wh 
comy, ( as ſome ſay) will bear ſix fires , ac 
not the ſevemh: The words therefore « f co 
Luk, 2x. 8, Chrift, Take heed that ye be not deceived 
Heb.4. x, #4 of the Apoſtle , Take heed lealt any 
you leem to come ſhort of the promuſe ;$/s 
are very ſeaſonable. And. never nare 
then now of Self-ſuſpition , Self-exami- 
nation, and ſelf-ſearching, whether we be 
in the Faith, ind Chiifh bein vs, yea, or} 
no? M#hat we build upon, end whether welf®® 
can (tand before the Son of Man + hic ap. Ct 
caring : Sincenty alwaies ſurpaſſed gifts, 
,- W; Gouriſhes of Retigion uw the fight 
of God , and that mill be of greatef r 
among good Mn henceforth ; for the drofle 
| ws © taken away , tomake a veflel for} 
' Pre.25, 4. the Refiner ; andit's to be feared when the 
E.-4 Churches are ſearched, they will be ſound likg 
Sardis, to have buta few names , that 
keep their garments undefiled , _ 
thoſe 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
thoſe that came in as ſelf-ſerkgrs , will ſteal 
ont 4h to ſave themſelves: which, 1s 
al +ndeed the only way to loſe themſelves; yet 
the foundation of God (tanderth ſure , and Mat.1o, 39 
na member thaugh never ſo mean or il-formed, 2 Tim,2.19 
if ie be of, and 11 the body,axd really nnuted Pro,10, 25, 
Ml to the Head, ſhall be cut off ; but all that are Eſa, 4. $5. 
living ones (hall continue in the build- Pſa, 33.11, 
« S-- upon the whole glory ( 5. e. the Heb, 7. 24+ 
whole (hurch , 2 Cor. $. 23. ) ſhall be a Pſa, $9.28. 
defence; therefore be comforied, that th: £ſa,y4. 10. 
© counſel of God, the Prieſthagd of Chriſt, Jer, 32.40. 
:Fand the Covenant of peace are unchange- and 33. 20, 
able, and abide for ever ; which # the 25, 
ure fountdation of eviry true Chriſtians con- 
dence , and comfort, Be pot ſlothful mn 
proving your kaowledge of, faith in , love to- 
wards, walking atcer , aud, ſuffering for 
Chriſt : For the viſible ard ſeeming «iffe- 
rences, are hittle and [mal between - - nght 
Chriſtian,aud the Mypocrite therein, But 11 
che Anointing, Spirit, Vertue, Power, and 
Life withinwhich likg the oy! in the Lamp, 
teds the wich of profeſſion, | | | 
I beſeech — # 4 the Lord, ( «4 dear = 6, 2, 
brethren) that you be not moved from the Do- Jo. v.9, 
trin,which was delvuered to you; which 1sthe T- w—_— 
a2 with.the Doftrine of the Apoſtles, called © __ 6, 
2s Doarine of Chriſt, good Doctrine, T: nga 
aud ſorad Doctrine, 1s oppoſition to theſe,  ** "9 ond 
A 4 are ** ? 


' 119.19, 16 unwritten verities, ( as they call them) a 


\. 8-11, with hich ts yet worſe, one woman, put her Bi 


—— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
1 Tim, 4.1. #7: the Dotrines of Devils, a»d the D© 
Mar. 7. 7. &rines of men, which ether direitly den 
Col. 2, 2x, Chriſt, or much derogate from him, who 
Heb. 13.9. the perfeit Law-giver. And that Satat 
T Jo, v, 10, 4nd his Inſtruments may the better int 
Rey. 2. 14, duce therr own Doarines : they make 
15,24. F#herr deſign and indeavour to batter i 
the Scriptures ( for their Dagon,cannat ſta 
_ to before Gods Ark.) As the Jewes make 
wt.6, 6.to death for any of their Religion, to read ani 
the 10,Folh, keep the New-Teſtament. The Lapis =" | 
1.8, & Pſ. make it an Article of their Creed , t 


105 .Joh. 5. the Canons, and Traditions of their Church 
39. Al.17. are of equal authority with the Scriptures ;8 
11,4nd18, hold that they ſhauld not be vt 9+ Int 
24.Ro,15.4 vulgar Languages, nor the Common-people | 
2 Tim.z.16 permited tovead them fF. Alſothe a—_ 
17, Col. 3. generally deny , the Seripture to be th 
16,17,Rev, Ward of God ,* or @ Rule ; offrming th 
33. &% 22,15 m0 other Rule , Way, or Means, &c. 46 
10, 4 that which 1 manfeſt in men. And one of t 
+ which are {carned'ſt of thew,d:ſdainfally calls the Scri 
fa called; Ste Frres brokgn Cilterns, your Scripture, n. 
and compare Word, & your Letter : T and ſome upon th | 
Mat. 15. 6, 4cconnt,call it the great Idol : others af 
with Mar. 'Þ* writings of their Teachers, to be of equ 
7.13.8 Lu. tnſpiration and Authority with it ; and th 


Mat.13. 37 ble wider her fort , another Burnt it ; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


yet theſe two were great Quakers,bat now art & Ro.10.8, | 
emp urned Singers, | they concieve a. wthDen. 30 
them. But beloved you ave better taught, 145cealſo Jo 
F [ hope will ſtill retain your love of dili gence 10,35, Att, 
nd delight in,and zeal for this word of God : ++3* $12, 
ud eſpecially to walk, more according toit, 49.13.44 
then thoſe that pretend to experience alike po- 46.8 19,20 
" er with a 1-4 7097 key aha 6 Eph. 6,17, 
e uher the Prophet s,or Apoſtles ever did. I] am Tim, 4+. F 
wgfearful and jealous, that this attempt, of ta- H.S. in his 
/e #7 away the authority of the Scriptares gill book called 
mt akeing away the very Bibles from us. ! be Everl. 

1H T herefore I exhort ymagan in the words of Rule.pa.2g. 
chFChrift a»d Paul ; Search the Scriptures} S.F.In his 
-8Jand give attendance toReading, &be ſted- #99 c4/'d 
mAlfalt in thoſe truths , which you have been Kft. adeA- 
taught , ( from them, by the ſervants of cad.pa.11y. 
he Lord ; ſome wheresf are now glotifyed, 116, 117. 
»d others through grace ready to ſeal it Theſ: e 3 laft 
vith their blood ) Concerning Godand his 1nſtances I& 
Atributes, Chriſt, and hi Offices, the-Ho- drvers others 
ly Spirit, and it's manifeſtations , the de> heard 
rees of God before times, the two Cove- from the 
nants ( viz. the Law and the Goſpel ) the Parties owne 
havvreched Rate of all men by Nature , and 99th-. 

put of Chriſt; the freeneſs of Gods grace, J#Þ.5 39- 
«ain oppoſition to mans free-will : The Do- 3 T1m.4.13 
Fcrine of Juſtification, by the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, apprehended, and 

acceived by Faith, Sandibeation ( diſtin&t 
from 


," / 


rr 
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fror uſtification ) wrought by the Spirrt ir 
us. Perſeverance, Aſſurance , and growtt 
in Grace by vertwe of our union with Chri 
and his ſpiritual in dwelling and _ 12 
inus. Living godlily, Righteoully , and 
Soberly in this preſent World : Denying 
our ſelves , following Chriſt , ſhunningr 
fin, reſiſting Satan , . ſeparating from the 
world in matters of Gods worthip : not 
medling with, nor mingling the Traditi. 
ons of men with Gods truth: Joyning your 
ſelves to, and continuing in the fellow. 
ſhip of Saints ; and uſing carefully and 
conſcienciouſly all the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, as Preaching, Hearing , and ex-ſj 
pounding Scriptures, keeping up publick, 
family, and private prayers, Propneſying, 
and finging of Pſalms, Hymnes,and ſpiri-r 
al Songs in the Churches, Repetition off 
Sermons, Obſerving the Sabbath , Bap- 
tiſm,and the Supper of the Lord; and up- 
on occaſion, dayes of ſolemn faſting , or 
Rejoycing , viſiting one another, -efp 

cially the rempted,and the fick, relieving 

the poor ; and in caſe of ſcandal and here- 
fie, to. deal with offending members, by Ad- 
monition, Sufpention,or Excommunicati- 
on, according to the Nature of the Of- 
fence , and carriage of the Offender; do- 
ng all your duties to Magviltcates, Malters , 


Parents, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
infiParents, Husbands, Brethren , Nei 
thilbours and Enemies ; according to rhe bleſ- 
commend of Jeſus Chriſt : Withall ex- 
ting tbe deltruction of Antichriſt, the 
adReſtauration of the Fewes, the Coming , 
Kingdom, and Raign of Chriſt ; & Rill re- 
ngFmembring your latter end, the immorta- 
hellicy of your precious Souls , believing the 
otFReſurreRion of the Body , the Judking 
i-Yof all, and the Salvation of the Righte- 
urYous. 
-N- Finely, my Brethren, the bour of temopta- 
1d Wocon being come wpon #4, let us redecyn time, 
of be watchful and ſober , keeping our 
x-Mlights burning, our Lamps ſhining, our 
c,MLoyns girded,our conſciences awakned, & 
7, (our garments uplizined, Let us fear God 
-Ymore than men, Sin more than ſuffering , 
ſelf more then others, living baſely more 
Fran dying Chriftianly and Nobly, Let 
s wiſely conſider Gods works, and won- py G4 
 (thowgh others ſhowld flight them ) and Eſa 5. wer 
maintain Gods wayes and cauſe, though * *** 
hey be deſpiſed by molt z and let us not 
amally comply ww, nor ſuperſtitiouſly 
onfoxm to the world, to ſave our eſtates, 
Liberties orLives:Nor yet forſake the al- 
embling of your ſelves together, but edi- 
e, confirm and comfort one another; En- 
owaging the weak, helping to __ 
| thoſe 


"thoſe that are faln , and to eſtabliſh thoſe 


. neſtly, that neither / nor you may ſuffer fe 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


that yet (tand:Doing your duties comma 
ded by God, what ever danger may come 
thereby : Keeping your ſelves fronterror 
and every evil thing, by the holy ſpirit ir 
you : And ( asour Saviour commands, Je 
14.1, be not troubled ) praying alſo ear 


fin, or ſfinin ſuffering, nor be ſenſleſs 
under preſent,or faint under future tryals, 
Let us cry and pray mightily to the Lord 
that we may eſcape the evils that are com 
mg upon the world,and to ſtand before the 
Son of Man at his appearing. To that King 
of Kings be honour, power, dominion, 
praiſe, and glory,now and for ever, Amen, 
My dear friends, If the publiſhing of thi 
woſfencrvely intended little Book, by well 
ill ; Know my love to you chiefly was the 
tive to it : and that of all other things, if G 
did pleaſe, I would chooſe to be doing the w 
to which I was called you,rather 
any where,or any thing elſe; though I were ti 
be fed with bread & water and to carry 
chains & bonds with me. And I ſhould" not 
connt my life dear to me , ſo that I mit 
have the liberty to Preach Chriſt, for 
the Salvation of '-my dear Country-men, 
and for your further edification ; if not" 
the will of the Lord be done concerning me ofl®" 
| 
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| bis work by whom elſe he pleaſeth. I am 
ſwaded he will takes care of you, and the Eſa,6s.1 
eſt of his Flocks: and therefore to him again le J. 30, 
ors commit you, who bath promiſed to be your El, FIR 
;nþ0d and guide until, yea, will be in and after [4.45 27. 

ath your ſalvation, The grace of our 

Lord Teſus Chriſt be with you all Amen, 


brief Narrative of the former Propa- 

gation , and late Reſtriftion of the 
Goſpel (and the godly Preachers and 
Profeſſors thereof, m Wales. 


| CR : Top mm en- 
viouſly an xeported, and others 
redired ( nay 4 fn ge believe and 
Fficrme ) that my ſelf and ſome others 
nſtead of propagating the Goſpel , have 
xtirpated it,and the Preachers thereof in 
ales, and converted all the profits of the 
iths to our own uſes. Theſe are bnieflyto 
ertify the very truth thereof;as allo ſome 
Mof the late and preſent ſufferings,and ſtate 
pf the congregated Churches, their T each- 
7, and others there. In the year 1641. 

: there-abouts, it was humbly and truly 

. preſented 
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_ in a Pejitwon , (by many credit 


le perſons) to the then King and Parli 
went ; that there were not upon ſtrict I 
quiry, ſo many conſcientious and conſt 
Preachers , as there were of Commes | 
Wales, and thoſe 'too either ed 


much perſecuted. The Profeflors of Refje) 


ligion alſo, exceeding Rare and Few, ur 
lefle in ſome corners of 2 or 3 Conntie 
about which time, was the firſt, if not the 
only gathered Church in all the Country 
Bur the late War coming ſuddenly on 


there could be then no Redreſle obtainedYth 


but on the contrary molt(if not all)of thoſe 
Preachers with the Profeſſors, were forced 
through-the violence of their Perſecutor 
to leave their Habitations and Country 
and divers of them having tacir Goods arit 
Cartle ſeized upon by their adverſaries, 
their Wives and Children were neceflita, 
ted to live in d:ſtreſſe, and dexger, till the 
War was ende , —_ Conntry ſetled 
again in peace ; by which, Incouragement 
Was —_—_ the baniſhed to come back, 
and thoſe few Labowrers that were turn'd 
out of the/i»yerdto return againzwhich be, 
ing done, &God bleſſing their labors with 
ſucceſle in the converſion of many Souls; 
it gave hopes,that there was a further bleſ- 
ling 1a the Claſter , ani! irc [fraping ſpec 
on 
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Son thoſe mountains to be brought home to 
Cbrifts fold;yet the idle and ſelf-feeding ſhep- 
,id as much as in them lay to hinder 
, till many of them(by vertue of an At of 
arlament, paſied ingFeb. 1699. as their 
Brethren before in Enfland)had been juſtly 
ejected for Ignorance, Scandal, &c. and up- 
on evident proofs againſt them ; yet not all 
( as falſly was reported) for in the C ownty Mount gom. 


Eze. 34. IO, 


heSwhere I lived, there were 11 or 12 never 


ejected ; ſo in all other {onntries, ſome 
more , ſome lefſe : nor any that / know 


dYthat were rightly inducted before, & that 


had the qualifications of true Miniſters in 
Withem,ſuch was the renderneſs&care of moſt 
or all the Commyſſioners(who were divers of 
them Engliſh-men, and the reſt of beſt re- 
puration tor Piety and integrity.in the ſe- 
veral Counties ) that they did this work 
4115, 1CCeiving no alloweice at all, no 
not towards their own charges ; & indeed 
there was none granted them by fe AZ. 
But the great Cry was, that the Country was As Malefe- 
left without. Preaching , that the Church- Hors make 4- 
G5 were ſhut,the Sabbaths prophaned, & fe ther 


on 


generally the People were turning Papiſts , Judges 


and Heathens,for want of the word ofGod; Jury, that 
and that all the profits of the 7ythes were they are 
put upin the Commiſſioners and other pri- wronged. 
ware mens pockets, For me to wipe - 
a 


CR 


. A brief Narration 
all theſe Aſperſions , much lefle to remoye 
the credit of them , ſunck ſo deep into the 
hearts of Prejudicated perſons, were but like 
Michajah, to-give my fingle Teſtimony a 
gainſt many;hundreds oftheClergythat have 
ipoke the contrary, But Reader if thou art 
not reſolved againlt truth, / (hal offer th 
In aBook cal- na few words, enough to ſatisfy thee of th 
led Examen falihood of this whole ( harge ; the whic 
& Purga- hath been already ſufficiently done diversF! 
goe,as wel by theTeſtimony of ma- 


tunes ( to pleaſe their old Pariſhonetrs , 
ſome of which would hear none elſe ) 
preach ; there was not any lawful mean 


unatenpted to gain godlyPreachers for ſup- {11 


ply there,as going ſeveral times, & ſending 
divers letters to the Kniverſities & London, 
which were the likelieſt places to afford 
helps,& divers were obtaind by that means 
though not ſo many as we withed : partly 
becauſe that at the ſame time,there was 
the like A for ſeveral Northera Engliſh 
Counties ; but eſpecially becauie they Wan- 
ted the Welſh.tongue;yet theLord that gave 
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She word, did alſo raiſe up more men to 
Sreach it, than he was pleaſed to ſen dour 
thiit,to allJ»dea,nay, to all the world;v1, 
2 Apoſtles, & 70 Diſciples; in one Ch.wiz, 
n the County where 1 lived, were at leaſt 
6preachers at once, whereof 10 Knwverſfs- 
1-men , ſome of the meaneſt of which 
fince turned eApoſtates ) are approved 
Sy the Bikops,and ſerled in Pariſhes; &for 
e profits of the Tyths, which before wene 
holly to the "lergy, they were afterwards 
wided ( according to the Act) fix wares ; 
) ne part to the/ejeRted Miniſters ; Ano- 
er part to other Miniſters ſecled , and I- 
nerant; A third to maintain Free-{chools 
whereot ſome of the ejected Miniſters , 
d their Sons, were School-maſters ) ſer 
p1n all (or few excepted)Market Towns, 
d in other convenient places, and in 
m2 of them two School-maſters: A fourth 
tothe ejected Miniſters widdowes , 
ad children : A fift, to ſuch officers as 
d attend that work ( as Treaſurers, Sols- 
ers, Sequeſtrators, &c. ) La#tly, (ome al- 
ance was granted to the widdowes of 
nilers deceaſed, Theſe things Conh- 
red, and the low rates at which the 
ths were Let and Set at, in divers Coun- 
, (becauſe ſome would not pay,others 
puld not rake them to Farme , aud the 
Coun= 


Mount £om- 
ry ſhire, 
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Country poor, and worſe ſtock'd , ſo ſoon 
afier the W.1s, ) Will evince, ihere could 


{ 
not b- much ipare , eſpcially conſidering, 
that the ASt laited but for three years; 
v1&, till tfcy three, and what was don 
fince,let them account who medled there , 
in,and acted under O, C, which 1 an! ma r 
ny more of my brethren did not , nor tool | 
any Salary at all , nor any other Mainte * 
nance Whatſoever fince ; withall,what w I 
ſetled upon me,( together with ſome othe c 
Preachers ) was by the Commuttee fi K 
Plundered Miniſters long before that. Ani 
let me deal freely, and truely with all t J 
world in this particular, / never recei FX 
ved by Salary ; and all other waies as 
for my Preaching in Wales, from Chrillly _ 


ans, and from the States putting all toge 6, 
ther, fince the beginning ( which 1s a}. 
bove twenty years ) but between ſix & | 
ven hundred pounds at molt ; and I cal | 
with much clearnefle , confidence, ar 
comiorr,call God the ſearcher of all h2a 


to witneſs, and / docall bimzto record e 
my Soul , that to my knowledge and n 
me:mbrance, I had not any thing, dire _.. 
ly nor indirectly , but what was orderg 
me ; nor have 4, nor any other for me & 
( / expreſle ir without any Colluſion 


Reſervation )ſo much as a Pound 01S hilly -, 
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of any money from any rxhs or otherwiſe 
in my hands,belonging to the Publick;& I 
2 humbly challenge & bid defiance to exvy -t 
ſelf , to prove the contrary, and 1 dehire to 


1 ou ng 
J be called to an account, 1t 1 be ſuſpected , 
: for I will maintain my innocency herein tilt 1 
q die . And yet my Accuſers , have ſome by 
of ng, ( who were aſhamed to put their 


names thereto ) and ethers by word, pub- 
liſhed, That I had many thoutand pounds 
2 of the Tyth-mony ; nay had purchaſed of 
Kings-Rents and Lands, ſome thoulands 
yearly , or atleaſt many Huxdred pounds 
per annum ; whereas now it is returned to 
the King again, it appears, it1s under ſe- 
venty pounds yearly;and I never received 
any year of that, above ſixty ſix pounds ren 
"El fullings : this the Auditor and Country 
knowe ſufficiently ; and let them, or any 
other diſprove me herein, if they can. 
And where1s it is charged,that many good 
& god! y men were turned out © f ther / IVINGS. 
But I 1d not know any ſuch, and I ſup- 
poſe it Will be yet eaſy to prove the con- 
trary, by their former and preſent practi- 
ces ; however for my own part, I often 
publickly rendred this to the ejected Mz- 
fters, that if they could bring any 1n,that 
could manifeſt they received any ſpt- 
ritual good from them , they ſhould 
| B 2 (43 
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( as far as it lay in my power) be reſtored, 
but none produced ſuch, Further as aConſe- 
quence therof ,it was complained, that the Sab- 
baths were profaned, whereas men might 
ride throughout ſome Counties, & neither 
ſee men working, travelling,nor playing up- 
on the Sabbath; the like 1 amſure,neither 
was before, nor now is, our enemies them- 
ſelves being Jadges, 

But they further objett, that the people were 
turned Infidels & Papiſts.$0 many do where 
the powerfulleſt means are, if they come 
not under them: But why then do theſe 
men complain , ſo many are turned to be 
quite contrary ; and were theſe accuſers 
faln out with ſuch men then; how come 
they now to own them ſo much ? But to 
diſprove that , take this ſingle inſtance, 
In a few years tim? a great part of a for- 
mer Edition of the#elſk-B:ble, was bought 
up,and afcerwards two Editions more,one 
of the New Teitament , and another of the 
whole Bible, & of theſe tw92 I believe are 
ſold off ,, at leaſt berween 5 and 6000c, 
by this you may perceive,ihat Zelgion did 
orow. Alſo in the beginning of the #ars, 
there was but one or two gathered Con- 
eregations inpll 7 a/es,and in ſome Coun- 
ties {carce dne that mad- Profeſſiaz ; yet 
it hath pleaſed the Lud { 10 blefle the 

WCeas 
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weak meanes there , that there were late- 
ly ( and hope are ſtill ) above 20 gathe- 
red Churches, in ſome, 2, in ſome 3, ſome 
4 or 500 members, with their oſficers,dif- 
fering little in opinion and Faith , and 
walking in love, and the fear of the 
Lord. 

Having given this brief account of the 
former endeavours of ſome, (who yet ac- 
knowledg their weakzeſs, and want of wiſ- 
dom therein ) to propagate the Goſpel, 
Be pleaſed now to caſt your eye upon the 
late Reſtrithon , ( which I might well call 
perſecution )of the Goſpel in Wales. To 0- 
mit mentioning the great wrong unto ma- 
ny ſcores, about May and Fre 1660, in 
commuting and continuing them in Priſon, 
without any cauſe, but to fulfil that ſaying, 
Quicquid volumus facimus;fnce there hath 
been very violent proceedings, ( eſpecial- 
ly in ſome Counties)where {ome poor and 
peaceable people have been drag'd out of 
their beds, and withour regard ot Sex, or 
Age,have been driven,ſome wenty miles 
to Priſon on their feet,and forced, (though 
in heat of Summer, till their feet were 
much bliftred, and they ready to fall with 
faintneſs ) to run by the Troopers horſes , 


receiving many blows and beatings. O- 1, Af; ;,. 
thers , (as if thzy had been Brute-beaſts ) ,144. 7. 


3 Given 


4 
Mi 
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driven into Pinfolds,or Pounds, where they A 
were kept ſeveral hours, their enemies 
in the interim drinking in an Ale-boyſe , 
and forcing the poor people to pay for 1t, 
though they talted not of the drink : thenf 
bringing them to the Sea-fide, and leaving 
themin the night, in danger ot being ſwal- 
lowed up by the Sea, Others were commit- 
ted toPriſon at pleaſure, & kept there many 
moneths , and yet their cattle and ſheep, 
to the number of ahove fix hundred, taken 
from them and ſold. Others forced (when 
they were called to the Quarter-ſeſſrons) tc 
walk in chains, which thouldnot by law u 
on any ſuch ground be put upon them,un- 
leſs they had atempted to make an eſcape 
or break Priſon. Others, who were quiet! 
met together (after their uſual manner fo 
many years, to worſhip God,and edify one an 
other ) were calt into Priſons without an 
Examination 0: Commu ment upon them, 
( that they could underſtand) contrary te 
the - fnerd Roman and our Ex {ib Laws.) 

Nay, ſuch was the enmity of the ſeed of 
the Serpent, againſt the ſeed of the Woman ©) 
that t!1-44gb che King was pleaſed to grant MN 
by his Proclamation ) Chriſtian liberty forg'©* 
ſom? time, y2tupon the next Lords-dayſ <2 
folluwing, after the receit of the ſaid Prog M* 
clamationgome of the Othcers of one Cor# 
poration 
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poration dr1g'd and hal'4 ſome poor wo- 
2n, that were hearing, of the Word of 
fe $o94 , into an Ale-honte, and K-pr them 
acre ON atter wen, ant un i] they made 
en122 p2y for the Ale , which theſe diſtur- 
ber< 14 annk, 
1-84 B<lides all this, ejz&ing the Godly 
reachers that woula not conform , and 
intcting many hundreds for Recuſants , 
wh-ch are not indeed 1o, and under the 
-n$00110n of ſuppretiing Corventicles and wr 
n{avful Aſſemblies, hindring the meetings 
of Chnitians to ſerve God , which ac- 
cording to the letter of the Law, and the 
opinion of many learned Lawyers,are not 
ſo. A Comventicle being a meeting together, 
” a bad end or work,, and ot for a good, as 
the meetings of Chriſtiens,to worſhip God,are. 
Having thus hinted ſome few of the many 
ſufferings of others ; I come in the laſt 
place , to give a ſhort Intimation of my 
own : Which I mention,not either to accuſe 
s my Country-men, or to exxpet any beneht 
Fthereby to my (elf ( hoping to learn con- 
tentment in Chriſt, with godlixeſſe, in the 
meanelt and miſerableſt condition) but to 
remove fall reports, &o manifelt(as I am 
confident to expeis it ) that I ſuffer from 
men, only upon the account of Godlineis, 
and Rel;g:on, though upon other informa- 
B 4 10! 
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At.,24. 13. 


| 27, 


2;He.3.9., 


ns. Ellz. 3. 


6.&C25.3,4- 


& 37.319, 
Lord Bacon. 
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tion but falſe ) againſt me,as that I ſhould 
ſwear, the members of my Congregation , 
againſt all Magiſtrates, and Miniſters , (a 
thing I hate, and dire&ly contrary to my 
Judgement) and that I ſhould goz up and 
down two Counties, preaching Sed:t1on , 
and Rebellion ; though I have not preached 
in all, but cither 2 or 3 daies publickly, 
fince April was 12 Month , being in ſeve- 
ral Priſons ever fince (only about 24 daies 
intermiſhon ) ſince my firſt impriſon- 
ment:AndI am not conſcious to my ſelf of 
Preaching or doing any thing againſt the 
preſent Powers,or their Lawes,neither can 
my Accuſers prove any more againſt me, 
than theJews could againſt Pax/,when they 
accuſed him of ſeditzon;but on the contrary, 
theſe men break the Lawes, and are finea- 
ble to theKing for falſe information, how- 
ever they think,as a wiſe man ſaid,by other 
mens harmes, to make redemption for their 
own ſufferings, But 1 will bear the indigna- 


tzon of the Loyd , ( becauſe I bave ſinned a-F 


gainſt him, till be plead my cauſe , and 
pray as Jeſus Chriſt hath taught me: Father 
forgeve themyfor they know not what they do, 


A VYord in Seaſon; 


OR, 


Some ſutable , and ſeaſonable Conſide- 
-| rations, Counſels , and Conſolations, 
ſincerely intended, and humbly pro- 
poſed to All, but more eſpecially to 
the Afficted,and Perſecuted. 


| 
| 


| 
Olomon adviſed men , 1n the day of ad- 
o verſity to conſider a,for © od hath ſet it, 4 El. 7. 14 
d the day of proſperity, one againſt another ; | 
ad both are of him - Advetſity being but 
he =»ght, and dark part of mens time in 
his world,to which notwith(tanding, God 
; Path aſſigned ſome work for his people to 
lo, And*tis no ſmall part of godly wiſ- 
ome, to wnderſtand the tire, and to know 
hat us the proper work of the day-; bo:h 
hich , ſome of the men of Iſſacar had un- 
ſtanding in b : And this,as the wiſe man b 1Ch,12, 
aith, is heart-underſtanding, A wiſe mans 3 
heart diſcerneth time and judgment ct Time © 


when, and Judgement how; and what ” 
0 


2, 
Eccl.8.F. 
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Co. And doubtleſs what was ſaid ofa wort 
hely ſpoken , may be as truly ſaid, of 
d Pro.25. 11 work done in ſeaton ; That it 15 4s Apple hi 
of Gold in piCkures of Silver. d My aime ut 
theſe few pages { of the firlt part of high !/ 
Iittle Book ) 1s not to diſcover the natur 
of the preſent timz, or to prove it to 
evil ( for itdiſcovers it ſelf ſufhcica'ly tc 
be ſo, both in reſpe& of the fins and evil 
| committed by men, and the punuhment 
mnitly inflicted by God for thoie Sins 
e Am.5.11, which two chings the Prophets e & Ape 
Ac. 3. 12. (ils, f make to be the main figns of evi 
f 2Tim,;.1, times But to tir up the minds of all thol 
2,3. &c, that are wiſe-hearte !{rhough ke Chriſty C: 
Wl 2 Pe. 3. 3. andhis Prophets & Apoſtles, called mad 
[4 Jo, 10,20, men or fools g, or as the D«ch cranſlati 
2 Ki.9. 11,.0n Englithed, in 10'ne places, renders thi 
Fer, 29. 26, word Fanaticks, Bucbe it ſo, that 1uc 
Mar. 3. 21, are mad, yet wiſer then the Farther of ih 
I Cor.4.10, man Which gave the name, gives t 
reaſon why, a wiſe man is mad. 

| preſſion ( faith Solomon ) makes 4 wiſe 
h Eccl, 3.73, mad h. And Hoſea ſaith, The Prepher u Side 
fool, and the ſpiritual man i mad, for thihvei 
[ : multtude ofeþine iniquity , and forthe gre | 
| s Ho. 9.7. harred 1) & robe like Dame! ſearching thi 
If Scripture, and (6 to get an ſight in's thiffon 
preſent rim2 and work , and a Fore/ight offfhar 
what God intends todo ; for God hailſto 1 
prom 


. ——a4 coo *% 4 
_ ——c —— A A— 


cpu——_— —- 


A Word in Seaſon. 


TSomiſed to declare,reveal,and freque n' 
performed bis ſecrers ro his people, k 
leFherefore they ſhould fg like thote holy- 
It es, in Damel, inquire how long it will be 
11S the end of the viſion. Allo learning thoſe 
Gree exellent Leflons,pointed out for evil 
Smes. viz, To prove what # that accepta- 
Ye will of God |, to redeem time 1, and to do 
'1he worke of the day, in the day, 
Un ln order thereunto, here follow ſome 


S eaſonable Conſiderations, Direttions, Encou- 3 


agements , and Conſolations for all men, 
ſpecially Chriſtians in times of any Aﬀu- 
» TA 

Conhder that the Omnipotent & al-wiſe 
0d hath his w:{,and haxd,in all theASi- 
ns,matters,occurrences, & things in this 
orld , which concern all perſons and all 
ges : Yea, thoſe that are molt ftrange 
nd moſt finful, ( with reverence to his 
dlefled Majelty be it ſpoken, and without 
athering the leaſt evil upon him , whoſe 
re eyes cannot behold iniquity 0, This con- 
ideration being well underftood , and 
eighed , will hlence all the Soul-dif- 
quietings, and unruly thoughts of the 
carts of Gods people. Therefore mark 
ome Scriptures, and clear inſtances to 
hat purpole : As the ſelling of Joſeph in- 
o Egype ( though a fin in Joſephs bre- 
taren 


'Y 14. 
Amn. 3. 7« 
Gi n,19, IZ7s 
Daa,. *. 13, 


[ Roms, 12.2. 


mEph. 5.16 
I7, n Jo, I2 


1, Conſid, 


o Hab,1.13 


A Word in Seaſon. 


thren ) yet he ſaith himſelf unto his bri 
thren, It was not yos that ſent me hither, 
God p . So the hardning of Pharoahs heaf 


'to hinder Iſrael to goe out of Egypt , 


of the Lord, as God told Moſes he woul. 
do it before he went to him, 1 will hard: 
his heart ( viz, Pharoahs ) that be ſh 


. not let the people goe q: So Sthon Kir 


of Heſhbon, would nor let Iſrael paſs t 
-im;but why ? for the Lord thy God hardne 


* bus Spirit y : Like as the Lord is ſaid 


$2 $4, 24,1 


tEſa,g.11, 
I2Z, 


 # 1Sam.19, 
I6, 


move David to number the people , 
my of the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrae! 
and he moved David to number the Peoples 
And the Lord i ſaid to ſet up the adver ſari; 
of Rezin againſt him , and joyn two of hus 
nemies together, the Syrians before, and thy. 
Phyliſtines behind , and they ſhall devour: 
Iſrael with open month t, And David loo 
ed upon Saw perſecuting of him , to bt 
from God ; For mark his words to Ss 
Now therefore/T pray thee , let my Lord thi 
King har tht words of bus ſervant : If thi 
Lord have ſtirred the people mp againſt mY. 
let him accept an offering u. So 1t 1s ſaih 
ewice in one Chapter , that God (tirrec 
up two enemies againſt Solomon; A 
the Lord ſtirred up an Adverſary unto Sol 
mou, Hadad the Edomute , ce. And 


Lord ſtirred up another Adverſary, & 
24x 


A Word in Seaſon. 5 
Ss. &c. w The like is ſaid of Gods ftiy- ” Kin. 11, 
Bing up the King of Aſſyria , tacarry ſome "4, 23. 

the Children of Iſrael Captrves into Baby- 
nx. So Gol ſaid he would ſtrenghen the X 1 Ch, 5, 
ing of Babylon , and put his Sword into his 26. 
| 5 Theſe with many more inſtances, J Ex. 39.24 
ove that Gods will , and hand, are in 
| the matters that are done upon Earth. 
j 5»t theſe are Old-teſtamert proofs,and God Oyjest 
alt at that time in another way, than he © 
h now in the Go#pel dates. 
You will find as clear proofs in the Anſw. 
Wew-Teftement : Chriſt himſelf allowes , 
1d in effe& afhrmeth, That the power that 
late had to condemn and Fudge him, mas 
ven him from above z.. And the Apoliles z Jo. I9,LIL 
 Wintly acknowledge, That Herod, Pont 114 
ate, with the Gentiles, and the people of 
rael, were gathered together,to do what ſoe- 
Gods hand, and his Counſel determined 
ore to be done a, So it 1s ſaid, That a Ait,4. 28 
We Key of the bottomleſſe-pit was prven to 
vcr le rom Heaven b; And bRev.g.1,2. 
/ 1s mult rilt, ( who #5 ſaid to have Rey. 9. 1,2 
+ Keys of Hell, and of death c. ) But what Ck. 1, $8. 
Þ do? Even to open & make way for the 
noke of Errors and Wickednels to aſ- 
knd,as there it follows: Likewiſe theGen- 
W's have Commilſon, to trample upon the 
hurch (for ſo much the —_—_ will bear) 
the Holy City (hall be tradden wnder 


foot 


